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Job No: X10274.01 

 

22 December 2010 

 

Department of Planning 

Major Project Assessment 

GPO Box 39, 

SYDNEY NSW 2001 

 

Attention: Clay Preshaw (via email: clay.preshaw@planning.nsw.gov.au)  

 

Dear Major Project Assessment Section, 

 

RE: MP 09_0048 Camden Gas Project – Submission on behalf of land owner of Lot 102 DP 

1153216 Badgally Road, Catherine Fields 

 

Reference is made to the Camden Gas Project – Northern Expansion being Major Project MP 09_0048 

prepared on behalf of AGL which has recently been on public exhibition. 

 

On behalf of the land owner and developer that recently acquired the subject property we are seeking to 

make a late submission on the application and in particular objecting to any potential impacts associated 

with the 200m buffer area from a gas well on the future residential development. 

 

We act for The Broad Acre Development Company Pty Ltd being the owner of the subject property that 

recently acquired the land from Sekisui House. The property is part of the Turner Road Release Area 

within the South West Growth Centres and is zoned for residential purposes. The property is zoned R1 

General Residential under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Growth Centres) 2006 and 

sits within the Turner Road Precinct Plan. Under the Precinct Plan the property has development 

potential for some 160 residential lots in accordance with the planning controls and the indicative road 

layout plan. 

 

It has come to our attention that as part of the Gas Project that the surface gas well identified as no. 

CU02 in Catherine Fields is situated adjacent to this residential property and the 200m buffer area 

impacts on the residential development. Please find attached a site plan showing the location of the gas 

well on the Turner Road - Indicative Layout Plan in relation to the development of Lot 102. 

 

The Environmental Assessment (EA) report prepared by AECOM accompanying the Major Project 

application gives reference to the Turner Road Release Area and identifies the siting of the surface gas 

well as follows: 
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“CU06 and CU02 would utilise future open space areas within Turner Road.” (Reference: Page 8-4) 

 

In addition the EA reports that in relation to the future development the gas wells will not significantly 

impact the future development as stated: 

 

“With future urban (residential, commercial and industrial) development potentially encroaching within 

this distance, a minimum buffer of 20 m to the nearest residential development is recommended by the 

DoPs Locational Guidelines.”  (Reference: Page 8-9) 

 

It is pointed out that the figures that are provided in the EA in relation to gas well CU02, being Figure 29 

and 32, do not accurately show the relationship with the residential land in the SEPP Growth Centres and 

the Turner Road - Indicative Layout Plan. Figure 29 seems to indicate that this gas well (CU02) and 

associated buffer is outside the residential land. It is contended that this figure does not accurately reflect 

the subject property (Lot 102) being included as residential zoned land. In relating the position of gas well 

CU02 as shown in Figure 32 the buffer area as plotted by us significantly affects the residential 

development land of Lot 102 (see Attachment). 

 

As stated in the EA report that CU02 is to be located in “future open space area within the Turner Road” 

release area, it is this submission that this gas well needs to be relocated approx some 150 – 160m to the 

west to be placed in the open space corridor in the identified Employment Area. Should the gas well be 

relocated to the west as suggested the buffer areas would not affect the residential development. 

 

The developer is concerned with the exhibition of this EA report and the location of this gas well that 

may impact on the impending residential development of the subject property. The developer intends to 

lodge a development application to Camden Council in January 2011 with construction of the residential 

lots to commence in March 2011. The concern is that any potential purchasers of residential lots will have 

drawn to their attention the gas well location and the 200m buffer area that may adversely affect the sale 

of the lots. 

 

On behalf of the developer we are seeking assurance that the gas well CU02 should be 

relocated in a westerly direction to be sited within the Employment Area in that area 

identified as Open Space Corridor and as a consequence the buffer area will not impact of 

the residential development of Lot 102. We are prepared to meet with the Department of Planning 

and / or AGL representatives to discuss this submission and can be contacted on 8808 5000. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

BROWN CONSULTING (NSW) PTY LTD 

 
PETER LEE 

Manager – Planning 

Attachment – Plan showing location of Gas Well CU02 in relation to the subject property and Turner Rd release area. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr Clay Preshaw 
Major Projects Assessment 
NSW Department of  Planning 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
8 December 2010 
 
Dear Mr Preshaw, 
 
Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3a (Northern Expansion) 
 
I write on behalf  of  the community of  Discalced Carmelite friars, 247 St Andrews Road, Varroville, to 
make a submission in regard to this proposed Northern Expansion of  the Camden Gas Field Stage 3a.   
 
Carmelite friars and our interest in this proposed project: 
This community has lived and worked on this property of  over 300 acres since 1964.  On our land we 
have a retreat centre with conference facilities for residential guests, plus Mount Carmel parish church 
and Mount Carmel Catholic high school, as well as the community of  Discalced Carmelite nuns who 
will make a separate submission.   
 
At present the community is in the process of  obtaining approval from Campbelltown City Council for 
a new priory for our own accommodation.  When this is complete we will then refurbish the retreat 
centre buildings since retreat work is our main source of  income.  It is our intention to stay on this site 
which we have cared for as a sacred trust since 1964.  It is also holy ground as the last resting place of  
those of  the community who have died.   
 
Our property is part of  the Scenic Hills Environmental Protection Area.  This has enabled us to quietly 
live our contemplative religious life together, to serve the spiritual and religious needs of  the local 
people and to welcome people from all over Sydney, all states of  Australia as well as from overseas.   

 
We believe that the approval of  the Northern Expansion of  the Camden Gas Project Stage 3a is 
essentially a move to industrialise the Scenic Hills Environmental Protection Area.  Given that the 
proposed expansion is one of  72 well-heads it is clear the expansion is of  a major industrial size and 
impact.  As a consequence of  its size there would be disruption from noise, heavy traffic (rigs water 
tankers), as well as likely long term problems associated with air pollution, subsidence and damage to 
the quality of  surface and ground water. 
 
These consequences affect us directly in that that they would undermine our continued ability to live 
our religious life on this site and to run our retreat centre as an attractive, safe and healthy place  for 
spiritual and religious exercises.  This is our main house.  We are not a wealthy Order and, as this is the 
only land we own in Australia, we have nowhere else to go.   
 
We are aware of  the possible negative environmental impact this proposed development will have on 
the Scenic Hills area and the City of  Campbelltown.  I shall shortly detail these concerns.  However I 



think it relevant to recall the experience of  our community in dealing with representatives of  AGL.  In 
July 2006 we received a letter from AGL asking us to consider the placement of  gas wells on our 
property.  They sought a meeting with us to explain what was involved.   
 
Representatives of  AGL addressed the community in August 2006.  At that meeting it was stressed that 
we were being offered the opportunity to be part of  an exciting, clean and green solution to Sydney's 
energy requirements.  It was also an opportunity for us to share financial benefits.  There was no 
mention that there might be any environmental issues with the process.   
 
As it turns out, this was certainly less than frank.  For example, an apologist for “fraccing”, Paul 
Sheehan, wrote in his column in the Sydney Morning Herald on 6 December 2010:  “No energy 
extraction process is without problems”.  Thankfully, we did not accept the AGL offer.   
 
In hindsight it was an exercise in persuasion or salesmanship rather than an objective exposition of  all 
the issues involved.   If  it had been the latter our decision not to take up the offer would have been 
simpler.  As a result of  AGL's approach I now read whatever they present in advocating for an 
expansion of  the Camden gas field with a strong desire to test every assertion and to seek independent 
confirmation of  all claims.  For AGL this project is, seemingly, a large commercial venture of  
significant benefit, above all, to its shareholders. 
 
Camden Gas Project Stage 3a (Northern Expansion) 
 
AGL has supplied a considerable amount of  documentation in support of  its application.  However 
there are very significant gaps as well as problems with the case that has been made. 
 
Firstly: the project is defined as a public utility undertaking.  It is hard to know how extractive mining 
of  coal gas is a public utility.  It is simply a commercial venture, similar to that AGL has undertaken in 
the Hunter Valley where the gas is to be liquified and sold to Japan.  Presumably AGL are entitled to do 
the same with the gas from this project.  Their track record leads us to believe that the project is a 
commercial enterprise of  primary benefit to its shareholders. 
 
Secondly: AGL has not given clear or sufficient information about the processes involved in the 
proposed project for it to be adequately assessed.  In our view the submission is not up to the standard 
required for a Major Projects Assessment.   
 
For example it is stated that hydro fracturing involves the injection of  a slurry of  water and sand.  
There is no mention of  chemical additives.  Yet we know there will be chemical additives.  These have 
not been specified.   
 
As well, disturbingly, there is no hydrology study at all.  This is essential to assess the impact of  the 
proposed development on both surface and ground water.  The position statement on Coal Seam Gas 
and Water by the Australian Government's National Water Commission of  December 2010 is sobering 
reading.   
 
The whole document is important in identifying key risks associated with Coal Seam Gas extraction 
and stem from “the large quantities of  water being extracted, the depressurisation of  coal seam aquifers 
and adverse effects on surface and ground water systems”. “If  not adequately managed and regulated, 
the industry risks significant, long term adverse impacts.”  
 
The National Water Commission's  summary comments apply to the assessment of  this application:  
“The consequences of  not managing the water risks and uncertainties associated with the economic 
benefits of  CSG are substantial.  Therefore the Commission strongly argues for the careful, transparent 
and integrated consideration of  water related impacts in all approval processes.”   



 
If  there is any spill of  contaminated water from at least some of  the wells then that waste will flow 
through our property to Bunbury Curran Creek and into the Georges River.  The environmental 
consequences will not only affect us but a whole river system. 
 
Grouping of  wells is a relatively new procedure with a number of  uncertainties.  AGL asserts that 
concrete reinforcing will provide strength.  This has not to our knowledge been tested.   Drilling from 
each of  these wells will extend up to 2500m. This is a significant area that may well be subject to 
subsidence.   
 
These lacks in the submission are clear to us who are merely laymen in this area.  Experts would, no 
doubt, provide many more examples.  What is abundantly clear however is that any approval without 
adequate scientific scrutiny would be morally dubious and open to legal challenge.  These issues need to 
be clearly resolved before any approval to develop is given and not afterwards. 
 
Thirdly:  The Scenic Hills are an environmental protection area.  They are visually important for the 
City of  Campbelltown and help provide a sense of  place.  The Scenic Hills area protects critically 
endangered remnant Cumberland Plain woodland with its fauna and flora.   
 
The Scenic Hills also protect our historical heritage and landscape.  There is much evidence of  
Aboriginal use of  the land.  This land is part of  the Yendel'ora (“peace between nations”) gathering 
area where Aborigines from as far south as Melbourne and as far north as Maroochydore gathered each 
generation to resolves the law, reconcile conflicts.   
 
Historic homes like “Varro Ville House” lie in a landscape with links to the early days of  New South 
Wales. Given the particular problems related to air pollution in the Campbelltown area the Scenic Hills 
are also considered to be one of  the two lungs of  the city (the other being the parkland along the 
Georges River).  
 
For us who are residents of  the area it has been a continuous battle to stop what one NSW State 
Minister of  Planning described to me as rapacious and mercenary development.   
  
The land is already stressed and needs to be preserved and protected from   inappropriate 
development.    As landowners in the immediate area of  the proposed development we are concerned 
about the impact of  the project on the land through subsidence, as well as the fauna and flora of  the 
area.  There is the real possibility that air pollution may make our continued healthy living here  
compromised.  We are also concerned about the impact on the surface and ground water systems of  
the area.  
 
We urge the NSW Department of  Planning to reject the proposed Camden Gas Project Stage 3 
(Northern Expansion). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rev.  Gregory Burke 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Carmel of Mary and Joseph 345 St Andrews Road Varroville NSW 2565 Australia 

02 9820 3048; fax 02 9820 3711 email: jkramer@carmelvarroville.org.au 
 

15 December 2010 
 
 
Mr Clay Preshaw 
Major Projects Assessment 
NSW Department of Planning 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
 
Dear Mr Preshaw, 
 
RE: Camden Gas Project Stage 3 (Northern Expansion) – submission from the Carmelite 
Nuns, Varroville 
 
Dear Mr Preshaw, 
 
Please find attached our submission from the Carmelite Nuns, Varroville, concerning the proposal 
for the above Project. 
 
Thank you for granting us an extension of time for submitting our response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sister Jocelyn Kramer 
for the Carmelite Nuns, Varroville: 
 
Sisters Sarah Carpenter, Joan Fanning, Elizabeth Franks, Patricia Giuliano, Helen Hill, Jennifer 
Jones, Jocelyn Kramer, Dulcie McGee, Alice Mulcare, Gemma O’Keeffe, Alice Page, Kathleen 
Page, Anna Skoczylas 
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Submission from the Carmelite Nuns, Varroville, to the Department of Planning 
re Stage 3 Camden Gas Project (Northern Expansion) 
 
Thank you for granting our community an extension of time to make a submission 
about this proposal. 
 
Our submission contains some general observations about the justification for the 
Project, followed by identification of specific issues that concern us: impact of the 
proposed Project on surface and groundwater, noise assessment, social impact of the 
Project, the Preliminary Hazard Analysis and the likelihood of future modifications 
and approvals to enable further expansion of the proposed Project. 
 
General observations 
 
Whilst acknowledging the benefits of exploring and extracting energy resources in 
NSW, we wish to express several concerns about the proposed Project as presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, Main Report. 
 
The proposal involves extension of the Camden Gas Project into the Sydney 
Metropolitan Area. It is for the purpose of extracting coal seam gas, a non-renewable 
finite source of energy. The Project as described has a lifespan of 15-20 years. As a 
matter of principle, we favour research and development of renewable sustainable 
sources of energy, rather than exploitation of finite carbon-rich fossil fuels. 
 
The Northern Expansion of the Camden Gas Project involves gas extraction in the 
Scenic Hills area, which has been zoned Environmental Protection (Scenic) for 
decades. The Scenic Hills themselves constitute a finite non-renewable resource, 
providing for the physical, psychological and spiritual health of the residents of south-
western Sydney. We object to exploitation of the Scenic Hills for industrial and 
commercial purposes. We favour their development as a heritage area (aboriginal and 
European), a recreational area and/or nature reserve, as well as continuing 
agricultural/grazing activities as at present. We do not support the construction of gas 
wells and infrastructure, including access roads for heavy traffic such as semi-trailers 
and prime movers (Main Report, page 19-9) in this protected area, which is essential 
green space for residents of the City of Campbelltown. 
 
Although the Project does not fall within the definition of industry under SEPP 33, it 
involves gas mining/extraction, and therefore we question the legal basis for the 
premise that the Project is ‘appropriately’ designated a ‘public utility undertaking’. If 
it were, one would expect the Preliminary Hazard Analysis (Appendix D) to be 
concerned about the risk to the public of loss of supply of gas. But this risk is assessed 
as not critical (Appendix D, page 8). We have sought and received advice that the 
Proponent’s interpretation that the Project is appropriately designated a public utility 
undertaking is open to question, and we do question it. To us it seems disingenuous. 
We wish to see AGL’s interpretation exposed to scrutiny through a public enquiry 
and/or legal process. 
 
Reports in the media about coal seam gas mining in Queensland, the Liverpool Plains 
and in the Hunter Region of NSW, together with the fatal gas explosion last month in 
the longwall coal mine in Greymouth, New Zealand, and the recent release of the 
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American film Gaslands, have alerted us to the serious health and environmental 
hazards associated with coal seam gas. We are concerned about the apparent lack of 
regulatory controls on coal seam gas extraction. 
 
Much of the Main Report is couched in vague, non-specific language, which gives us 
no confidence that the real impacts of the Project are known or understood by the 
Proponents. It appears to us that the precautionary principle is paid only lip-service in 
the Environmental Assessment (Main Report, page 26-3). 
 
Specific concerns 
 
1. Water 
 
The Carmelite Community is concerned about the potential impact of the Project 
(specifically hydro-fracturing) on surface and groundwater in the semi-rural area of 
the Scenic Hills. Varroville is in a localised rain shadow area, and water is a scarce 
resource here. This was evident to us in the 10-year drought which has broken 
recently. We have storage dams from which we pump water for garden use. Historic 
Varro Ville house nearby, with its surrounding land comprising the original Varroville 
estate, has heritage dams built in colonial days, said to be located over springs 
identified by local aboriginal people in the nineteenth century. We understand from 
conversation with John Ross (AGL’s hydrogeologist, 10 December 2010) that there is 
a low probability of springs in the area, but that their existence cannot be ruled out. 
 
According to the Position Statement released by the National Water Commission 
(December 2010), risks identified by the Commission ‘stem from the large volumes 
of water being extracted, the depressurisation of coal seam aquifers, and the disposal 
of large volumes of treated waste water. In addition, the practice of hydro-fracturing 
to increase gas output has the potential to induce connection and cross-contamination 
between aquifers, with impacts on groundwater quality. If not adequately managed 
and regulated, the coal seam gas industry risks significant, long-term and adverse 
impacts on surface and groundwater systems.’ 
 
The conspicuous lack of any site-specific hydrology study in the Environmental 
Assessment for the proposed Project is of major concern to us. In this respect, the EA 
fails to meet the standards recently specified by the National Water Commission as 
follows:  

• ‘Adequate monitoring, including baseline assessment of surface and 
groundwater systems, should be undertaken to provide a benchmark for 
assessing cumulative impacts on other water users and water-dependent 
ecosystems.’ 

• ‘Jurisdictions should undertake water and land-use change planning and 
management processes in an integrated way to ensure that water planning 
implications of projects are addressed prior to final development approval.’ 

Further, the Commission states that the consequences of not managing the water risks 
and uncertainties associated with the economic benefits of coal seam gas are 
substantial. Therefore, the Commission strongly argues for the careful, transparent 
and integrated consideration of water-related impacts in all approval processes. The 
current Project does not meet these criteria. 
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The National Water Commission’s position statement reinforces our community’s 
concerns. In line with the Commission’s call for a precautionary approach to planning 
for and managing coal seam gas activities, we request that a thorough site-specific 
hydrology study be undertaken before any determination is made concerning the 
Project. 
 
Following personal discussions with John Ross, AGL’s manager hydrogeology (10 
December 2010), we understand that baseline monitoring of groundwater is to be 
undertaken within the proposed Surface Project Area prior to any extractive 
operations. Whilst we welcome this initiative, we also support Campbelltown City 
Council’s call for a Project-specific hydrology study to be completed prior to 
determination. 
 
We list here some specific water-related questions that we wish to see answered 
before any determination is made in relation to the Project: 
 
Main report: On page 9-3 it is stated that drilling and fracture stimulation water would 
be delivered from previous drilling and fracture stimulation campaigns, other 
approved sources (which?) or from licensed stand-pipes in the local area. Does this 
mean that large tankers will rumble up and down St Andrews Road from the stand-
pipe opposite the Mount Carmel Parish Church and outside the front gate of Varro 
Ville (heritage) House in order to reach VV07? If so, they will inevitably create noise 
disturbance in the parish church, two monasteries and a Retreat Centre dedicated to 
contemplative prayer. 
 
The next paragraph states that ‘the proposed works would include the construction of 
water storage tanks at some locations.’ Exactly which locations? We think that these 
details should be specified in advance of public consultation. Since they are not, and 
specific information is not available for any well location, the public is not in a 
position to make informed assessment of the proposals. 
 
Similar uninformative non-specific comments are made in several places on page 9-5:  
‘A water management system, including water gathering lines where necessary… 
(Where will it be necessary?)… ‘Where feasible, a central water collection point 
would be considered’ (Where might this be? What determines feasibility?)… ‘Saline 
water produced from the wells would be stored either in lined drill pits or water 
storage tanks’ (Who and what determines this decision? How will waste water be 
stored at well location VV07?) ‘Sediment and water containment controls such as silt 
fences and bunding would be utilised where appropriate to prevent the transport of 
sediment laden runoff in the vicinity of the Upper Canal’ (How is appropriateness 
determined?) 
 
2. Noise 
 
The two Carmelite monasteries in Varroville house religious communities dedicated 
to a life of contemplative prayer. We chose to live here because the tranquil semi-
rural environment with its relative silence and scenic beauty is conducive to our way 
of life. People join us for religious services every day, and to ask us for our prayer 
support for them in their various needs. The community of friars (monks) earns its 
income from running a Retreat Centre providing residential retreats. Their ability to 
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provide this facility depends on having quiet peaceful surroundings. The livelihood of 
both communities of friars and nuns would be threatened by industrialisation of the 
Scenic Hills. 
 
The Main Report for the Project makes no mention of these sensitive land uses at 
Varroville. We are particularly concerned about the possibility of noise disturbance 
from the proposed wells VV07 (adjacent to us) and VV11 across the Upper Canal. 
Whilst the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment undertaken by Heggies Pty Ltd 
(Appendix F) appears comprehensive, we consider that the measurement of noise 
impact is inadequate in various respects as it relates to Varroville. 
 
The nearest noise monitoring location was Location 3 (51 St Andrews Road, 
Leppington), classified as a suburban area. We consider that noise monitoring should 
have been undertaken at Varroville (east of the Upper Canal), on or close to our 
property (345 St Andrews Road), which is best described as rural rather than 
suburban. Ours is a residential property, housing thirteen (13) residents (nuns) in the 
Carmel of Mary and Joseph. Our life of prayer continues day and night every day of 
the year, starting formally at 6:00 a.m. daily and ending at 9:00 p.m. daily (though 
sisters continue to read and pray privately later into the night). We do not fit neatly 
into any of the categories listed in the tables in Appendix F, since ours is a residential 
place of worship, in use 24 hours a day 7 days a week throughout the year. Table 4 
refers to sensitive land uses other than residences. The description beneath Table 4 of 
passive recreation areas, ‘characterised by contemplative activities that generate little 
noise and where benefits are compromised by external noise intrusion, for example, 
reading, meditation’, accurately describes our way of life and our need for quiet 
surroundings. Hence the need for baseline background ambient noise monitoring in 
this location. Since it seems to us that the background noise levels for our specific 
situation have not been accurately described, we consider that the operational project-
specific criteria and construction noise goals also need to be reviewed and amended to 
reflect our sensitive land-use situation. 
 
If six wells are to be drilled at VV07, this will involve 24-hour a day continuous 
drilling for up to six months in addition to nine months of construction noise. If the 
same is to be done at VV11, we are potentially exposed to over a year of unremitting 
noise disturbance. It is also possible that we will receive noise impact from wells 
south of Varroville since we are located in an elevated position, and the prevailing 
winds come predominantly from the south (Appendix D, Figure 2). This possibility 
has not been taken into account in the noise impact assessment. 
 
It appears to us that none of the underlying assumptions used in the noise contour 
modelling are appropriate for our situation (Figures 10, 21, 22, Appendix F). The 
conclusion that no mitigation is required for night-time drilling at VV07 is incorrect, 
since our monastery lies within the relevant (sic) night-time construction noise goal 
for residential locations in the subject area (Figure 21). Moreover, we consider it 
unsatisfactory that ‘the sound power level of the actual drilling equipment to be 
utilised for the Northern Expansion project is, as yet, unknown’ (Appendix F, page 
27). 
 
As for scheduling noisy construction work during periods when people are least likely 
to be affected, there is no time when we are least likely to be affected, given our daily 
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timetable in which our chapel is in use seven times a day between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 
p.m. seven days a week. It is stated that we could be exposed to construction noise 
levels above the Highly Noise Affected levels from VV07 and VV11 (Appendix F, 
page 34). Since this is an area zoned Environmental Protection (Scenic), we consider 
it inappropriate to install ugly temporary noise mitigation measures such as shipping 
containers (Appendix F, page 27) or permanent measures such as fencing and earth 
mounds. 
 
Finally, we question the conclusions drawn in Appendix F in relation to our particular 
situation at Varroville and expect that exceedances of the construction noise criteria 
and operational noise emission levels will adversely impact upon our way of life. 
 
For all the reasons given above, we request that further noise monitoring be 
undertaken in the vicinity of our property before any determination is made regarding 
this Project. 
 
3. Social impact 
 
Chapter 8 (Land Use) of the Main Report describes Varroville, located in the Upper 
Surface Project Area, as ‘known for its beautiful hills, sweeping views and old farms. 
Varroville exhibits a less dense form of residential development compared with 
neighbouring Raby… Agriculture represents some 16% of land use in the 
Campbelltown LGA and is important within the Camden and Campbelltown LGAs 
not only for its economic benefits but also for its cultural and landscape values… 
Large areas of land forming part of the Subsurface and Surface Project Area within 
the Campbelltown and Camden LGAs are zoned for environmental protection due to 
their scenic value. These lands are generally located on either side of the Upper Canal 
easement’ (pages 8-2 and 8-3). 
 
The Upper Canal easement is precisely the area in which the main spine line and gas 
gathering lines are to be located, and around which the proposed well locations are 
clustered. 
 
We find it disturbing that the proposal includes locating a portion of the gas gathering 
system within the Mount Annan Botanical Gardens, which are variously described as 
Sydney’s largest (Main Report, page 8-3) and Australia’s largest (Main Report, page 
8-2) botanic gardens. We feel outraged that the Department of Planning could allow a 
commercial development to encroach upon or be located within the confines of a 
botanical garden, which by its very nature is of State and National significance. 
 
The National Water Commission’s Coal Seam Gas and Water position statement 
(December 2010) notes that coal seam gas development could cause significant social 
impacts by disrupting current land-use practices and the local environment through 
infrastructure construction and access. It is inevitable that infrastructure construction 
and access will adversely affect the Scenic Hills, since it will require upgrading roads 
and tracks to allow for heavy vehicles such as semi-trailers and prime movers 
carrying rigs, earth movers, graders, excavators, chain trenchers, pumps and 
generators. Water tankers and delivery vehicles will also need access. We note that 
water truck movements alone in the Menangle Park well field averaged 5 per week 
including weekends (Main Report, page 19-9). This was for one well, not for six wells 
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at each location. Infrastructure construction will include temporary camp sites with 
demountables, lighting and signage. All this will generate noise, disturb or dispel 
colonies of native birds and animals, and possibly adversely affect aboriginal and 
European heritage in the area. 
 
We consider that none of this should be happening in this area zoned Environmental 
Protection (Scenic). The Main Report (pages 17-12 and 16-5) suggests that well 
location VV07 might be visible from our Monastery, and well locations RA03 and 
RA09 might be visible from historic Varro Ville House. 
 
4. Preliminary Hazard Analysis 
 
In view of our concerns about the Northern Expansion of the Camden Gas Project, we 
studied the Preliminary Hazard Analysis prepared by Planager Pty Ltd (Appendix D) 
with particular care. The poor quality of this report gave us no reassurance 
whatsoever, and failed to inspire confidence in the Analysis itself. 
 
The Preliminary Hazard Analysis gives no site-specific information. Indeed, there is 
no evidence that the author has even visited the Project Area. The text of the report 
reads like a preliminary draft; it is full of typographical errors (pages 17-18, 29 and 
passim), Figures 2-4 are illegible, the lists of Figures and Tables are not numbered 
consecutively and do not match the text, and Appendix 4, which is referred to twice in 
the text (pages 37 and 40) does not exist. We wonder whether the depiction of 
wellhead 1 in Figure 8 (Calculation of Domino Effect Factor, page 41) is correct. The 
text is peppered with vague statements such as ‘a leak may continue for a 
considerable amount of time (italics mine) before it is isolated’ (page 33). There is no 
discussion following the Results section, and most of the Conclusion (page 45) 
merely repeats an earlier section (page 25). 
 
In addition, the Analysis seems to us to be unduly limited. Insufficient detail is given 
about the potential hazards of locating six wells close together, particularly in 
residential areas and areas of sensitive land use. The possibility of bushfires or grass 
fires in the Upper Surface Project Area has not been considered, and these do occur 
on occasions when vandals burn stolen cars at night in secluded parts of the locality. 
The potential for a well location to be damaged in the unlikely event of a light plane 
crash (since the area is over-flown daily by flights from Camden Airport) has been 
overlooked. No hazard analysis has been provided for in-field compression of gas, yet 
in-field compression is likely to be needed to enable gas to reach Rosalind Park Gas 
Plant from the most northerly part of the Surface Project Area (Main Report, page 4-
11). Although the need for in-field compression may not arise for some two to five 
years from Project commencement, it is necessary for those of us likely to be affected 
by it to know at this stage what hazards it might pose. 
 
Finally, we note that each revision of this document has been written and authorised 
by the same person. There appears to have been no peer review, no oversight and no 
accountability during the preparation of the Preliminary Hazard Analysis. We 
consider this to be unsatisfactory and unacceptable. A further revision needs to be 
prepared, peer reviewed and made available for public consultation as a pre-condition 
for determination of the Project. 
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5. Future modifications and approvals 
 
In addition to the issues discussed above, we wish to express our concern about 
AGL’s transparency in relation to the proposed Northern Expansion of the Camden 
Gas Project. The size of the Project seems to be consistently downplayed by the 
mention of twelve (12) well surface locations, instead of accurately describing the 
worst case scenario of seventy-two (72) wells in the Surface Project Area. Passing 
comments are made about the possibility of future modifications to the Project 
requiring additional approval, and we note the history of many modifications of the 
Camden Gas Project to date (Main Report, pages 1-2 to 1-4). Stage 1 of the Camden 
Gas Project initially comprised 22 wells. Stage 2 initially comprised 43 wells, yet 
subsequent approvals listed in Table 1-1 (Main Report, page 1-2 to 1-4) imply that 
approval was eventually obtained for up to184 wells. In addition, approval was 
granted for other major structural developments such as inclusion of additional land 
that was omitted from the development consent, construction of a dam, and 
construction and relocation of access roads. 
 
We already know that in-field compression is anticipated as a likely future 
development (Main Report, page 4-11). Can we be confident that approval for a gas 
plant in the Upper Surface Area of the Northern Expansion will not be sought by 
AGL in the future? 
 
We wonder what subsequent developments might occur in the Scenic Hills if initial 
approval for this Project is granted. Given all the concerns we have raised, and others 
relating to ecology, impact on biodiversity and air quality (not mentioned in this 
present submission), we consider it reasonable to request that a moratorium be placed 
on the proposed Northern Expansion of the Camden Gas Project until these issues 
have been addressed in writing by AGL. 
 

 
 
Sister Jocelyn Kramer OCD PhD 
 
On behalf of the Carmelite Nuns, Varroville 
Tel: 02 9820 3048 
 
 



Dart West Developments Pty Limited ABN 32 107 685 370 
 

 
 
 
13 December 2010 
 
 
Mr Clay Preshaw 
NSW Department of Planning 
23 – 33 Bridge Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
By email: clay.preshaw@planning.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr Preshaw 
 
I am writing in relation to the recent public exhibition process for the northern expansion of the 
Camden Gas Project by AGL Limited. I acknowledge that the exhibition period has closed, and I 
seek the Department’s support for consideration of this late submission.  
 
Dart West Developments is developing two projects in the Turner Road precinct of the South 
West Growth Centre. The first of these, Central Hills Business Park, is both owned and being 
developed by Dart West. The second, Gregory Hills, is being developed by Dart West in 
partnership with the landowner, the Trustees of the Marist Brothers.  
 
Both projects were rezoned in December 2007 and form part of the NSW Government’s 
development  program for the South West Growth Centre. Both projects are well underway, and 
over $40m has been invested to date by Dart West. They are both long term projects and will be 
selling land over the next ten years.  
 
AGL has identified one well (known as CU06) and a gas gathering line within the residential 
project Gregory Hills. While it is acknowledged that the final locations of the well and the gas 
gathering line have not yet been determined, Dart West would like to formally raise an objection 
to the location of CU06 within the residential zoned land. There is ample adjoining land, 
including land owned by the Marist Brothers, within very close proximity to the proposed CU06 
well. The proposed location relative to the Gregory Hills masterplan is shown in the attached 
plan.   
 
Even if AGL is able to demonstrate after DoP assessment that the wells are temporary and 
safe, Dart West believe it is poor planning to place a well on a site zoned for residential 
development . The existence of the well would force masterplanning to be altered and would 
compromise the sale process for land in the vicinity of the well.  
 
Dart West is not aware of any insurmountable technical reason why this well could not be 
relocated outside the residential zoned land. 
 

18 McKenzie Boulevard 
Gregory Hills NSW 2557 
PO Box 228 
Narellan NSW 2567 
Phone:  (02) 4648 5511 
Fax:  (02) 4623 8925 

mailto:clay.preshaw@planning.nsw.gov.au


Dart West Developments Pty Limited ABN 32 107 685 370 
 

 
 
 
The proposed gas gathering pipeline appears to have been located without regard for the layout 
of Gregory Hills, as set out in the Department of Planning’s Indicative Layout Plan for the Turner 
Road precinct. Instead, it appears to have been located on a now disused and significantly 
demolished private road. Should this pipeline still be required, Dart West seeks that it be 
delivered in a manner by AGL which is coordinated with the staged delivery of the Gregory Hills 
road network. Such delivery would need to be at no cost to Dart West and may involve 
relocation of the pipeline to accommodate the staged rollout of Gregory Hills. This would 
depend on the relative timeframes of the AGL and Gregory Hills projects. 
 
Dart West has had preliminary discussions about AGL’s proposal with AGL representatives over 
the last 12 – 18 months. However, the Department should be aware that no commercial 
arrangement has been negotiated and at no stage has the proposed well location or the route of 
the gas gathering pipeline been endorsed by either the Marist Brothers, as landowner, or Dart 
West as developer.  
 
I trust this submission will be taken into account in the further assessment and design 
development  of the AGL project. Should you require further information, I can be contacted on 
4648 5511 or david.taylor@dartwest.com.au.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Taylor 
General Manager – Property 
 
 

mailto:david.taylor@dartwest.com.au




NARELLAN PROPERTIES

24 November 2011

ABN 33 906 804 062

Mr Tony Mathew
HONORARY SECRETARY

PO Box 461x, Leumeah, NSW 2560IJF lilt r IIIIJIIIIIIrlllllllllrllJI IIIPCU028515

The Director−General
Department of Planning and Infrastructure
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Attention: Mr Clay Preshaw

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3 − Northern Expansion
Application Number 09− 0048

Department of Planning

3 0 NOV 2011

Scanning Room

Dear Sir,

We write in relation to the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 − Northern Expansion Project − Part
3A Major Project Application (Application Number 09_0048) currently under assessment by
the Department of Planning and Infrastructure.

We are the owners of the Lot 1 DP1142394 being the Camden Lakeside Country Club at 50
Raby Road, Catherine Field.

We understand that the Major Project was publicly exhibited between October to December
2010 and AGL is currently reviewing the submissions and preparing a Submissions Report.
However, we have only recently become aware of the proposal and we write to express
concerns with the project.

The Project proposes one (1) surface well, Well Number CU20, in close proximity to the
existing golf course (refer to Figure 1 below). Given the proximity of the well to the golf

course, we are concerned with the potential for the well to be relocated onto the existing golf
course land, potential ground water impacts and increased salinity risk as a result of the
proposed gas project.

PCU028498PCU028498



Figure 1: Location of CU20 (Source: Figure 5 of Camden Gas Project EA Report − Volume1
dated October 2010)

Location of Proposed Well

We note that the Environmental Assessment (EA) report prepared by AECOM identifies that
well number CU20 is proposed to be located within the ECBG Development Area to the
south of the Camden Lakeside landholdings (refer to Figure 3 below).

However, we noted that Section 4.3.1 'Siting and Development' of the EA report identifies
that:

"Thefinal well surface locations may be adjusted within the assessment envelope during
detailed design, based on consideration of the environmental and social constraints including
land use (existing and future), topography, subsurface geology, flora and fauna,
archaeological constraints, noise and visual impacts. "

We understand that the final well surface location may be up to some 200m from the location
as shown in Figure 5 of the EA.

The land innnediately to the north−east of the proposed well location, on the northern side of
the Sydney Catchrnent Authority's − Water Supply Canal is part of the Camden Lakeside
Country Club Golf Course.

We are concerned that should the project progress and the well be relocated north east of the
Sydney Catchment Authority's − Water Supply Canal, the well has the potential to sterilise
part of the golf course.

We also note that any relocation of the well north of the Sydney Catchment Authority's −
Water Supply Canal has the potential to affect the future redevelopment of part of the golf
course as part of a golf course estate residential subdivision by SH Camden Lakeside Pty
Limited.

Ground Water and Salinity Impacts

The EA report outlines the Project will result in movement changes to the ground water
aquifers and a reduction in ground water quality.

We utilise water from existing dams, water from Riley's Creek and underground water
aquifers to service the golf course. The water quality of local aquifers are therefore an
important to the health and quality of Rileys Creek and the health and quality of the golf
course.

From our review it is unclear if the Project will result in a loss of water storage and water
quality to the dams. Are there assurances that the continued use of underground water
aquifers (to service the golf course) will not impact upon vegetation or result in land
degradation'?



In regards to salinity, it is also unclear if the Project will result in increased salinity risk
associated with the proposed hydro−fracturing and associated increased movement of
groundwater.

We request assurances that the Project will not result in an increase salinity risk to our
development.

In this respect we are opposed to the proposed Camden Gas Project and request that it be
refused.

Should the project proceed, we request confirmation that well CU20 will not be relocated
onto the northern side of the Sydney Water Catchment − Water Supply Canal.

Yours sincerely,

Tony Mathew
Honorary Secretary
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SJB Planning Pty Ltd
ACN 1 12 509 501

The Director-General
Department of Planning and lnfrastructure
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Attention: Mr. Clay Preshaw

25 November 201 1

Re: Gamden Gas Project Stage 3 - NoÊhern Expansion Project
Application Number 09-0048

Dear Sir,

We write in relation to the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 - Northern Expansion Project - Part 3A
Major Project Application (Application Number 09_0048) currently under assessment by the
Department of Planning and lnfrastructure.

We act on behalf of SH Camden Lakeside Pty Limited (SH Camden Lakeside), the owners of the
Lot 2 DPl 142394, being part of the Camden Lakeside Country Club at 504 Raby Road, Catherine
Field.

SH Camden Lakeside is currently in the process of redeveloping their land holdings as part of a
master planned golf estate, that will accommodate some 333 dwellings set amongst 70 hectares
of golf course. The first stages of residential subdivision development have been approved with
construction on the first 15 dwellings due to commence early in 2012.

We understand that the Major Project was publicly exhibited between October to December 20.10

and AGL is currently reviewing the submissions and preparing a Submissions Report. However,
SH Camden Lakeside has only recently become aware of the proposal and we write on their
behalf to express concerns with the project,

The Project proposes one (1) surface well close proximity of the SH Camden Lakeside landholding
The proximity of the well to the SH Camden Lakeside landholding and the future residential
subdivision developments, raises the following key concerns and potential impacts:

. Land sterilisation

. Air quality

. Hazards, risks and leaks

. Ground water impacts and salinity risk
¡ Construction and operational noise, and vibration
. Public perception and impact on land values

The concerns are addressed in more detail in the attached submission

SH Camden Lakeside is opposed to this Project proposal in its current form, however, we would
be committed to working with AGL to resolve these concerns prior to an approval being granted.

Page 1 of I 631 0_3.2_L001_CL_Rev 1-1 1 1 1 25,doc



Encl, The Hermitage, Concept Masterplan
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1.0 SH Camden Lakeside Pty Limited Land Holdings

SH Camden Lakeside Pty Limited land holdings comprise the following land holdings

The SH Camden Lakeside landholdings are identified in red in Figure 1 below

Figure 1: SH Camden

Property Address Legal Description

Camden Lakeside Country
Club

504 Raby Road, Catherine Field Lot 2 DPl 142394

631 0_3.2_L001 _CL_Bev 1 _1 1 1 1 25,doc
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2.0 Proposal

The Project includes:

o Approxrmately 2O wellsurface locations containrng up to 6 wellheads each;
. A high pressure gas sales pþellne;
o Associated gas gathering and water lines, rncluding interconnection with existlng gas fields,

along with central water storage points where required,'
. Access roads and ancillary tnfrastructure, including storage yard(s), where required,'
. Subsurface drillng of lateral well paths within the boundanes of the Subsurface Pro¡ect Area,

The following proposed surface wells appear to be located within or adjoining the SH Camden
Lakeside holdings (Figure 2):

Sudace well CU20, lt appears this well will be located within the ECBG Development Area, on
land currently zoned Environmental Protection (Scenic) under the current Camden LEP 48,
and designated for Private Recreation under Draft Camden LEP 151 (pp. 8-5 of Environmental
Assessment Reporl,)

Figure Location of wells and surface works
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SH Camden Lakeside
landholdings

Sydney Water

3.0 Potential lmpacts

3.1 FinalWell Locations and Land sterilisation

The EnvironmentalAssessment (EA) report prepared by AECOM identifies that well number CU20
is proposed to be located within the ECBG Development Area to the south of the Camden
Lakeside landholdings (refer to Figure 3 below).

However, we noted that Section 4,3,1 'Siting and Development' of the EA report identifies that:

'The final wellsurface locations may be adjusted within the assessment envebpe during detailed
destgn, based on consideratton of the envtronmental and soctal constraints including land use
(existing and future), topography, subsurface geology, flora and fauna, archaeological constraints,
nobe and visual tmpacts."

We understand from discussions with AGL that the final well surface location may be up to some
200m from the location as shown in Figure 5 of the EA (refer to Figure 3 below).

Figure 3: Location of CU20 (Source: Figure 5 of Camden Gas Project EA dated October 201 0)

The land immediately to the north-east of the proposed well location, on the north-eastern side of
the Sydney Catchment Authority's - Water Supply Canal is owned by SH Camden Lakeside and is
zoned residential, SH Camden Lakeside proposes to develop this part of the site as part of a golf
course estate development.

It is understood that the final well location could potentially be anywhere within this 200m radius
and as such may be relocated on Camden Lakeside landholdings within the area of the future
residential subdivision.

We are concerned that should the project progress and the well be relocated north east of the
Sydney Catchment Authority's - Water Supply Canal, the well has the potential to sterilise part of
the SH Camden Lakeside land holdings. Any relocation of the well north of the Sydney Catchment
Authority's - Water Supply Canal has the potential to affect the future residential subdivision of this
land.

Pty Ltd
501
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ln this regard, SH Camden Lakeside requests confirmation that, should the project progress, that
well CU20 is not located on the northern side of the Sydney Catchment Authority's - Water Supply
Canal.

3.2 Air Quality

The EA report outlines the project will result in the following emissions

Coal Seam Methane (CSM) gas from leakages during drilling of construction wells
Gas vented following well shut in periods
Odour (if oxygenation of aquifer waters occurs)
Dust generation during use of unsealed roads

We note the air quality assessment is based upon existing residential receivers, and does not take
into consideration the potential impact of gas venting upon future occupants within our land
holdings.

From our review the 'ìmmediate tie-in to the gas gathering system' is a type of mitigation measure
'that may significantly limit or even remove the need for gas ventrng'. However it is unclear from
the EA report if this will be undertaken for well CU020 located in the vicinity of our land holdings.

Accordingly, we request that the air quality assessment be updated to reflect the location of future
residents within our landholdings (refer to masterplan attached). Further, it is requested that, if the
project progresses, surface well CU020 be immediately tied-in to the gas gathering system during
(well) commissioning to ensure gas venting events do not occur.

ln regards to odour, we note the EA repoft does not accurately quantify, or assess the potential

odour impacts originating from the Project. Further, there are no environmental mitigation
measures relating to odour impacts in the Environmental Safeguard commitments outlined in

Section 14.4 oÍ the EA Report.

Given the proximity of the surface wells to our future residential areas, we request an odour
assessment be undertaken and mitigation measures, which result in zero impact on our
development be determined and implemented,

ln regards to dust generation, we note well CU020 would require the construction of new access
roads. lt is not clear of the type of road to be constructed or the type of earthworks proposed. lt is
assumed these new access roads will require re-grading of the land and will be unsealed.

Although mitigation measures have been identified which would minimise dust tmpacts during the
commissioning of any surface wells, there are no measures identified which would mitigate dust
impacts during operation. Considering there will be no personnel during the operation of the well,
the lack of maintenance and management of the new unsealed roads will potentially create
unacceptable impacts upon future residents during high wind events.

We request that any access roads be sealed to ensure dust generation is minimised.

3.3 Hazards, Risks and Leaks

The predominant source of hazard is the potential leak of Coal Seam Methane (CSM), This will
have the potential to cause injury or damage if there was ignition, resulting in a ftre or explosion
incident. These leaks could occur during routine operation, during equipment maintenance or work
over operations.

Page 6 of 8 8310 3.2 L001 CL Bevl 111125,doc
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Based on the Preliminary Hazard Analysis we understand the minimum distance required to
minimise the probability of a fatality is 20 metres from the surface well, and 5 metres from the gas
gathering lines. Considering the proposed wells could be located anywhere within the stated buffer
zones, there is a probability that surface well CU020 could be unreasonably located in proximity to
our land holdings. This could have the result in sterilising redevelopment of our landholdings, or
placing future residents at risk.

It is also unclear if this analysis took into account the future residents within our land holdings, or
the hazards and risks following the decommissioning of the wells/gas gathering lines that will
remain in-situ,

3.4 Ground Water lmpacts and Salinity Risk

The EA report outlines the Project will result in movement changes to the ground water aquifers
and a reduction in ground water quality.

The owners of the golf course currently utilise water from existing dams, water from Riley's Creek
and underground water aquifers to service the golf course, Future redevelopment of the
landholdings will include additional golf and therefore an increased reliance on surface and ground
water as a natural resource.

The water quality of local aquifers, water within Riley's Creek and dams on site are therefore an
important part of the SH Camden Lakeside landholdings, in terms of the health of riparian corridors
across their land holdings and the future redevelopment around a healthy and quality golf course.

From our review it is unclear if the Project will result in a reduction in volume or quality of both
surface and ground water. SH Camden lakeside requests that this issue is addressed further and
the true impact on our proposed development determined. lt is not unreasonable to request
assurance that the Project would result in zero impact on this most precious natural resource,

ln regards to salinity, it is also unclear if the Project will result in increased construction costs to our
development given the increased salinity risk associated with the proposed hydro-fracturing and
associated increased movement of groundwater.

We request assurances that the Project will not result in an increased salinity risk to our
development.

3.5 Construction and Operational Noise, and Vibration

The EA report outlines the project will result tn the following noise and vibration impacts

¡ Construction noise impacts from access to and drilling of the gas wells
¡ Construction noise and vibratìon impacts of installation of the gas gathering systems
. Noise impacts of the operation of the gas wells

We note the noise and vibration assessment is based upon existing residential receivers, and does
not take into consideration the potentral impact upon future residents.

Although it is acknowledged that noise mitigation is required for the proposed surface well CU020
it is unclear what nolse mitigation measures are proposed and if they would be adequate to ensure
zero impact on the residents of our development. Further noise mitigation measures may be
required within our development, unreasonably increasing construction costs and thereby
impacting the feasible redevelopment of the landholdings.

Page 7 of I 6310 3.2 L0o1 CL Rev 1 111125,doc
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Accordingly, we request that the noise and vibration assessment be updated to include an
assessment of the future residents, and to clearly set out what mitigation measures would be
necessary to achieve the noise criterion.

3.6 Public Perception and lmpact on Land Values

The overriding key concerns of SH Camden Lakeside is that the proposed gas project has the
potential to jeopardise the redevelopment of their land holdings due to publlc perception of the
proposed gas project. The resulting impact on future sales of residential lots is a very real concern
and has the potential to directly reduce the value of our landholdings.

The public perception of the gas project has the potential to have a significant impact on future
residential subdivisions of the SH Camden Lakeside landholdings. The mining of gas within an

urban release precinct cannot be interest of the NSW Government, if it is likely to affect public
perception -and land values.

4.0 Gonclusion

SH Camden Lakeside is opposed to this project proposal in its current form. However, we would
be committed to working with AGL to resolve these concerns prior to an approval being granted

The primary concerns relating to the Camden Gas Project relate to the lack of assessment against
the future redevelopment of SH Camden Lakeside landholdings, and in particular future residents.

The location of the surface wells, and the associated air, noise, water and hazards have the
potential to sterilise the redevelopment of SH Camden Lakeside landholdings, and impact upon
the future delivery of housing to the locality and subsurface water supply.

We request additional assessment be undertaken with specific regard to our proposed
development (refer appended master plan) to ensure that, if the Project progressed, there would
be zero impact on future residents and businesses within our landholdings.

The negative public perception of the proposed Project is highly likely to negatively impact future
sales thereby reducing the value of SH Camden Lakeside land holdings, This would ìmpact upon
the future delivery of housing to the locality which is an imporlant part of the future supply of
housing to the southwest and the overall Sydney Metropolitan region.

We request confirmation that, should the project proceed, that well CU20 is not relocated onto the
northern side of the Sydney Catchment Authority - Water Supply Canal on SH Camden Lakeside
land.

ACN 112 509 501
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The Director−General
Department of Planning and infrastructure
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Attention: Mr. Clay Preshaw

25 November 2011

Department of−P/anninc
Received

2 8 NOV 2011

Scanning Room

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3 − Northern Expansion Project
Application Number 09_0048

Dear Sir,

We write in relation to the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 − Northern Expansion Project − Part 3A
Major Project Application (Application Number 09_0048) currently under assessment by the
Department of Planning and Infrastructure.

We act on behalf of SH Camden Valley Pty Limited (SH Camden Valley), the owners of the
Camden Valley Golf Resort and former El Caballo Blanco tourist park at 650 to 880 Camden Valley
Way, Catherine Field.

SH Camden Valley is currently in the process of redeveloping their land holdings as part of a
master planned residential community referred to as The Hermitage. The Hermitage will offer some
1,800 home sites set amongst 120 hectares of golf course. The first stages of residential
subdivision development have commenced on the site, with consent granted for approximately
265 ~ots and on which approximately 50 houses are either under construction or nearing
completion.

We understand that the Major Project was publicly exhibited between October to December 2010
and AGL is currently reviewing the submissions and preparing a Submissions Report. However,
SH Camden Valley has only recently become aware of the proposal and we write on their behalf to
express concerns with the project.

The Project proposes three (3) surface wells within or in the immediate vicinity of the SH Camden
Valley landholdings. The proximity of the three surface wells to the SH Camden Valley landholdings
and the proposed and approved residential subdivision developments, raises the following key
concerns and potential impacts:

• Land sterilisation
• Air quality
• Hazards, risks and leaks
• Ground water impacts and salinity risk
• Construction and operational noise, and vibration
• Public perception and impact on land values

The concerns are addressed in more detail in the attached submission.

SH Camden Valley is opposed to this Project proposal in its current form, however, we would be
committed to working with AGL to resolve these concerns prior to an approval being granted.

SJB Planning Pty Ltd Page 1 of 10 6310_3.2_LO01_CV_Rev_2_111125.doc
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We look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency. Please contact Oliver Roborgh at
Sekisui House on 8817 4830 or Michael Baker on 9380 9911 or by email at mbaker@sib.com.au.

Yours sincerely

.f
Mi chael Baker

XJAssociate

Encl, The Hermitage, Concept Masterplan
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1.0 SH Camden Valley Pty Limited Land Holdings

SH Camden Valley Pty Limited land holdings comprise the following land holdings:

Property

Camden Valley Golf Resort

Address

650−810 Camden Valley Way,
Catherine Field

Former El Caballo Blanco 880 Camden Valley Way
Tourist Park Catherine Field

Legal Description

Lot 100 DP1154120

Lot 1 DP 547127

Lot 3 DP 619850

Lot 701 DP1154772

Lot 10 DP 1086849

Figure 1: SH Camden Valley landholdings

SJB Planning Pty Ltd Page 3 of 10 6310_3.2_L001.CV.Rev_2_111125 doc
ACN 112 509 501



SJB Planning

2.0 Proposal

The Project includes:

• Approximately 20 well surface locations conta/n/hg up to 6 wellheads each;
• A h/gh pressure gas sa/es pioeline;
• Assoc/atedgas gathering and water /ines, includ/ng/hterconnect/on with ex/st/hg gas fields,

along with central water storage points where required;
• A ccess roads andanc/llary/hfrastructure,/nc/ud/ng storage yard(s), where requ/red,

• Subsurface drill/ng of lateral we//paths w/th/n the boundan'es of the Subsurface Project Area.

The following proposed surface wells appear to be located within, or adjoining the SH Camden
Valley holdings (Figure 2):

• Surface wells CU02. It appears this surface well would utilise future open space areas within
Turner Road (pp8−4 of Environmental Assessrnent Report.)

Surface well CU20 & CU22. It appears these wells will be located within the ECBG
Development Area, on land currently zoned Environmental Protection (Scenic) under the
current Camden LEP 48, and designated for Private Recreation under Draft Camden LEP 151
(pp 8−5 of Environmental Assessment Report.)

Figure 2: Location of wells and surface works
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3.0 Potential Impacts

3.1 Final Well Locations and Land sterilisation

Well CU02

The Environmental Assessment (EA) report prepared by AECOM identifies that well number CU02
is proposed to utilise future open space areas within Turner Road.

However, we noted that Section 4.3.1 'Siting and Development' of the EA report identifies that:

"The fina/ we// surface /ocations may be adjusted within the assessment en ve/ope dur/hg detailed
desil;rn, based on consideration of the en vironmental and socia/ constra/hts /nc/uding /and use
(ex/st/ng and future), topography, subsurface geo/ogy, flora and fauna, archaeo/og/ba/ constraints,
noise and visual impacts. "

We understand from discussions with AGL that the final well surface location may be up to some
200m from the location as shown in Figure 5 of the EA (refer to Figure 3 below).

Figure 3: Location of CU02 (Source: Figure 5 of Camden Gas Project EA Report − Volume1 dated October 2010)

From our review of the location of well CU02 as identified within the EA report, this well appears to
be located in close proximity to the future alignment of the North Spine Road as identified in the
Turner Road DGP or alternatively within the B5 Business Development zoned portion of the land.

We are concerned that the proposed well location has the potential to steritise this part of the site,
affect future subdivision of this land and most importantly affect the alignment of the North Spine
Road.
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Well CU22

The Well Surface Location of Well CU22 is currently located on the eastern side of the Sydney
Catchment Authority's − Water Supply Canal, outside of the SH Camden Valley land holdings as
shown in Figure 4 below.

Sydney Water
Canal

SH Camden Valley
landholdings

Figure 4: Location of CU22 (Source: Figure 5 of Camden Gas Project EA Report − Volume1 dated ©ctober 2010)

However, it is noted that the 200m well buffer or assessment envelope projects across the Sydney
Catchment Authority's − Water Supply Canal across part of the SH Camden Valley land holdings.
This part of SH Camden Valley's land holdings is zoned residential and is the subject of a
residential subdivision DA currently with Camden Council awaiting determination.

It is understood that the final well location could potentially be anywhere within this 200m radius
and as such may be relocated on SH Camden Valley landholdings and within the area of the
proposed residential subdivision. SH Camden Valley received a verbal confirmation from Mr Adam
Lollback in a meeting held 17 November 2011 at AGL offices that if the project proceeded, well
CU22 would remain on the eastern side of the Sydney Catchment Authority − Water Supply Canal.

We kindly request confirmation of this advice in writing.

Well CU20

Well CU20 is shown in Figure 5 of the EA to be located on the eastern side of the Sydney
Catchment Authority's − Water Supply Canal (refer to excerpt in Figure 5 below), close to the
eastern boundary of SH Camden Valley's land holdings. However, the 200m buffer extends into
SH Camden Valley landholdings and as such the final location of this well may potentially be on the
western side of the canal and therefore on SH Camden Valley land.

We understand that AGL has been advised by neighbouring landowners that this area of the SH
Camden Valley landholdings is undevelopable and therefore may be more suitable for the
proposed well. As can be seen from the appended master plan this is not the case. SH Camden
Valley are proposing residential development immediately adjacent to the riparian corridor which
abuts the Sydney Catchment Authority Canal. Furthermore this riparian corridor surrounds Riley's
Creek and is classified as a Category 1 Watercourse as defined by the Office of Environment and
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Heritage (formerly DECCW) and it is understood that AGL are not permitted to locate any surface
wells within 40m of top of bank.

In this regard SH Camden Valley requests confirmation that, should the project progress, well
CU20 would not be located on the western side of Sydney Catchment Authority's − Water Supply
Canal.

i
4;

SH Camden Valley −−
landholdings

Sydney Water

Figure 5: Location of CU20 (Source: Figure 5 of Camden Gas Project EA Report − Volume1 dated October 2010)

3.2 Air Quality

The EA report outlines the project will result in the following emissions:

• Coal Seam Methane (CSM) gas from leakages during drilling of construction wells
• Gas vented following well shut in periods
• Odour (if oxygenation of aquifer waters occurs)

• Dust generation during use of unsealed roads

We note the air quality assessment is based upon existing residential receivers, and does not take
into consideration the potential impact of gas venting upon future occupants within our land
holdings.

From our review the 'immediate tie−in to the gas gathering system' is a type of mitigation measure
'that may significant/y /ira/t or even remove the need for gas venting'. However it is unclear from
the EA report if this will be undertaken for wells CU02, CU020 and CU022 located in the vicinity of
our land holdings.

Accordingly, we request that the air quality assessment be updated to reflect the location of future
residents within our landholdings (refer to master plan attached). Further, it is requested that, if the
project progresses, surface wells CU02, CU020 and CU022 be immediately tied−in to the gas
gathering system during (well) commissioning to ensure gas venting events do not occur.

In regards to odour, we note the EA report does not accurately quantify, or assess the potential
odour impacts originating from the Project. Further, there are no environmental mitigation
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measures relating to odour impacts in the Environmental Safeguard commitments outlined in
Section 14.4 of the EA Report.

Given the proximity of the surface wells to our future residential and employment areas, we request
an odour assessment be undertaken and mitigation measures, which would result in zero impact
on our development, be determined.

In regards to dust generation, we note wells CU02, CU020 and CU022 would require the
construction of new access roads. It is not clear of the type of road to be constructed or the type
of earthworks proposed. It is assumed these new access roads will require re−grading of the land
and will be unsealed.

Although mitigation measures have been identified which would minimise dust impacts during the
commissioning of any surface wells, there are no measures identified which would mitigate dust
impacts during operation. Considering there will be no personnel during the operation of the well,
the lack of maintenance and management of the new unsealed roads will potentially create
unacceptable impacts upon future residents during high wind events.

We request that any access roads be sealed to ensure dust generation is minimised.

3.3 Hazards, Risks and Leaks

The predominant source of hazard is the potential leak of Coal Seam Methane (CSM). This will
have the potential to cause injury or damage if there was ignition, resulting in a fire or explosion
incident. These leaks could occur during routine operation, during equipment maintenance or work
over operations.

Based on the Preliminary Hazard Analysis we understand the minimum distance required to
minimise the probability of a fatality is 20 metres from the surface well, and 5 metres from the gas
gathering lines. Considering the proposed wells could be located anywhere within the stated buffer
zones, there is a probability that surface wells CU02, CU020 and CU022 could be unreasonably
located in proximity to our land holdings. This could have the result in sterilising redevelopment of
our landholdings, or placing future residents at risk.

It is also unclear if this analysis took into account the future residents within our land holdings, or
the hazards and risks following the decomrnissioning of the wells/gas gathering lines that will
remain in−situ.

3.4 Ground Water Impacts and Salinity Risk

The EA report outlines the Project will result in movement changes to the ground water aquifers
and a reduction in ground water quality.

SH Camden Valley currently utilises existing water dams, water from South Creek and
underground water aquifers to service the golf course. Future redevelopment of the landholdings
will include additional golf and therefore an increased reliance on surface and ground water as a
natural resource.

From our review it is unclear if the Project will result in a reduction in volume or quality of both
surface and ground water. SH requests that this issue is addressed further and the true impact on
our proposed development determined. It is not unreasonable to request assurance that the
Project would result in zero impact on this most precious natural resource.
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In regards to salinity, it is also unclear if the Project will result in increased construction costs to our
development given the increased salinity risk associated with the proposed hydro−fracturing and
associated increased movement of groundwater.

We request assurances that the Project will not result in an increased salinity risk to our
development.

3.5 Construction and Operational Noise, and Vibration

The EA report outlines the project will result in the following noise and vibration impacts:

• Construction noise impacts from access to and drilling of the gas wells

• Construction noise and vibration impacts of installation of the gas gathering systems
• Noise impacts of the operation of the gas wells

We note the noise and vibration assessment is based upon existing residential receivers, and does
not take into consideration the potential impact upon future residents.

Although it is acknowledged that noise mitigation is required for the proposed surface wells CU02.
CU020andCUO22, it is unclear what noise mitigation measures are proposed and if they would
be adequate to ensure zero impact on the residents of our development. Further noise mitigation
measures may be required within our development, unreasonably increasing construction costs,
and thereby impacting the feasible redevelopment of the landholdings.

Accordingly, we request that the noise and vibration assessment be updated to include an
assessment of the future residents, and to clearly set out what mitigation measures would be
necessary to achieve the noise criterion.

3.6 Public Perception and Impact on Land Values

The overriding key concern of SH Camden Valley is that the proposed gas project has the
potential to jeopardise the redevelopment of their land holdings due to negative public perception
of the proposed gas project. The resulting impact on future sales of residential lots is a very real
concern and has the potential to directly reduce the value of SH Camden Valley land holdings.

The SH Camden Valley land holdings are located within the Turner Road Precinct of Sydney's
South West Growth Centre. in 2005, the NSW Government identified the Growth Centres as the
home for new communities to accommodate 500,000 people over the next 30 years to address
Sydney's chronic undersupply of housing.

The public perception of the gas project has the potential to have a significant impact on both the
approved and future residential subdivisions of the SH Camden Valley landholdings. The mining of
gas within the South West Growth Centres precincts cannot be in the interest of the NSW, if it is
likely to affect public perception and land values.

SJB Planning Pty Ltd Page 9 of 10 6310_3.2_LO01_CV_Rev_2_111125 doc
ACN 112 509 501



SJB Planning

4.0 Conclusion

SH Camden Valley is opposed to this project proposal in its current form. However, we would be
committed to working with AGL to resolve these concerns prior to an approval being granted.

The primary concerns relating to the Project relate to the lack of assessment against the future
redevelopment of SH Camden Valley landholdings, and in particular future residents.

We request additional assessment be undertaken with specific regard to our proposed
development (refer appended master plan) to ensure that, if the Project progressed, there would
be zero impact on future residents and businesses within our landholdings.

The negative public perception of the proposed Project is highly likely to negatively impact future
sales thereby reducing the value of SH Camden Valley land holdings. This would irnpact upon the
future delivery of housing to the locality which is an important part of the future supply of housing
to the southwest growth area and the overall Sydney Metropolitan region.

Furthermore, we request confirmation that, should the project proceed, that wels CU20 and CU22
would not be relocated onto the western side of the Sydney Catchment Authority − Water Supply
Canal.
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24th January 2011 

Mr. Clay Preshaw 
Major Projects Assessment 
NSW Department of  Planning 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Re: Submiss ion on Camden Gas Pr ojec t  Stage 3 (Nor ther n Expansion) 

Dear Mr Preshaw: 

Please find attached, the submission from the Scenic Hills Association (SHA) on the project 
application and Environmental Assessment of  AGL Energy Limited (AGL) for its proposed 
Camden Gas Project Stage 3 (Northern Expansion). 

Yours sincerely 

   
Jacqui Kirkby     Greg Burke     Barry Moore 

0411 873 999    0421 158 067    0419 693 952 
    

Cc.  Mayor Paul Lake (Campbelltown City Council) 
Andrew McDonald MP  
Cate Faehrmann MLC 
Brad Hazzard, MP 

Updated February 4th, 2011 to correct error on page 7, point 2.2.4, last sentence, which 
now reads: “Ther e  ar e  cur r en t ly  no  known Abor ig ina l  ‘P lace s ’  w i th in  the  Sur fa ce  Pr o j e c t  
Ar ea .”  A reference has been added to page 11, point 2.3.6: Appendix E, page 2. 
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SUBMISSION ON CAMDEN GAS PROJECT STAGE 3 (NORTHERN 
EXPANSION) FROM THE SCENIC HILLS ASSOCIATION 

Thank you for granting our request for an extension of  time to submit on this project.  

In our letter of  November 15th 2010 (requesting that extension), we expressed the view that 
the proximity of  the public exhibition of  AGL’s Environmental Assessment (EA) for this 
project so close to year end (an extremely busy period, especially for those of  our members 
engaged in religious activities), and the time given to respond, would mean that any response 
we could give before end of  February would be severely limited by our ability to research and 
engage the professional expertise we felt we needed to make a quality response to such a large, 
complicated and technical document. 

In that letter we also expressed the concern that the timing of  the public exhibition (in the 
busy pre-Christmas period) and the decision to reach a project determination by the end of  
February (prior to the NSW elections, after which the legislation under which this is being 
decided is likely to be removed) did not encourage community confidence in the processes of  
government, particularly in light of  the problems with coal seam gas (CSG) mining currently 
being identified by a large and growing number of  groups, individuals and organisations 
across Australia and overseas. 

Notwithstanding the limitations, we have reviewed key documents and sought preliminary 
advice on areas of  key concern. We hope that the NSW Department of  Planning (DoP) will, 
when considering the issues raised by us, give careful consideration to re-dressing the apparent 
imbalance evident in the relative time allotted to AGL and the community to make our 
respective cases. 

1 Position Summary 

The Scenic Hills is the local name given to the area covered by the Campbelltown Local 
Environment Plan [LEP] – District 8 (Central Hills Lands) on the South West outskirts of  
Sydney and adjoining land in the Camden Local Government Area (LGA). The Scenic Hills 
Association (SHA) was formed on March 17th 2010 by local land and home owners in, and 
adjacent to the Hills (in the suburbs of  Varroville and St Andrews) with the aim of  preserving 
and protecting the Hills from numerous threats to both its Environmental Protection (Scenic) 
zoning under that plan, and to the core aim of  that zoning, which was to preserve the scenic 
qualities of  the rural heritage landscape, with its remnant bushland (including the Critically 
Endangered Cumberland Plain Woodland) and its special sense of  place for the community.  

Our position mirrors that of  the community and is strongly supported by Campbelltown City 
Council (Council). In 2007, Council, in rejecting a land developer’s proposal to have part of  
the area rezoned for commercial purposes, stated1: 

“(2)…Council confirms in the strongest possible terms its support for the high value that the 
Community of  Campbelltown and South Western Sydney places on the Scenic Hills as an 
iconic landscape with distinctive scenic, heritage and environmental qualities. 
(3)…Council unequivocally commits to continue to maintain and preserve the Scenic Hills for 
future generations to enjoy. 
(4)…Council declares it has no intention to amend current overall planning controls that 
would allow land uses and development with the Scenic Hills, not currently permitted by LEP 
District 8 (Central Hills Land).” 

                                                             
1 Minutes of  Campbelltown City Council Meeting November 13th, 2007. 
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AGL’s current proposal - Stage 3 (Northern Expansion) of  the Camden Gas Project (CGP) - 
extends its coal seam gas mining into the Scenic Hills of  both Campbelltown and Camden 
LGAs, and, at the same time, into the Sydney Metropolitan Area. The Subsurface and Surface 
Project Areas encompass the whole land area of  the Scenic Hills from Mount Annan Botanic 
Garden on the southern spur of  the range to Denham Court Road in the north. Further, all 
of  the proposed twelve well sites (of  up to six well heads each, or 72 individual wells in total) 
and much of  the connecting infrastructure are to be located within the Environmental 
Protection (Scenic) zoning of  both LGAs, including the botanic garden. 

We feel that AGL has been disingenuous in justifying its proposal to extend the CGP into the 
Scenic Hills. Extractive industries and mining are specifically prohibited under the Environmental 
Protection (Scenic) zoning and generally under Campbelltown LEP – District 8. However, 
AGL avoids this prohibition by classifying its project as either a public utility undertaking or public 
utility installation in petroleum production, making it permissible under the respective LEPs.  SHA 
has received legal advice that AGL’s interpretation of  the legislation is not correct and may be 
subject to challenge. 

Mounting evidence from other parts of  NSW and Queensland suggests that the project is also 
incompatible with at least three of  the objectives of  the zoning (Zone 7(d1), 1 (b-c, e) in the 
Campbelltown LEP – District 8, concerning rural activities, including farming and agricultural 
research. This evidence is finding support in government departments, government agencies 
and universities. Last year departmental advice to the Federal Minister for Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities, warned that coal and CSG mining 
companies had underestimated the impacts of  their activities on native springs, groundwater 
recovery and land subsidence2. On December 3rd 2010 the National Water Commission 
released a Position Statement on CSG and Water, warning that “the potential impacts of  Coal 
Seam Gas developments, particularly the cumulative effects of  multiple projects are not well 
understood,” noting problems associated with hydrofracturing (or ‘fraccing’), land subsidence, 
waste water management, water extraction and “significant social impacts” caused by the 
disruptive nature of  infrastructure construction and access. Soil scientist, Peter Dart of  the 
University of  Queensland’s School of  Land, Crop and Food Sciences warned of  CSG 
mining’s potential to damage top agricultural soil3.  

Any damage to water or soil in the Scenic Hills would be devastating in its overall impact due 
to the combined effect of  the small size of  the rural holdings, the age and dispersal of  the 
remnant Cumberland Plain Woodland and the potential for severe droughts in the area since 
early colonial times.4 Destroying the viability of  rural activity and bushland would have a 
domino effect on its heritage, its flora and fauna and the communities living there. However, 
in the preparation of  its EA, AGL has avoided inconvenient findings that might have emerged 
from comprehensive, integrated site-specific research and from local community consultation - 
relying instead on ‘desk’ research, prior experience outside the area and applying a limited 
envelope approach that assumes that an otherwise complex interactive environment (at both 
surface and subsurface levels) can be isolated into pockets at the surface. 

In particular, AGL has not provided a site-specific hydrology study or technical details in 
writing of  its controversial use of  hydrofracturing. In not doing so, it has failed to meet the 

                                                             
2 Australian Financial Review, November 22nd 2010. 
3 Reported in the Courier Mail November 20th 2010. 
4 Local historian Verlie Fowler (former Campbelltown Councillor and former President of  the Campbelltown 
and Airds Historical Society) wondered whether the history of  severe droughts in the area was due to a localised 
‘rainshadow’. We provide indicative analysis from the monitoring of  rainfall at Varro Ville House over the last 
five years as Attachment A. 
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standards recently specified by the National Water Commission in its assessment of  water 
related impacts in the EA. These omissions are consistent with the approach it has taken 
throughout the EA that environmental risks are all above ground in the surface project area, 
ignoring key concerns about subsurface impacts on the surface environment (and the 
connectedness between the two).  

AGL may have also downplayed the expected impact of  the project on this fragile 
environment by concealing the project size - referring to twelve well sites and associated ‘well 
heads’ (rather than saying 72 wells), and by omitting from the assessment critical infrastructure 
that must accompany the successful operation of  the project, but which is yet to be specified 
e.g. infield compression, central water storage points and “ancillary infrastructure” including 
storage yards etc.  

The omissions and methodological flaws in the EA limit proper scrutiny of  the project, 
undermine the integrity of  the EA and give the impression that AGL is pursuing a ‘foot in the 
door’ strategy that avoids proper accountability. 

This casual disregard for the impact of  this project on the rural nature of  the Scenic Hills may 
derive from flawed assumptions about the future of  the zoning. AGL has dismissed the need 
to protect the viability of  the Hills’ rural activity, claiming (Main Report page 8-8), “Much of  
this land has been rezoned or is proposed to be rezoned under a Draft LEP. It is therefore important to note 
in this regard that planned future growth in the area will result in large portions of  currently undeveloped land 
being released and developed for a variety of  land uses, thereby resulting in the loss of  existing rural and 
agricultural land.” This statement may apply to land in the Camden LGA where the bulk of  the 
South West Growth Centre is located, however it does not apply to the Campbelltown 
objectives for the Scenic Hills. Further, it is not possible to isolate impacts on the adjoining 
land in Camden from that in the Campbelltown LGA.  

Whether AGL’s apparent misunderstanding about the Scenic Hills is due to the lack of  local 
research (based on an assumption that the conditions that it has been operating under in 
Camden can be transferred directly to the Campbelltown LGA) or is disingenuous, we cannot 
say.  However, in the EA, AGL has also failed to outline the rare and unique properties 
(natural and cultural assets) of  the Hills that make it a place of  significance at national, state 
and local levels of  government (and explain why the area was set aside as an Environmental 
Protection area under local planning in the 1970s within the Sydney Metropolitan Area 
[SMA]). AGL and its consultants could not have been ignorant of  these facts, given the public 
availability of  the information, nor could they have been ignorant of  the ‘sensitive’ land uses 
in the Hills (monasteries, churches and schools), which sit in surreal juxtaposition to the 
industrial nature of  the proposed activities. (This is discussed in detail in the next section.) 

Finally, in considering the value of  these community assets, we question whether the quality 
of  the CSG deposits here (in terms of  ease of  extraction, given the proposal to use an 
unspecified amount of  hydrofracturing) justifies the damage that such a process may cause to 
this unique area. There is nothing in the EA that addresses the economics of  exploiting this 
resource relative to other CSG options or with reference to the cost to the community (i.e. a 
cost-benefit analysis), renewable energy sources are not included in the discussion of  
alternatives, and there is no evidence or quantitative data accompanying the “do nothing” 
option – only ‘motherhood’ statements. This is an unacceptable basis for making any risky 
business decision, and in particular, a project determination that is deemed to be of  “state 
significance”, particularly as this must surely set precedents for further CSG exploitation in 
the SMA. 
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1.1 Our Position 

SHA therefore supports Campbelltown City Council (Council) in strongly 
objecting to AGL’s project application, and along with it, its Environmental 
Assessment (EA). 

 Two petitions were raised last year in support of  the Scenic Hills: 

i. An online petition of  982 names (after removal of  62 incomplete entries) raised in 
2010 in conjunction with the local newspaper, the Macarthur Chronicle (the 
Chronicle set up the petition and kept a copy). This is included as Attachment B; 

ii. 295 names gathered at the local Mount Carmel Catholic Church in 2010 (sent under 
separate cover). 

Further, as members of  the Lock the Gate Alliance we support the call for a 
moratorium on all new approvals of  coal and coal seam gas mining to allow time 
for an independent enquiry to be carried out on the impact of  the industry (and its 
controversial use of  hydraulic fracturing) on health (human and animal), the environment, 
other land use, heritage, communities, land ownership and land values. Until this is done 
and appropriate legislation put in place to guide and regulate the industry we do not 
support approvals of  any new projects – either to explore or develop. This includes the 
northern expansion of  the CGP (Stage 3).  

As a useful contribution to this process, we support Council’s call for the establishment 
of  a Planning Assessment Commission to specifically investigate this project given the 
flaws identified in the application and the DoP’s role in permitting this EA to go on 
public exhibition against advice from Council and other government agencies.  
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2. Review of  key aspects of  the Environmental Assessment (EA) for Stage 3 of  the 
Camden Gas Project. 

2.1. Planning and Legal Permissibility of  the Project. 

AGL has classified its project as a major project under Group 2 Clause 6 of  the State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Major Development) 2005 (SEPP 2005) and a project to 
which the Part 3A of  the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) applies. 
The NSW Minister for Planning is the determining authority. 

However AGL has established its permissibility with reference to the LEPs of  Camden and 
Campbelltown. AGL has referenced the Model Provisions in both LEPs to establish that its 
project is a public utility undertaking or public utility installation, and therefore does not require 
development consent for its activities.  

SHA has received legal advice that AGL’s interpretation of  the applicable legislation is not 
correct and is subject to challenge.  

2.2. Threats to Natural and Cultural Assets of  National, State and Local Significance.  

The EA has not recognised either the importance of, or the potential impact on the rare and 
unique properties of  the Scenic Hills, as follows: 

2.2.1. The area has a long history of  severe droughts since colonial times, and indicative 
research on rainfall patterns (Attachment A) supports the local view that it may be 
in a localised rainshadow. When considering the small size of  the rural holdings in 
the Hills and the dispersal of  endangered or threatened species (flora and fauna) 
this means that any damage to its soil or surface water could have a catastrophic 
effect on the viability of  the protection zone. The possibility of  damage to 
landform (subsidence), soil and water that threatens rural activity in the Hills also 
threatens the Hill’s European heritage, i.e. the rural heritage landscape, the 
agricultural and estate features contained within the landscape, and the state and 
nationally listed properties such as Varro Ville House, which depends on the 
surrounding land for its setting and context (800 acres of  the original 1000 acre 
1810 Varro Ville estate is wholly contained within the protection zone).5 All of  
these depend on the viability of  rural activity in the Hills, but may also suffer 
damage directly - such as to the dams (‘waterholes’) established by the famous 
explorer Charles Sturt across the Varro Ville estate in the 1830s or to the stands 
of  19th century Critically Endangered Cumberland Plain Woodland that forms 
part of  Varro Ville House’s former landscape park. 

2.2.2. The rural heritage landscape contained within the Hills is, itself, of  increasing 
rarity in the Cow Pastures area. In a groundbreaking report jointly commissioned 
in 2000 by the NSW Heritage Council and the National Trust, the authors stated 
“An overriding consideration for this entire study is that there remain within the Cumberland 
Plain and nearby areas, rural landscapes and landscape features of  cultural value on account of  
their ability to demonstrate important aspects of  early European occupation – gardens, vineyards, 
orchards, paddocks, fences, cemeteries, grant areas, windbreaks and accessways…These early 
colonial landscapes are, collectively of  except ional  s igni f i cance [our emphasis] for their 
ability to demonstrate the interaction of  the early European settlers with the Australian 

                                                             
5 See Camden Gas Project Stage 3 (Northern Expansion) – submission from Owners of  Varro Ville House, January 12th 
2010. 
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landscape…”6 The authors noted about Varro Ville: “ [It]...is one of  the few estates 
remaining in the Campbelltown area where the form of  the original grant and the former 
agricultural use of  the estate is still appreciable to any great extent."7 Many of  the historic 
estates in the area that were included in above report are being subsumed and lost 
forever to development in the South West Growth Centre, including many that 
featured in Hardy Wilson’s, The Cow Pasture Road (Art in Australia, Sydney, 1920). 

2.2.3. Mount Annan Botanic Garden is located at the southern end of  the Scenic Hills. 
Dismissed in the Main Report of  the EA as a “local tourist attraction” (page 2-4), 
it is the Australian native plant garden of  the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney, with 
a collection of  over 4000 species, and is the largest botanic garden in Australia. It 
is home to 160 species of  birds and other wildlife (including wallaroos, swamp 
wallabies and protected reptiles). It hosts the NSW Seedbank and the only publicly 
accessible collection of  clonal replicas (first generation) of  the endangered 
Wollemi Pine. AGL plans to locate portions of  its gas gathering system in the 
botanic garden. 

2.2.4. The Scenic Hills are central to an area of  high geographic significance in Australian 
history generally and Aboriginal history in particular. Known as the Yandel’ora 
“land of  peace between peoples”, this was a special meeting place between 
Aboriginal groups to settle disputes in a peaceable manner, determine law and 
arrange marriages at least once in a generation, with tribes coming from as far 
north as Maroochydore and as far south as Melbourne8. Its significance extends 
beyond the artefacts and landmarks identified by AGL in its EA, applying instead 
to the whole land area and its sense of  place. The idea of  the Yandel’ora is not 
dead but something living even today.  St. Patrick’s College, Campbelltown, has a 
Yandel’ora Reconciliation Garden, a sacred space of  native plants, made and 
maintained by the pupils. There is no mention of  the Yandel’ora in the assessment 
of  Aboriginal heritage and the associated archaeology  (though these facts are 
freely available on the DECCW website). Appendix I Aboriginal Archaeological 
Assessment simply states (page 45), “There are currently no known Aboriginal ‘Places’ 
within the Surface Project Area.” 

2.2.5. AGL’s EA has ignored issues of  compatibility with other land use in key parts of  
the Scenic Hills that are classified under certain planning instruments as ‘sensitive’, 
including monasteries (Carmelite community of  nuns and friars), churches, and 
schools. The religious communities in particular, with their dedication to a life of  
contemplative prayer, depend on the tranquil semi-rural environment, with its 
relative silence and scenic beauty. 9 The Carmelite Nuns were not consulted in the 
preparation of  the EA yet believe that their way of  life is seriously threatened by 
the project. We question whether AGL adequately briefed “third party” 
consultants about these communities in the preparation of  the EA. 

2.2.6. At both a practical and symbolic level, the Hills are regarded locally as the ‘lungs’ 
of  Campbelltown in an area that, due to its geography, geology and (some would 

                                                             
6 Colleen Morris and Geoffrey Britton, “Colonial Landscapes of  the Cumberland Plain and Camden, NSW: A Survey of  
selected pre-1860 Cultural Landscapes from Wollondilly to Hawkesbury LGA”, National Trust, 2000 (commissioned by 
the NSW Heritage Council and prepared by the National Trust of  Australia, NSW, in 2000), p.4. 
7 Colleen Morris and Geoffrey Britton, ibid, p. 97. 
8 Royal Botanic Gardens website: www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov/annan/the_garden/indigenous   
9 See submissions from both the Carmelite Friars (December 7th 2010) and Carmelite Nuns of  Varroville. 
(December 15th 2010). 
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reasonably contend) past planning mistakes, already suffers unacceptably high 
levels of  air pollution and lung related disease. Cumulative pollution impacts, along 
with any damage to the viability of  rural activity and the associated biodiversity of  
remnant, Critically Endangered Cumberland Plains Woodland in this fragile 
environment, would result in the destruction of  the Hills as a greenspace buffer 
zone so vital to the community (and in the eyes of  the community)10. 

2.2.7. The Scenic Hills have long been regarded by Council as the backdrop to the City 
of  Campbelltown11, separating it from Liverpool and Camden. Council has 
reaffirmed the Hills’ role in its current planning for the LGA, citing a draft Visual 
Study for the new consolidated LEP,  “the landscapes of  the Scenic Hills provide the 
setting for the City of  Campbelltown and are what make it a truly unique example of  a satellite 
city.” We note that Council has also suggested that this project has “the potential to 
adversely impact on the implementation of  strategic planning documents that apply to the 
district.12 

2.3. Integrity of  the EA 

2.3.1. The EA appears to be largely based on prior knowledge of  other projects - in 
particular the Camden Gas Project in its previous stages - and desk research.  Key 
assessments specific to the geographic area proposed for Stage 3 have not been 
carried out. Where site-specific assessments are deemed necessary, these are 
scheduled to take place after project approval (sub-reports). This undermines the 
integrity of  the EA, as follows:  

 The community is being asked to comment on a project that is specific to a 
geographic area. The community cannot comment on information that has 
not been provided. Further, the community does not have AGL’s resources 
and should not have to wear the burden of  seeking the information that AGL 
has not bothered to provide. 

 In instances where the community has local knowledge or expertise, certain 
key information and/or the EA’s conclusions have been shown to be flawed. 
These include European Heritage (refer Submission from the owners of  Varro 
Ville House), Noise (refer Submission from the Carmelite Nuns), Hazard and 
Risk (refer Submission from the Carmelite Nuns), Consultation (refer 
Submission from the Carmelite Friars). 

 Key reports show a lack of  quality control, for example the Preliminary 
Hazard Analysis (See Submission from the Carmelite Nuns) with its narrow 
focus, layout errors, omission of  site-specific data, lack of  peer review, and 
vague qualitative statements. Consistent with other reports in the EA, the 
Analysis assumes that all hazards will be above ground. We would have 
expected that issues identified by the National Water Commission and other 
government agencies would have been assessed as part of  this. We would also 
like to see included issues about well casing damage/deterioration (longevity), 
and the cumulative impact of  so many wells placed in close proximity to each 
other, with the use of  hydrofracturing and the potential for these to weaken 
the surrounding structure (among other hazards)  – especially as we 
understand that this is a relatively new approach in CSG mining. 

                                                             
10 See Attachment B for community comments. 
11 Campbelltown, Camden and Appin Structure Plan, State Planning Authority of  New South Wales, 1973. 
12 See Submission by Campbelltown Council page 23. 
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 Despite extensive reliance in the EA on AGL’s experience with the CGP 
Stages 1 and 2, AGL13, in its meeting with SHA on Friday December 10th 2010 
admitted (in response to questioning by SHA representatives) that it had no 
lessons to bring to the CGP Stage 3 as it had not carried out any 
environmental monitoring in the previous ten years of  the CGP. Further AGL 
admitted that it was not possible to gain this information after the fact, as it had 
taken no base line measurements. That being the case, AGL’s experience with 
the CGP to date, and for the purposes of  the EA, is entirely subjective. 

 In AGL’s Community Consultative Committee meeting of  November 25th 
2010, and again in the December meeting with SHA, AGL admitted that it had 
not carried out an hydrology/hydrogeology study and was relying on general 
knowledge of  the Sydney Basin for its assessment of  ground and surface water 
impacts (despite government agencies tabling these as key issues). AGL’s 
hydrogeologist admitted to members of  SHA that without a specific study he 
could not say how dams (including the historic dams across the Varro Ville 
estate, which he was apparently unaware of) were fed, and he could not rule 
out the possibility of  natural springs in the area. It follows therefore, and with 
reference to concerns raised by the National Water Commission in particular, 
that AGL cannot rule out ground and surface water contamination in this 
fragile environment. 

2.3.2. Key claims in the EA are just blatantly untrue or questionable. 

 In the Main Report, on page 1-6, AGL claims, “During the preparation of  this 
EA, key stakeholders were identified. These stakeholders included local community groups 
as well as key government agencies. Throughout the preparation of  the EA, these 
stakeholders have been kept informed of  the progress of  the Project and issues raised by 
these stakeholders have been addressed as part of  the EA.” The EA further states 
(Main Report page1-8), “Well surface locations, gas gathering lines and access roads have 
been chosen in consultation with landowners”, and (Main Report, page 3-4) 
“Consultation with landholders during the early Project design phase ensured that well 
surface locations and other infrastructure were sited to accommodate the primary existing 
land use.” While AGL has kindly responded to SHA’s request for meetings 
since the EA went on public exhibition and has invited SHA onto its 
Community Consultative Committee, SHA was not included in the preparation 
of  the EA and we are not aware of  any other ‘community groups’ in the 
Scenic Hills that were consulted. Landowners such as the Carmelite Friars have 
complained (in their Submission) that AGL did not behave with integrity in 
presenting the benefits of  having wells located on their property while 
omitting key information about problems and risks. The Serbian Orthodox 
Diocese of  Aged Care & Education Property Fund claim that its land has 
been included in the EA as the location for a well site of  up to six wells 
(VV07) despite it declining permission to AGL to locate them there. A 
representative of  the Diocese has further indicated that they were unaware of  
this fact until it was brought to their attention by SHA after the deadline for 
closure of  submissions. 

                                                             
13 Present from AGL were Adam Lollback (Lands and Approval Manager, Upstream Gas) and the recently 
appointed John Ross (Manager Hydrogeology, Upstream Gas). 
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 In the Main Report page 8-8, in referring to the ‘undeveloped’ and 
‘agricultural’ land in the surface project area, AGL states, “Much of  this land has been 
rezoned or is proposed to be rezoned under a Draft LEP. It is therefore important to note in 
this regard that planned future growth in the area will result in large portions of  currently 
undeveloped land being released and developed for a variety of  land uses, thereby resulting in 
the loss of  existing rural and agricultural land.” This statement is not correct. It may 
apply to land in the Camden LGA where the bulk of  the South West Growth 
Centre is located, but, to our knowledge, does not apply generally to the surface 
project area of  the CGP (Stage 3).  

 Feedback to one of  our members leads us to question whether AGL’s 
proposed management of  Aboriginal artefacts of  moderate to high archaeological 
sensitivity has the agreement of  the local Aboriginal community.  

 Constant references to environmental management and monitoring in prior 
stages of  the CGP are apparently untrue though we wonder about the 
statement (page 1-7) “The outcomes and recommendations contained within this EA 
would be incorporated into the existing EMS for the CGP. This would ensure a consistent 
level of  environmental management and monitoring across the CGP.” Given AGL’s 
admission (above), and assuming this is a statement of  true intent, it would 
signal a continuation of  the status quo (i.e. no monitoring). 

2.3.3. We note Campbelltown City Council’s claim in its submission that the EA has 
failed to satisfactorily address all the Director General Requirements (DGRs). 

2.3.4. The project is not fully specified. 

 In our meetings with AGL, it acknowledged that it would need in-field 
compression for its northern well sites (RA03, RA09, VV07 and VV11). AGL 
also acknowledged that it might need in-field compression for another three 
of  the mid-range well sites (CU20, 22 and 02). In fact the requirement for in-
field compression cannot be specified for any well site until the performance 
of  the wells is ascertained. This means that a third of  the well sites are not 
fully specified, and at least 60% are in doubt. As such, AGL is asking for 
approval to proceed with a project, elements of  which are known to be 
required but whose form and location do not form part of  this report. 

 Central water storage points, ancillary infrastructure (including storage yards) 
are listed as part of  the project but their location is designated as “where 
required”. 

 It is disturbing that comments by AGL and the DoP suggest some complicity 
in allowing this, as it raises concerns that AGL is being allowed to pursue a 
‘foot in the door’ strategy. 

2.3.5. We believe that the envelope approach variously referred to as the development 
envelope or assessment envelope or the environment envelope is a flawed methodology. In 
limiting its site-specific environmental assessment of  impacts (post approval) to a 
small geographic area around the surface area of  the well sites and connecting 
infrastructure, it ignores the complex interactive nature of  the environment 
(though this is at the forefront of  current academic study across a number of  
disciplines) and does not take account of  emerging evidence about subsurface risks 
to the environment from coal seam gas mining particularly with regard to 
groundwater and the use of  hydrofracturing. 



 – 11 –   

P . O .  B O X  5 9 4 6 ,  M I N T O  B / C  2 5 6 6  

E M A I L :  I N F O @ S C E N I C H I L L S . O R G . A U  

2.3.6. AGL’s attitude to the findings of  the EA (as expressed in the EA) gives little 
confidence that significant damage will not occur to the environment. AGL 
commits only to giving ‘due care’ but if  there is conflict between the needs of  the 
project and that of  the environment, the project comes first. This is very evident 
in its undertakings on Aboriginal heritage. Where artefacts or areas of  high 
archaeological sensitivity “cannot be avoided” they are merely to be removed and 
replaced later (we question the acceptability of  this to the local aboriginal 
community) or further archaeological work done (prior to destruction?). Where 
there are conflicts with European Heritage AGL will “consider” taking certain 
action but makes no commitments. With regard to Critically Endangered 
Cumberland Plain Woodland (CPW) the EA (Appendix E, page 2) says, “Despite 
the high level of  flexibility in locating the major infrastructure of  the project and the adoption of  
ecological sustainability principles in the design of  the project there remains some potential for 
CPW to be affected in locations such as Well Surface Locations (WSL), the Gas Gathering 
Lines (GGL) and Main Gas Gathering Spine. Notably the criteria and process for 
deciding whether something can/cannot be avoided are not specified and seem to 
be entirely at the discretion of  AGL. 

2.4. Possible remedial action by the DoP 

2.4.1. It is our view that the site-specific sub-reports are essential for project 
determination. We do not accept the provision of  sub-reports following project 
approval, nor that these should be generic to the CGP as a whole. Further we have 
no confidence in AGL’s ability to provide quality sub-reports without independent 
scrutiny and community vetting, as follows: 

 In our meetings with AGL, and in the EA, AGL has not demonstrated an 
understanding of, or perhaps sufficient regard for scientific method, giving us 
no confidence in AGL’s ability to prepare or oversee sub-reports of  an 
acceptable standard.  As an example, in the community meeting in November, 
AGL referenced two sources of  evidence to support the long term integrity of  
its concrete and steel well casings: 

a. The longevity of  concrete and steel buildings (ignoring the different 
environment that well bores operate in), 

b. Tests being conducted on well casings of  the 1970s (while admitting that 
the technology used in the 1970s may not be identical to that used in 
today’s wells). 

 AGL has applied the term “independent” to consultants that are more aptly 
described as “third party” where AGL has merely outsourced the work under 
its own control and supervision.14 

 Issues of  quality and quality control of  reports have been documented in point 
2.3.1 but are reiterated here. 

 AGL’s refusal to provide written detail of  critical risk areas, e.g. its 
hydrofracturing process, the chemicals used, the expected incidence of  usage 
of  this technique - on the basis that it is ‘too technical’ – gives us no 
confidence in AGL’s willingness to subject their project to proper scrutiny. 

                                                             
14 This point was raised by us in the Community Consultative Committee in November. 
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 The DoP’s acceptance of  this EA for public exhibition without incorporating 
the requests of  Campbelltown City Council and other government agencies 
gives us no confidence that the DoP can oversee the sub-reports either and we 
note that this was the same conclusion arrived at by Council. 

2.4.2. In our meeting with AGL on December 10th 2010, AGL indicated that it would be 
conducting a baseline assessment and monitoring of  environmental impacts in 
Stage 3 (though this is not included in the EA). We do not accept this as a 
condition of  approval, as follows: 

 We have no confidence in AGL’s ability to self-monitor.  

o AGL, in this EA and in meetings with us, has not exhibited an 
understanding of  (or perhaps enough regard for) scientific method.  

o AGL’s past performance and its non-inclusion of  this issue in the EA 
suggest a prior careless disregard for the environment and heritage until 
community pressure is applied. 

 We question whether a true base line could now be taken given emerging 
evidence on the environmental damage caused during exploration work, and 
noting that this has recently informed the “tough new rules” announced by the 
NSW Minister for Planning on December 19th 2010. 

 Most importantly, however, baseline monitoring of  Stage 3 merely makes the 
Scenic Hills Environmental Protection zone the ‘guinea pig’ for future 
developments. We cannot accept this as a condition of  approval. The 
preciousness of  water in this area (demonstrated by a history of  severe 
droughts since colonial times) when combined with the small size of  current 
landholdings, risks their viability. Damage to essential streams, dams and 
catchment and/or any reduction in water supply in this fragile area would spell 
the end of  the Hills as we know them. It would irreparably damage the 
heritage of  the area both directly and as a consequence of  the dependence of  
that heritage on the viability of  the Hills as a rural concern, together with the 
associated biodiversity of  remnant, protected Cumberland Plains Woodland 
(some of  which is part of  the landscape park associated with Varro Ville 
House). It would disrupt the community in the Hills, in particular those whose 
land use is categorised as ‘sensitive’, and destroy land values. It would 
compromise planning for the LGA15.  

2.5. Conclusions and Discussion. 

The EA appears to have been prepared under a legislative environment of  ‘facilitation’ rather 
than ‘regulation’. The generality of  the data used (rather than site-specific data), the errors, the 
use of  vague motherhood statements, the omission of  important detail and the number of  
‘unknowns’ do not allow expert scrutiny of  the documents. In the Main Report, AGL’s own 
language absolves it of  commitment - it may “consider” doing things but makes few 
undertakings that it can be held accountable for - and there are a number of  sub-reports 
outstanding. We find the methodology underpinning applicable parts of  the environmental 
assessment flawed as it ignores the complex interactive nature of  the environment (though 
this is at the forefront of  current academic study) and does not take account of  emerging 
evidence about risks from CSG mining (especially water impacts). AGL either does not 

                                                             
15 See Submission by Campbelltown Council page 23. 
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understand the environment it intends to operate in Stage 3 or has chosen to downplay the 
importance of  the area and its fragility. As a result this application appears to be a request to 
the DoP for carte blanche to explore, to ‘make it up as it goes along’ and to self-monitor. Yet 
AGL, in its meetings with us, has constantly emphasised that it has met the requirements of  
the DoP. That being the case, the DoP is not doing the job the community expects. 

For at least the last decade the community has been led to believe that CSG was the 
environmentally friendly energy alternative. This is because its environmental credentials were 
only assessed at the end use stage. When its assessment includes the production phase, an 
entirely different and alarming picture emerges. Where CSG has been in production for some 
time and has undergone rapid growth – as in the USA, and Queensland – the adverse impact 
on communities, landholders, environment and health cannot be ignored. According to the 
EA, the production of  CSG in NSW is only 3.5% of  that in Queensland, yet already problems 
are emerging. The petroleum industry points to different regulatory and geological 
environments to reassure the community in NSW.  However concerns tabled by specialist 
consultants since 2001, and reports of  problems from Queensland relate to issues that appear 
to be common across these geological environments: well casings being sheared off  by 
fraccing16, cement carbonation and deterioration17, “unknown and unsuspected faults [in the 
geology]…acting as conduits allowing water to drain from the upper aquifers of  the Artesian 
Basin into the previously separate lower Permian layers [affecting shallower groundwater 
resources]18.” The Position Statement of  the National Water Commission released on 
December 3rd 2010 summarises much of  what has apparently been known for the last decade.  

Until now, the plight of  landholders and communities has been able to be ignored probably 
because the problems were outside the major population centres. This project takes CSG 
mining into the metropolitan area of  Australia’s largest city and threatens to destroy important 
national and state cultural assets along with a much needed ‘oasis’ in the middle of  rampant 
development in Sydney’s South West.  

In 2005, a specialist consultant identified four key hazards of  CSG mining in the Wyong area 
by Sydney Gas Ltd (now incorporated into AGL), with application to the whole of  NSW, 
concluding, “…there should be no further drilling in the area until a full and independent 
hydrology study as been carried out. Consideration should also be given to classifying coal bed 
methane sites as industrial chemical sites [our italics] controlled by the relevant regulations.”19 
This is a long way from being the benign public utility undertaking that AGL claims for this 
project and the consequent regulations it expects to operate under in the Scenic Hills 
Protection area. 

2.6. SHA position 

SHA supports environmentally friendly renewable energy alternatives and would welcome 
discussion of  how the Scenic Hills could participate in such a scheme. However there are 
currently too many unknowns with CSG mining. As such, and following the precautionary 
principle, we cannot support this project’s extension into the Scenic Hills. As presented, we 
regard the CGP Stage 3 (Northern Expansion) as another attempt to industrialise the Hills, 
notably the Environmental Protection area, in a long line of  previous attempts from other 
                                                             
16 Tori Shenstone, formerly of  Bow Energy, in an address to the Brisbane Ekka 2009. 
17 Damien Mavroudis, Downhole Environmental Risks Associated with Drilling and Well Completion Practices in the 
Cooper/Eromanga Basins, Department of  Primary Industries and Resources, SA, March 2001. 
18 C. M. Aitkinson, Environmental Hazards of  Oil and Gas Exploration, Prepared for National Parks of  NSW Inc. 
Sydney, August 2002 
19 C. M. Aitkinson, Coal Bed Methane Hazards in New South Wales, Prepared for Tony Davis & Associates, 
Australian Gas Alliance, New South Wales, January 2005, p.3. 
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proponents - the RTA in 2008-2010 (for a major truck rest area in/adjoining the 
Environmental Protection zone) and the aforementioned 2007 proposal for a business park – 
both of  which were opposed by Council and the community and were ultimately disallowed. 
We urge the DoP to respect the Local Environment Plans for the Scenic Hills (Camden and 
Campbelltown) and reject this project application. 
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 22 December 2010 
 
Department of Planning 
Major Project Assessment 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
Attention: Clay Preshaw (via email: clay.preshaw@planning.nsw.gov.au) 
 
Dear Major Project Assessment Section, 
 
RE: MP 09_0048 Camden Gas Project- Submission on behalf of landowners of Lot 3 
DP 260703 and Lots 1 – 4 inclusive SP 36786 
Properties: 182 – 188 Raby Road Catherine Fields 
 

 
Reference is made to the Camden gas Project – Northern Expansion being Major Project 
MP 09_0048 prepared on behalf of AGL which has recently been on Public Exhibition. 
 
On behalf of the Landowners we are seeking to make a late submission on the application 
and in particular objecting to any potential impacts associated with the proposed Gas Well 
locations CU 20 and CU 22 and any potential impacts associated with the 200m buffer 
area on the future residential development. 
 
We act for the Scenic Hills / Gledswood Estate Landowners include: 
 

 Sam Galluzzo 
 Frank Galluzzo 
 Vince Piscuineri 
 Joe Bernatovic 
 Rok Friscic 
 Caldla Pty Ltd -  Roy and Pat  Nasso  

 
The subject Lands are part of the ECB / Gledswood proposed rezoning, known as 
Camden council Draft LEP 151. Part of the lands are proposed to be zoned Private 
Recreation and Part of the lands are proposed to be zoned Residential R1. Under the 
Draft LEP 151 the lands have development potential for some 800 lots as shown on the 
attached Masterplan. 
 
It has come to our attention that as part of the Gas Project that the surface gas wells 
identified as CU 20 and CU 22 are situated in areas of proposed residential development 
(CU 20) or situated adjacent to proposed residential development (CU 22), as shown on 
attached plan. 
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It is pointed out that the position of the proposed Gas Wells, as shown on the attached 
plan, do not accurately show the relationship of the residential land contained in the Draft 
LEP 151.  
 
In relation to (CU 20) the position of the Gas Well must be relocated to not affect any 
proposed residential zoned land, and it is further suggested the Well to be relocated on the 
western side of the Sydney water Catchment Channel in a Riparian Corridor. 
 
 In relation to (CU22) it is suggested an alternative location be considered for the proposed 
Well site. The alternative location could either be on the western side of the Sydney Water 
Catchment Channel, or further to the east to be located in the South – eastern corner of 
the site in the proposed Riparian corridor. 
 
The landowners are concerned with the exhibition of this EA report and the location of the 
Gas Wells will impact on the impending residential development of the subject property. 
The Department of Planning intends to rezone the land, Draft LEP 151 before June 2011. 
The Landowners intend to lodge Development Applications for Residential Development in 
July 2011, with construction of the residential to commence late 2011, or early 2012. The 
concern is that any potential residential purchasers will be affected by the Gas Well 
locations and the 200m buffer that my adversely affect the sale of residential lots.  
 
On behalf of the Landowners, we are seeking assurance that Gas Wells CU 20 and 
CU 22 should be relocated in a westerly direction to be sited further away from 
proposed Residential Zoned land in areas identified as Open Space Corridors, and 
as a consequence the impact of the proposed Gas Wells and Buffer area upon the 
proposed residential zoned land will be reduced. 
 
We wish to meet with you or AGL representatives to further discuss. 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
TN CONSULTING PTY LTD 
 
KEITH APPS 
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13 December 2011

Department of Planning
Major Project Assessment
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Attention: Clay Preshaw (via email: clay.preshaw@planning.nsw.gov.au)

Dear Major Project Assessment Section,

RE: MP 09_0048 Camden Gas Project− Submission on behalf of landowners of Lot 3
DP 260703 and Lots 1 − 4 inclusive SP 36786
Properties: 182 − 188 Raby Road Catherine Fields

Reference is made to the Camden gas Project − Northern Expansion being Major Project
MP 09.0048 prepared on behalf of AGL which was on Public Exhibition, in 2010, and our
submission made in December 2010, in response to that Exhibition.

To date we have had no written response to our submission from the Department Of
Planning or the applicant, AGL Ltd.

We act for the Scenic Hills / Gledswood Estate Landowners include:

• Sam Galluzzo
• Frank Galluzzo
• Vince Piscuineri
• Joe Bernatovic
• Rok Friscic
• Caldla Pty Ltd − Roy and Pat Nasso

l Department of Planning
| Received

1 6 DEC 2011

:,Dcanning Room

The subject Lands are part of the ECB / Gledswood proposed rezoning, known as
Camden Council Draft LEP 151. Part of the lands are proposed to be zoned Private
Recreation and Part of the lands are proposed to be zoned Residential R1. Under the
Draft LEP 151 the lands have development potential for some 860 lots as shown on the
attached Masterplan.

Camden Council has prepared a draft Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA), which the
subject landowners have agreed to sign.

The landowners are concerned with the lack of information provided since the exhibition
period, and the location of the Gas Wells will impact on the impending residential

TN CONSULTING PTY LTD A CN.078.807.986
PO BOx 619 NORTHBRtDGE NSW 1560
PH 99670945 FX 9967 0513
TNCONSULTING@BIGPOND.COM.
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development of the subject property. The Department of Planning intends to rezone the
land, Draft LEP 151 before June 2012.

The Landowners intend to lodge Development Applications for Residential Development in
July 2012, with construction of the residential estate to commence late 2012, or early
2013. The first residential dwellings will be constructed in 2013.

The concern is that any potential residential purchasers will be affected by the proposal as
a whole, and will adversely affect the sale of residential lots.

On behalf of the Landowners, after further consideration, we do not support the
proposal of any Coal Seam Gas Mining within our lands.

The sites are to be used for Residential Housing being predominantly to be zoned
R1 residential.

Any future impact of the proposal on a Residential Housing Estate is unacceptable.

We are seeking assurance that the proposal, if to proceed, should be relocated ina
easterly direction to be sited further away from proposed Residential Zoned land in
areas identified as Rural Zoned Land.

We wish to meet with you or AGL representatives to further discuss.

Yours faithfully,
TN CONSULTING PTY LTD

KEITH APPS

TN CONSULTING PTY LTD ACN−078.807.986
PO BOx 619 NORTHBRIDGE NSW 1560
PH 99670945 Fx 9967 0513
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