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Heritage listings
B.1 RMS Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Register

Broughton Creek bridge
Home > Environment > Heritage > Heritage and Conservation Register > Heritage and conservation register

Item
Name of Item Broughton Creek Bridge

Item Number 4309596

Type of Item Built

Item Sub-Type Pre-1948 Concrete Beam Bridges

Roadloc

Address **** Princes Highway Broughton 2534

Local Government Area Kiama

Owner Roads and Traffic Authority

Current Use Road bridge

Former Use Road bridge

Statement of significance
Statement of 
significance

As a recently widened bridge, the Broughton Creek Bridge has technical and 
aesthetic significance and the potential to contribute to an understanding of 
contemporary strategies for the continued use of older road infrastructure under 
changing demands. The original fabric embodies the design principles and 
construction techniques applied to modest concrete bridges during the period 1925-
1948, being a sturdy structure of a standard concrete beam design, poured on site 
and neatly finished. The widened bridge represents an excellent, and possibly 
unique adaptation to achieve a wider deck without the need for additional piers, and 
has retained the spacious and clean lines of the original structure, with most of the 
original fabric unaltered and the views to and from the structure, which allow its 
interpretation have been maintained. Thus, although the bridge has been widened, it 
retains the capacity to demonstrate the key characteristics of bridges of its type and 
era.

Date 
significance 
updated

08 September 2004

Description
Designer ****

Builder ****

Construction 
years

**** - 1935

Physical 
description

This bridge is set on a valley bottom with the stream running below on cobbles. 
The road curves tightly to the north of the bridge and the speed zoning is 90 kph. 
The bridge is a widened structure of three longitudinal beams which are simply 
supported at the central pier and curve down to frame compositely with the 
abutment walls. Each span has a cross girder at the pier. Widening of the bridge 
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has been effected by means of attaching cantilever deck to each side of the 
bridge. These cantilevers are supported by small composite cantilever beams 
which are tapered upward from the main beam. To assist in distributing the 
twisting effect of loads outside the main beams coming through the cantilevers, 
three rows of steel struts per span brace the main beams. The new deck edge 
supports a kerb and Thriebeam style guardrailing. 
The central pier has two columns which frame into a cross girder which has a 
wider upper section to accommodate the two simply supported decks. The 
abutments, of wall type, have been extended to accommodate the new deck 
width, and gabion box walls have been used to stabilise the abutment fill. 

Approximately 50 metres south of the bridge, a two cell cast in-situ box culvert 
services an overflow channel of the stream. This has had its end walls and 
wingwalls raised to allow for increased formation width.

Physical 
Condition
and/or
Archaeological 
Potential

Original condition assessment: 'The bridge is in very good condition.' (Last 
updated: 20/08/2004.) 2007-08 condition update: 'Good.' (Last updated: 17/4/09.)

Modifications 
and dates

The widening was carried out in 1994.

Date condition 
updated

17 April 2009

History
Historical 
notes

Broughton Creek Bridge is situated on the Princes Highway between Gerringong and 
Berry. It crosses Broughton Creek, which flows southwards into the Shoalhaven River. 
The area was once the territory of the Wodi-Wodi tribe, which occupied that whole 
district from Five Islands at Wollongong to the Shoalhaven. The Kiama Municipality is 
part of a narrow strip of coastal lowland bordered by the sea to the east and by the 
steep Illawarra Escarpment to the west. The sea gave the easiest access to the region 
initially and establishing roads over the other boundaries was not an easy task. 
Consequently, road development was delayed in the region. (Derbyshire & Allen, 
1984, pp. 22, 26, 64; Regional Histories, 1996, pp. 175, 184, 186) 
Kiama harbour was reached by George Bass in 1797. Oxley and Meehan reached 
Kiama overland in 1819, finding a natural harbour and lush rainforest, which was soon 
exploited by the cedar-cutters. Moving south from the Lake Illawarra area, the cedar-
cutters progressed to the Gerringong district through the 1820s. Land grants on the rich 
alluvial soils followed and seven year 'clearing leases' were common. Under that 
system the lessee cleared the land; grew wheat, barley and potatoes and produced 
milk as well as selling as much timber as he could, then returned the cleared land to the 
owner. Kiama was originally favoured to be the pre-eminent town in the region by 
Surveyor General Oxley, who reserved a town site in 1826. The town, surveyed in 
1838, thrived through the first half of the nineteenth century and became a Municipality 
in 1859. Gerringong town was laid out late in 1854, and although it had a poor harbour, 
it attracted stores, inns and churches. Berry and Bomaderry were laid out by the new 
owner of the Berry estate, John Hay, in 1890 and 1891 respectively. Berry was 
originally known as Broughton Creek (the creek being navigable up to the town) then in 
1890, John Hay suggested it be re-named Broughton River. The creek appears to have 
been named after Broughton, an Aboriginal man who assisted Berry in his south-coast
ventures, or may have been named by Throsby after his wife's family. (Regional 
Histories, 1996, p. 184, 186; The Australian Encyclopaedia, 1963, Vol 5, p. 182; Antill, 
1982, pp. 6,11, 14, 85) 

Dairying became the major enterprise in the district in the later nineteenth century, after 
rust defeated the region's wheat industry. From the 1860s to the 1890s the district 
developed as the Colony's major butter producer, with dairy farmers taking up land in 
Kiama, Kangaroo Valley and the Berry District in large numbers. (Regional Histories, 
1996, 186, 188) Blue metal mining also took off in the 1880s in Kiama, the material 
much in demand in the booming railway construction industry, with 400 tons shipped 
daily to Sydney. The railway reached Kiama in 1887 and began to supplant the role of 
shipping in the butter and blue metal industries, and allowed for the transport of a fresh 
milk to the Sydney market. (Regional Histories, 1996, p. 185) 

In 1830 settlers in Kiama petitioned the Colonial Secretary for the construction of an 
official road to end the constant dispute and frequent litigation as to the use of tracks. 
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Surveyor Mitchell initially opposed the idea, partly because of the difficulty and expense 
of forming a road over the cliffs that enclosed the Illawarra district. Mitchell eventually 
agreed and in 1833 stationed Surveyor Jacques in the district to make a detailed 
survey. Mitchell had first proposed that a direct road link be established between 
Sydney and the Illawarra in 1831 to provide an alternative to the circuitous route via 
Liverpool through Appin. He also recommended a road from Bong Bong (Moss Vale) 
along the ridge to a point between Kiama and Gerringong and a descent without 
difficulty to the coast. The direct route between Sydney and Wollongong followed by the 
Princes Highway was laid out by 1843, though it did not supplant the old route until 
about 30 years later. In 1843 the main track south passed though Albion Park and onto 
the village of Jamberoo, closer to the Escarpment than the coast. By 1865 the South 
Coast Road ran along the coast to Twofold Bay. The Kiama Independent of 6th June 
1866, however, reported that the section of road between Gerringong and Crooked 
River was in terrible condition. (DMR, 1976, pp 36, 37, 48; Derbyshire & Allen, 1984, p. 
64) 

The approximate route of the current Princes Highway was declared the 'Main South 
Coast Road' through the Local Government Extension Act of 1906. The many small 
municipalities along the road depended heavily on volunteer support of local 
landholders in the upkeep of the road. An 'opening' and naming of the Princes Highway 
took place at Bulli in 1920 (DMR 1976, pp. 64 and map opposite). In 1928 the route 
was proclaimed a State Highway under the Main Roads Act, and was accorded due 
attention and expenditure by the Main Roads Board cum Department of Main Roads, 
which from 1925 had embarked on a statewide programme of improving roads to a 
standard to suit high speed automobile traffic. By 1932 the Princes Highway between 
Sydney and the Shoalhaven River had been improved and most sections surfaced in 
bituminous macadam. The bridge over Broughton Creek, constructed slightly later, in 
1935, is associated with this grand scheme of highway improvement. Over the following 
decades improvement works continued to the south, with 22 concrete bridges and 
several new deviations constructed between Nowra and Bateman's Bay by 1939. (DMR 
1976, p. 160-1) 

The Broughton Creek Bridge was constructed in 1935 to replace a timber truss bridge, 
probably constructed in the 1890s. By the late 1920s the timber bridge was in need of 
major repairs and in 1931 an investigation was began into the construction of a new 
bridge on a short deviation. It was estimated that the cost would be in the region of 
13,000 pounds, and plans were drawn up. In 1935 tenders were called, and McClean 
Construction Company was awarded the work, completing the bridge in the same year. 
A two cell reinforced box culvert was constructed in the southern approach. (RTA 
General File 1/236.194) The Broughton Creek Bridge was one of over 1,000 bridges 
built by the Main Roads Board cum Department of Main Roads during the period 1925-
1940, adapting existing standards of bridge design to meet the requirements of 
improved motor vehicle performance - they were generally wider than previously with 
an improved load capacity. The principal types of bridges constructed during the period 
were: reinforced concrete beam; concrete slab; steel truss on concrete piers; and 
timber beam bridges. Concrete was favoured in many instances because it was 
perceived to be a low maintenance material (DMR, 1976, pp.169, 170). Based on RTA 
bridge database records, reinforced concrete beam or girder bridges were the most 
common form of concrete bridge construction to 1948, with more than 160 extant. They 
have been very popular in NSW, and elsewhere, providing an efficient and often 
aesthetically pleasing solution to a wide range of crossing types. Within the general 
group of beam bridges, the main longitudinal members have had various configurations 
ranging from a simple set of rectangular beams cast integrally with the deck, through 
beams with curved soffits, to flat soffit decks where the edge beams also form the 
bridge parapet or sidewall. These bridges on the state's main roads and highways, 
constructed to replace high-maintenance and aged timber bridges or open crossings, 
along with other road improvements, ushered in the age of comfortable motor transport 
and efficient road transport of goods and produce to which we are accustomed today. 

The waterway allowance provided by the new bridge and culvert together amounted to 
just over half that of the old timber truss bridge. Problems with flooding were persistent, 
and became serious in 1950 when the curtain wall between the columns of the northern
abutment was undermined, necessitating major repairs. In 1952 extensive scouring 
around the southern abutment resulted in the bridge's closure for four days. The 
extension of the bridge was mooted, but was not undertaken. Oak trees were cleared 
from beside the stream to help facilitate free flow of water. In the 1950s the old timber 
truss bridge was still in use by landowners, comprising part of the private access routes 
to their properties, a petition for assistance with its repair was submitted to the 
Department. The former bridge (upstream of current crossing) appears to have been 
demolished since that time (RTA General File 1/236.194) 

Since 1994 the bridge has been widened. Core samples taken from the bridge had a 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 4 
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

strength that exceeded expectations, and thus widening by means of a cantilevered 
deck was possible. (RTA FIle1/236.194; 2)

Listings

Heritage Listing Reference 
Number

Gazette 
Number

Gazette 
Page

Heritage Act - s.170 NSW State 
agency heritage register

Assessment of significance
Historical Significance The Broughton Creek Bridge's construction is associated with the grand 

scheme of highway improvement undertaken by the Main Roads Board 
cum Department of Main Roads in an attempt to bring the State's main 
roads up to the standard required by the modern motoring age emerging in 
the inter-war period. As a widened bridge, it represents the continual 
process of upgrading required in response to the increased volume, weight 
and speed of traffic on this busy highway.

Historical Association ****

Aesthetic/Technical 
Significance

The Broughton Creek Bridge embodies the design principles and 
construction techniques applied to modest concrete bridges during the 
period 1925-1948, being a sturdy structure of a standard concrete beam 
design, poured on site and neatly finished. The widened bridge represents 
an excellent adaptation to achieve a wider deck without the need for 
additional piers, and has retained the spacious and clean lines of the 
original structure, with most of the original fabric remaining unaltered, and 
the views to and from the structure, which allow its interpretation, have 
been maintained.

Social Significance ****

Research Significance The bridge has the ability to contribute to an understanding of heritage 
conservation itself and to sympathetic approaches to the continued use 
and adaptation of older structures.

Rarity This bridge is apparently unique in its method of widening which has 
minimised the impact of supporting the extra width on the basic structural 
support system..

Representativeness Although widened, the bridge retains the capacity to demonstrate the key 
structural and aesthetic characteristics of reinforced concrete beam bridges 
of the period 1925-48.

Integrity/Intactness Good

Assessed significance Local

References

Type Author Year Title
Written Heritage Office and Department 

of Urban Affairs and Planning
1996 Regional Histories of New South 

Wales

Written Roads and Traffic Authority, 
(RTA)

RTA General File 1/236.194

Written Derbyshire, Jim and Dianne 
Allen

1984 Land Between Two Rivers
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Written Antill, G. H. 1982 Settlement in the South

Written Department of Main Roads 1976 The Roadmakers: A History of 
Main Roads in New South Wales

Study details

Title Year Author Inspected 
by

Guidelines 
used

Heritage Study of 
Pre-1948 Concrete 
Beam Bridges (Sthn, 
Sth West, Sydney)

2005 Burns and Roe 
Worley and Heritage 
Assessment And 
History (HAAH)

Yes

Custom fields
RTA Region Southern

Bridge Number 704

CARMS File Number ****

Property Number Bridge

Conservation Management Plan ****

Images

View on centreline under bridge showing main deck beams, cross beams 
and RHS cantilever stabilising struts. Pier is detailed for simply supported 

deck.
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Overflow channel culvert showing raised head and wingwalls to suit road 
widening.

View north across overflow channel culvert with bridge in background 
having Thrierail guardrail
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Oblique view of abutment showing deck beams curving to join the 
abutment wall. Also note abutment widening and gabion wingwalls. 

Cemented stonework protects toe of abutment wall.

View of bridge looking east



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 8 
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

Cantilever widening, using tapered concrete cantilevers 
and reinforced concrete deck
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B.2 Shoalhaven heritage inventory
Please note that despite datasheet references to the State Heritage Register and a SHI number, the 
inclusion of an item on the Shoalhaven Heritage Inventory does not necessarily mean that it is also 
included on the State Heritage Inventory or State Heritage Register. 

Inventory copies kindly supplied courtesy of the Shoalhaven City Council

Heritage 
study No.

Item description

B004 Inter War Two Storey Brick Convent (St Patricks Convent, Berry)

B005 Inter War Roman Catholic Church (St Patricks Church, Berry)

B017 Victorian Carpenter Gothic style Hall (Uniting Church Hall)

B061 Mark Radium Park 

B087 ‘Mananga” Berry Estate Manager’s Farmhouse

B090 Weatherboard Overseers Cottage (143 North Street, Berry)

B093 “Glen Devan” Federation Weatherboard Farmhouse (77 North Street, Berry)

B094 Berry-Bolong Pastoral Landscapes

B095 Avenue of 9 Poplar trees (Woodhill Mountain Road)

B120 “Glenvale” Colonial Vertical Timber Slab Cottage

B177 “Oakleigh” Inter War Bungalow style Farmhouse



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 10
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 11
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 12
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 13
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 14
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 15 
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 16
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 17
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 18
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 19
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 20
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 21
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 22
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 23
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 24
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 25
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 26
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 27
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 28
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 29
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 30
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 31
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 32
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 33
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 34
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 35
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 36
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 37
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 38
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 39
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 40
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 41
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 42
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 43
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 44
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 45
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 46
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 47
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 48
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 49
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 50
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 51
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 52
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 53
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 54
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 55
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 56
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 57
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 58
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 59
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 60
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 61
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 62
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 63
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 64
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 65
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 66
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 67
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 68
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 69
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 70
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 71
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 72
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 73
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 74
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 75
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 76
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 77
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 78
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 79 
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 80
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 81
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 82
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 83
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 84
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 85
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 86
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 87
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 88
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 89
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 90
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 91
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Princes Highway upgrade - Foxground and Berry bypass Appendix K – Appendix B - 92
Roads and Maritime Services
Non-Aboriginal (historic) assessment

B.3 Register of the National Estate
Berry District, Princes Hwy, Berry, NSW , Australia 

Photographs None

List Register of the National Estate

Class Historic

Legal Status Indicative Place

Place ID 1625

Place File No 1/11/102/0053

Nominator's Statement of Significance 

Scenic beauty of narrow undulating coastal plain, closely settled with dairy farms, bordered by the 

ocean and backed by rugged sandstone cliffs and steep forested slopes of the Illawarra escarpment. 

Fossil beds and other structures of the Gerringong volcanics. Vegetation varies from coastal heath to 

rainforest. Early Settlement (1820s) by Alexander Berry.

Official Values Not Available

Description 

The area extends a Little south of Kiama some 30 km southward to Greenwell Point and embraces the 

coastline, the undulating coastal plain cut by small streams Between ridges and Isolated Hills and the 

flood plain on both sides of the lower Shoalhaven River. It includes the steep benched slopes rising up 

to the escarpment of the Illawarra plateau which has an elevation of approximately 700 M. The area 

contains Well-cared for homesteads and old buildings many of wide timber slab which contrast with 

modern Silos and dairies. Stone walls and post and rail fences are also present. The Valley retains 

pockets of native rain forests some of which have regenerating TOONA AUSTRALIS and, fresh and 

saline wetlands. The area is reportedly a habitat for a variety of native fauna. The valley has a number 

of Settlement centres with tourist resorts at Geroa and Shoalhaven Heads and service towns at 

Gerringong, Greenwell Point and Berry, the latter being substantially developed with a showground, 

parks and churches as the estate town for the Berry- Wollostoncraft-Hay estate of Coolangatta. A 

Canal originally cut by Alexander Berry in 1822 Between the Shoalhaven and Crookhaven rivers was 

the first Canal constructed in Australia. a number of buildings within the area are recognised for their 

heritage significance and these are the Berry courthouse, Managa (Berry), St. Lukes church of 

England (Berry), Terrara House (terrara) and the Coolangatta estate comprising buildings, the David 

Berry monument, family cemetery and curtilage. The outstanding scenic quality of this area lies in its 

proximity to mountains and sea, and the lush pastures and peaceful setting of dairy farms and cattle 

grazing. The extensive alluvial flats on both sides of the Shoalhaven River contrast with the Valleys 

and slopes below the escarpment. Picturesque views of the valley are experienced from popular 

viewpoints.

History Not Available
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Condition and Integrity 

Good. Greatest Danger - rural subdivision. 

Location 

About 35,000ha, surrounding Berry, and extending from Kiama to Culburra, and from Cambewarra to 

the coast. 
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Test excavation procedure
D.1 Introduction
This manual provides a set of notes and guidelines on excavation and recording prepared for 
work to be undertaken as part of a test excavation at G2B H14, Berry, New South Wales. The
manual sets out general principles of excavation and explains the recording systems and 
some of the terms used. It is not designed for rigid adherence, as its application in the field 
will depend upon on several factors, for example, the numbers, experience and skill of field 
personnel, technical resources, time availability and field conditions.  

D.2 Excavation units
Context
This is the smallest unit of excavation. The term is applied to any unit of excavated deposit.  A 
context can be a unit of stratigraphy (a lens, layer, pit fill, etc.) or it can be an arbitrary unit 
within a larger natural layer. A context may therefore be bounded by the sides of an 
excavation square or by the walls of a room. A context should not cut across layer boundaries 
(that is, should not include more than one depositional unit).  A context may be either: 

Stratigraphically defined by soil colour, texture, etc., and may be the make-up of a floor, 
an occupation layer, wall collapse, a wall, a pit, the fill of a pit (note that the fill and the pit 
are two distinct things) or a surface (ie an interface between layers). 

Arbitrarily defined as a regular parcel of deposit (sometimes called a spit or an 
excavation unit).

Contexts are numbered in a single running series for the whole excavation, as assigned by 
the Excavation Director, Dr Rebecca Parkes. There will be a context catalogue containing a 
single running series of numbers for each excavation. These numbers do not imply a 
stratigraphic or other order of relationship. The context provides the spatial and stratigraphic 
provenance for all finds and samples – all excavated material must be cross-referenced to a 
context.

Grid Square (usually referred to as a Square)
The direction of “Grid North” will be indicated at the beginning of excavations and is to be the 
basis for orientations in notes and diagrams. A North-South/East-West (NS-EW) 1 x 1 metre
grid square will usually be the major spatial unit within the overall site grid. Test excavation 
areas will be identified within the overall site grid. For recording and processing, squares are 
referred to by an alphanumeric name using capital letters (for example, B2). When it is 
necessary to identify a grid square the convention is that the SW corner is used as the 
starting point – just as when using a topographic map (shown graphically on the next page).

Quadrats
Where appropriate, quadrats will be used as the minor spatial units within the site grid.  
Quadrats are subdivisions within a grid square.  There are four quadrats in a grid square, 
each measuring 50 x 50 centimetres.  Quadrats are identified by Roman numerals (that is, i, 
ii, iii, iv).  These letters are always used in conjunction with the appropriate grid square label 
(for example, B2-iv).
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Room / feature
If features are located which allow the sufficient definition of architectural units or rooms, 
these may be used as the boundaries for further excavation where appropriate. A room may 
of course contain several different contexts, cut across several grid squares, and may be 
divided into several quadrats. The use of a special identifier for rooms makes it easier to 
group excavated material from each architectural unit. Rooms are identified by letters (that is, 
A … Z, AA … ZZ, etc.).

Example
If an area being excavated is at site number ‘1’, grid square ‘B2’, and quadrat ‘iv’ then it is 
written as 1-B2-iv. This area is shown on the grid below in bold type. If a room has been 
identified then the capital letter(s) referring to it are included in the descriptor (for example, 1-
A-B2-d).

Site No. 1
          

          

   

i 
 

ii 
      

   

iii 
 

iv 
      

          

          

 
 
 
 

In the above example, if the area being excavated has been allocated the context number 9, 
then the descriptor becomes 1-B2-d-9.

Measurements
Field measurements: metres to nearest one centimetre

Levels: centimetres to nearest one centimetre

Artefacts: millimetres to nearest one millimetre

Weight of bulk finds: grams to nearest one gram

Weight of individual finds: grams to nearest 0.1 gram

Standard scale: formal plans 1:20

formal section 1:10

artefacts 1:1

1 

3 

A B C D E 

0 0.5 1 

N 

2 
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D.3 In the field
If in doubt ask the Excavation Director
Who does what will depend on the numbers of people available.  Everyone will have to spend 
time at both heavy and fine digging, at sieving, and at aspects of recording. In addition, the 
character of the site will necessitate backfilling by hand. The strategy of excavation will vary.  
At the beginning – during the removal of any turf and topsoil a more robust (though not less 
careful) approach will be needed. When undisturbed deposits are excavated, a slower pace 
and finer skills are needed.

Recording is as important as excavating. Always ensure that records are kept up-to-date and 
that excavation does not run too far ahead of processing. Clean up any loose spoil before 
leaving your area – as even light rain will make it difficult to distinguish spoil from undisturbed 
deposits. It is also good practice to never loosen more deposit than can be cleaned up in less 
than a minute.

In all excavation neatness and cleanliness (of the site, records, tools, etc.) is essential. All 
excavated sections must be vertical, straight, and their integrity preserved; for instance never 
sit or stand on the edge of an excavated section, light footwear is essential and crouching 
when trowelling and brushing impacts less on excavated surfaces than kneeling or lounging.

Remember – you are not writing memos to yourself, but a formal record for other people to 
use.  What is obvious to you needs clear explanation for others.  (Note: all recording is to be 
done using a pen – blue or black biro – not a pencil.)

Basic steps
Together with the Excavation Director define the area and nature of new context. If 
appropriate, define internal divisions within the area of the context:  

i. Fill in basic information on the CONTEXT FIELD RECORD sheet.
ii. Ensure that levels have been taken, appropriate photographs taken and any plans of 

the surface drawn. Ensure that records of such are complete.
iii. Begin excavation – tentatively at first. A smaller test may be made in one part of the 

area before extending the excavation over the whole context. (Note: nearly all 
excavation will be by trowel, brush, and hand-shovel). Continue to make appropriate 
additions to the CONTEXT FIELD RECORD as work progresses.

iv. As the excavation proceeds the location of artefacts recovered should be noted on the 
CONTEXT FIELD RECORD sheet.

v. Soil from the excavation should be sieved and artefacts recovered placed in the 
labelled bag for the area and context of excavation. Remember that, if you are 
excavating with care, most artefacts will be recovered during excavation, sieving is a 
‘back-up’, not a ‘cure-all’.

vi. Photographs showing the progress of excavation may be taken, especially if structural 
features are being exposed. This will necessitate cleaning for photography and the 
removal of all extraneous equipment and especially people.

vii. When the context is finished, clean it up beautifully. Ensure that all sections and baulks 
are straight and vertical (use string and plumb-bobs to get it right).  Photographs and 
final levels should be taken, appropriate plans drawn, all soil sieved and all finds given 
to the site recorder, and all notes written up – before beginning work on the next 
context.
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Bags and labels
All finds – whether collected in the course of excavation or from the sieves – must be 
appropriately bagged and labelled.

The descriptor provided on the bag and label must correspond with the descriptor on the 
CONTEXT FIELD RECORD sheet. A new bag and label for the next context will not be 
provided to the excavator until the previous context has been fully completed (including 
documentation). The artefacts contained in these bags will be subject to further detailed off-
site analysis and recording at the completion of the excavation.

Excavation recording and later analysis
There are several components in excavation recording and the later analysis of finds and 
determining stratigraphic sequences.  Those relating to the excavation are:

CONTEXT CATALOGUE – a simple list of context numbers, filled in as they are 
assigned, recording the location (grid square and quadrat) together with a brief 
description of and comments on the context. This catalogue is held and maintained by 
the Excavation Director. 

CONTEXT FIELD RECORD – this provides a uniform system so that basic data on each 
excavation unit (context) is recorded in the same way. A copy of this record and a 
detailed description of it are at Attachment B1.  This record is to be completed by the 
excavator(s) of a context. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD – running list of all photographs taken in the field.  Among 
other details, for each photograph it records the site, type of camera and film type, 
development details, film and frame number, context, grid square and quarter, and a 
description of the subject. This record will be held and maintained by the Excavation 
Director. 

PLANS, ELEVATIONS AND SECTIONS – measured plans, elevations and sections 
provide greater precision than sketches on the context field record sheets and are part of 
the final documentation for the site. Anyone may be called on to draw plans, elevations 
and sections for any of the features at a site.

The recording components relating to post-excavation are: 

ARTEFACT CATALOGUES – record the types and details of all artefacts recovered from 
the excavations. The main categories are Ceramics, Glass, Metals, Building Material and 
Miscellaneous – each of which is divided into more detailed sub-categories. A list of the 
categories and sub-categories to be used is at Attachment B2. The categories shown in 
this attachment should be used to classify material both in the field and during later 
analysis. (Recording sheets for these categories together with detailed descriptions of 
each of the categories will be available for artefact analysis post-excavation). 

MATRIX DIAGRAMS – using information from the Context Field Records these diagrams 
may be developed post-excavation to show stratigraphic sequences at each site.
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D.4 Concluding remarks
As mentioned at the outset, this manual provides general principles of excavation and 
explains the recording systems and some of the terms used. Each site is different and 
presents its own problems, the solutions for which may only be apparent on-site. However, 
the key points to remember from the above are: 

All excavated material must be cross-referenced to a context. 
Recording is as important as excavating. Always ensure that records are kept up-to-date 
and that excavation does not run too far ahead of processing. 
You are not writing memos to yourself, but a formal record for other people to use.  What 
is obvious to you needs clear explanation for others; in addition, neatness and legibility 
are important. 
In all excavation neatness and cleanliness (of the site, records, tools, etc.) is essential. 
If in doubt ask!
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Attachment D.1
(Reduced copy)

FBB – G2B H14
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Attachment D.1 (cont’d)
THE CONTEXT FIELD RECORD
The following provides a description of the requirements of the Context Field Record sheet.

Site No.: As allocated by the Excavation Director.

Site Name: As nominated by the Excavation Director.

Excavator: Initial(s) and Surname of excavator.

Date: Day/month/year.

Square: Alphanumeric reference to the 1 x 1 metre grid square.

Quadrat: Lower case letter identifying the quarter (either a, b, c, or d).

Context: Context number as allocated by the Excavation Director.

Sketch plan: Ensure plans are neat and legible, and that individual features are clearly 
labelled. Show features using the key at the lower right hand of the plan, and 
individual numbered finds (to be briefly described in the section below the 
sketch plan).  Do not forget to include an arrow in the circle at the lower left of 
the plan to indicate north.

Dumpy There is space for up to five measurements of height (each corner and the 
readings: centre) at the start and conclusion of work. If more are needed, then record 

them in additional notes. Record heights in the appropriate place before and 
after excavation. The ‘end’ levels of one context will usually be the ‘start’ 
levels of another – but do not simply transfer the readings. A dumpy will be 
set up each day and will be used to standardise all site measurements. A 
reading will be taken on the datum before the heights are taken for any 
quarter – both before and after excavation. These readings are to be entered 
on the Context sheet. You will need to ‘reduce’ the level, or calculate the 
absolute height of your five points. A reduced level is simply your reading 
minus the datum reading. You should then calculate the depth of your 
excavation and enter it into the space provided.

Artefacts, Individual finds (eg coins, buttons, etc.) samples (eg charcoal sample, etc.) 
samples and and discarded material (eg large amounts of brick debris, etc.) should be   
discard: numbered on the sketch plan and brief details of each given in the 

space provided.

Soil: Colour/Munsell No: Your own description in words and the formal 
Munsell colour code (eg 10 YR 5/6 Reddish brown).

Texture: What the sediment is like (light crumbly, hard, rubbly,  
etc.).  

Compaction: Has the soil been compacted through some process 
(eg once having a wall built on top of it, etc.).

Ph Level: the results of a Ph test (eg 5.5).

Excavation method: How was this context dug (shovel, trowel, etc.).

Sieve size: Indicate sieve size (eg five millimetre) and whether dry or wet sieving was 
done, or whether the soil could not be sieved and why.

Stratigraphic Shows the relationship of this context to others.  The bold type box in the 
relationships: centre of the matrix should contain the same number as shown in the 
                           Context box at the top right-hand side of the Context sheet. The remaining 
                           boxes should show the numbers of the contexts immediately around your 
                           context.
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Attachment D.1 (cont’d)

Under: Enter the code number of contexts that are physically above your context.

Equals/ Enter the code number of contexts that are stratigraphically the same

Same as: or which appear to be the same as contexts in arbitrarily separated  
excavation units.

Above: Enter the code number of contexts that are physically below your context.

Cut by: Enter the code number of contexts that cut through your context (eg a pit 
dug from above it).

Cuts: Enter the code number for contexts cut by your context (eg lower, earlier 
contexts through which a pit is dug).

Abuts: Enter the code number of contexts that adjoin, touch or border on your 
context.

Description What the context is and what it looks like. First consider the sediment 
of context & matrix and then look at its contents. You need to consider the current 

status of the context  
Comments/ (ie its integrity).  Is there any evidence of disturbance (human, animal, 
Interpretation insect, or tree roots)? Consider the likely origin, identification or mode of 

deposition of the context (collapsed wall, ash dump, pit fill, etc.). Is the 
material primary (material in original context of construction, use or 
discard), secondary (natural collapse and infill, post-depositional) or 
tertiary (deliberately re-deposited during the period of occupation, eg
cleaning out of occupation debris, floor make-up, etc)?  Comment, if 
appropriate, whether any material in the context has a fresh appearance 
or is weathered or abraded.  Finally, what do you think gave rise to the 
context – how did it come about?
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Attachment D.2
LIST OF ARTEFACT CATEGORIES
(in alphabetical order)

Major categories   Sub-categories

Building material  Brick 
Mortar
Sandstone
Wood

Ceramic Earthenware
Porcelain
Stoneware
Terracotta

Glass Container (eg bottles)
Flat (eg window)
Tableware (eg bowls, dishes)

Metal Container (eg tins)
Nails, screws, etc.
Structural (includes door/ window fittings)
Tools
Transport & storage (eg horse equipment, 
carriage components, barrel hoops)

Miscellaneous Ammunition
Bones
Charcoal
Clothing (includes buttons, buckles, etc.)
Coins
Footwear
Leather
Personal adornment (eg beads)
Rubber
Seeds and other botanical material
Smoking pipes
Toys
etc. 

Samples Brick debris
Pollen
Soil
Other material
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Test pit excavation descriptions
The test excavations at G2B H14 are summarised below on a trench by trench basis. 
However, in two cases (A64-C64 and E64-F64; B100 and D100-E100), nearby trenches are 
discussed as a single excavation area on the basis of the similarities in excavation contexts 
and questions.

E.1 Trench F20
Excavation in this area proceeded by stratigraphic context with removal of turf (Context 1), 
topsoil (Context 2), disturbed fill with alluvial cobbles (Context 9), transitional gravelly matrix 
with a decrease in cobbles (Context 15), followed by excavation of a darker mixed clay and 
loam matrix with charcoal and ash (Context 18) down to a natural yellow brown clay subsoil; 
excavation in Quadrat III also included removal of a pocket of dark brown clay (Context 26) 
below Context 18 and above the natural clay subsoil (Figure E.1).

Figure E.1 Trench F20 at completion of excavation – north at top.

E.2 Trench C24
This square was excavated a s a single arbitrary context (43); excavation went to a depth of 
220 millimetres along the eastern side of the square and 55-105 millimetres along the lower 
western side. The aim was to determine the context of the sandstone block visible on the 
surface on the southern side of the square. Excavation of Context 43 largely corresponded to 
the removal of modern fill and road base. It was revealed that the sandstone block visible on 
the surface, and a second fragment uncovered in Quadrat IV, were situated within the modern 
fill layer, and as such, were not in situ. 
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E.3 Trench F30-F31
Excavation of this trench began in F30, which was excavated stratigraphically in the following 
sequence: removal of turf (Context 1), excavation of brown loam topsoil (Context 2), removal 
of compact yellow-brown clay fill (Context 6), excavation of yellow-brown sandy clay (Context 
11) above a cobbled surface. The adjoining square to the north (F31) was then excavated in 
two contexts: Removal of overburden (Context 13) above the yellow-brown sandy clay, 
excavation down to the cobbled surface (Context11).

The cobbled surface was, on average, at a depth of 20-30 centimetres below the current 
ground level; it extended across the majority of the trench, the only exception being a narrow 
strip along the western side, which had been disturbed by installation of a telecommunications 
trench (Figure E.2).

 
Figure E.2 Cobbled floor exposed at base of trench F30-31 (top)
Cross section of soil profile in trench F30-31 (bottom)
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E.4 Trench F39-F40
Excavation in this trench began in F40, with turf removal (Context 1) and excavation of the 
modern, brown loam topsoil (Context 2). The gravelly clay fill was then removed (Context 5) 
to reveal a yellow-brown clay loam at a depth of between 10 centimetres and 15 centimetres.
A possible posthole was also visible in the northwest corner of Quadrat I as a pocket of darker 
brown loam, approximately 15 centimetres across (Figure E.3).

Excavation in F39 was then conducted as an arbitrary context (Context 8) down to the yellow-
brown layer identified in F40 below Context 5, with further sectioning across the western two-
thirds of the square (Context 14) to reveal an old telecommunications trench (Figure E.4). 
This same trench was observed along the western margins of F30-F31 to the south and 
through B80 to the north.

 
Figure E.3 Possible post hole in F40-I, base of Context 5
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Figure E.4 Telecommunications trench exposed at base of F39.

E.5 Trench C50
This square was opened up relatively early in the excavation sequence. Excavation began by 
stratigraphic context (Contexts 1 and 2, being turf removal and excavation of modern, brown 
loam topsoil) down to the compact gravelly fill that was encountered across the site. 
Excavation then proceeded as a section down to the natural clay subsoil, approximately 60  
centimetres below the current ground surface. The section revealed that the gravelly fill 
continued to a depth of 30-40 centimetres, below which a sterile brown loam was 
encountered that graded into a darker clay loam above the yellow-brown clay subsoil (Figure 
E.5). 
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Figure E.5 North wall of C50.

E.6 Trench C60-B61-C61
Excavation in this trench began in C60. Initially the entire square was excavated down 
through removal of the turf (Context 1) and the modern topsoil layer (Context 2) to reveal the 
gravelly clay fill beneath (average depth of 4-5 centimetres). The northern half of the square 
was then sectioned down through the fill (Context 7) to reveal a dark brown loam (Context 10) 
over a natural yellow-brown subsoil.

Upon identification of the original A-horizon below Context 7, squares B61 (Context 30) and 
C61 (Context 12) were excavated down to that layer (Figure E.6). A possible post hole and a 
piece of sandstone were identified below the fill in B61.

E.7 Trench A64-C64 (Quadrats III-IV) and E64-F64 
(Quadrats III-IV)

These two trenches, either side of the telecommunications trench known to run north-south 
through the site, were sectioned down below the old A-horizon in order to reveal something of 
the original topography across the site. Excavation began in the east across squares E and F 
(Contexts 1, 16 and 19), which were taken down to a depth of 25-30 centimetres; equivalent 
to 5-10 centimetres below the old A-horizon in square E (Figure E.7). 

The trench across squares A-C was then sectioned down as a single arbitrary context 
(Context 22). Excavation terminated at the yellow-brown clay subsoil, which was encountered 
at an average depth of 60-70 centimetres, becoming deeper towards the west. The interface 
between the gravelly fill and the old A-horizon varied in depth, but was generally around 20-
30 centimetres below the current ground surface, tending to dip lower at the western end of 
the trench.
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Figure E.6 Trench C60-B61-C61, looking west.

Figure E.7 Trench A64-C64, looking north.

E.8 Trench C70
Excavation in this trench proceeded by stratigraphic context to an average depth of 8-
10 centimetres. Following removal of turf (Context 1) and a layer of brown sandy silt (Context 
3), the square was excavated down through a yellow-brown clay loam (Context 4) to the 
gravelly clay fill. Excavation did not progress any further in this location due to the presence of 
tree roots and the discovery that the old telecommunications trench ran through this square.

E.9 Trench C79-A80-D80
Excavation in this location began in square C80, which was excavated in stratigraphic 
contexts through removal of turf (Context 1), excavation of modern brown loam topsoil 
(Context 2), removal of gravelly clay fill (Context 28) and excavation of a dark brown compact 
loam (Context 31 – old A-horizon) that grades into a natural yellow-brown clay subsoil at a 
depth of 60-65 centimetres. Upon exposing the clay subsoil, a rectilinear pocket of brown 
loam was identified in Quadrat I (Figure E.8), which appears to be the base of a post hole. 
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Excavation was opened up to the east, west and south of C80 in order to check for the 
presence of additional post holes. Following turf removal (Context 1) in B80, this square was 
excavated down through the gravel fill to the original A-horizon, which had been partially 
disturbed by the old telecommunications trench. Squares C79 and D80 were then excavated 
in two contexts: Context 32 being removal of the modern topsoil and gravelly fill overburden 
(average depth of 20-35 centimetres), and excavation of Context 38 (recorded as Context 42 
in D80), the dark brown clay loam (original A-horizon) overlying the yellow-brown subsoil 
(average depth of 55-60 centimetres). No post holes were observed in either of these 
squares, although substantial disturbance from cicada burrows was evidenced across C79, 
C80 and D80. 

Square A80 (Context 39) was sectioned down to the clay subsoil, revealing a 20-30  
centimetres cap of gravelly fill over a sterile dark brown loam, grading into a yellow-brown 
clay at a depth of 70  centimetres (Figure E.9). No evidence of additional post holes were 
observed in this square.

Figure E.8 Post hole evidenced at base of C80 (north at right).

Figure E.9 Soil profile at northern end of Trench A80-D80.
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E.10 Trench A95-C95-B96-C96
This trench was excavated through a combination of stratigraphic contexts and arbitrary 
sections with the aim of identifying the original A-horizon and the nature of any cultural 
deposits overlying or cutting into that layer.

Excavation began in B95 with removal of the turf (Context 1) and excavation of overburden 
(Context 33) to reveal the old ground surface (dark brown clay loam at an average depth of 
40-45 centimetres). Squares A95, B96 (Context 36) and C96 (Context 37) were excavated as 
single contexts down to this same layer, while C95 was excavated in two units: Context 32, 
being removal of overburden, and Context 35, being excavation down to the natural clay 
subsoil at an average depth of 55-60 centimetres. 

No cultural features were identified in this trench; a small number of glass and metal artefacts
were recovered from overburden layers.

E.11 Trench B100 and D100-E100
Excavation in this area began in E100 with removal of the turf (Context 1) followed by removal 
of the gravelly clay fill (Context 21) to reveal an in situ layer of charcoal and carbonised wood 
at a depth of 25 centimetres. This burnt layer did not extend across the northern portion of the 
square, so a section was excavated down to the clay subsoil (average depth of 
50 centimetres) across the northern quadrats. The trench was then expanded to the west into 
D100, with excavation of a single context (Context 27) down to the burnt layer identified in 
E100. In the course of this process, evidence for disturbance was identified in the form of a 
30 centimetre wide trench/burrow extending north south through the middle of the square. A 
layer of burnt clay was also identified on the western side of this trench, with what appears to 
be a possible posthole in the southwest corner of Quadrat III (Figures E.10, E.11 & E.12). It 
was also noted that a number of alluvial pebbles were removed from the fill layer across both 
squares.

Figure E.10 Burnt clay and possible post hole with associated bottle glass fragments at base 
of D100-IV (north at right).
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Excavation was continued in B100 in order to establish whether the burnt features in D100-
E100 extended further to the west. Initially the overburden was removed as a single context 
(Context 40) to reveal a yellow-brown sandy loam with modern debris, including milled timber 
and ceramic insulators, sitting in this loam. The sandy loam was then removed (Context 41) to 
reveal a charcoal rich clay layer, including a piece of carbonised wood across the northern 
half of the square. The southwestern portion of B100 (Quadrat III and Quadrat I up to the 
margin of the carbonised wood) was also sectioned down (Context 44) to the clay subsoil 
(depth of 65  centimetres) (Figure E.13 & E.14).

Figure E.11 Trench D100-E100, looking east.
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Figure E.12 Soil profile at northern end of Trench D100-E100

Figure E.13 Termination of excavations in B100, looking west.
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Figure E.14 Soil profile at northern end of B100.

E.12 Trench C110
Excavation in this trench progressed initially as a series of stratigraphic contexts down to a 
grey-brown silt layer at a depth of around 40-45 centimetres. The initial excavation sequence 
was as follows: turf removal (Context 1), excavation of silty-clayey gravelly fill (Context 20) 
and excavation of a disturbed clayey silt admixture matrix, with alluvial pebbles (Context 23) 
similar to those encountered in Trenches F20, F30-31 and F39-40 (Figure E.15).

Quadrats I and II were then sectioned down (Context 29) about 30 centimetres to the sterile 
yellow-brown clay subsoil. Sectioning revealed a narrow (1-2 centimetre) band of charcoal 
sandwiched between a grey brown silt lens and a clean dark grey-brown silt that graded into 
the yellow-brown clay.

Figure E.15 Soil profile at northern end of Trench C110.
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E.13 Trench E120
Following removal of the turf (Context 1), this trench was sectioned down to the clay subsoil 
through removal of arbitrary Context 24, which cut through a relatively thick cap of gravelly 
clay fill (15-20 centimetres) and a dark charcoal rich clay loam grading into a sterile yellow-
brown clay at an average depth of 60-70 centimetres below the current ground surface.

 


