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RESPONSE TO TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMENTS RELATED TO 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FOR O’BRIEN BUILDING AND FORBES 
STREET, DARLINGHURST 

Dear Greg 

Our comments are as follows: 

1. Comments from Sydney City Council: 

Response to Item 1: 

The Traffic and Parking Report (URaP-TTW 2006) was prepared to address the 
parking issues associated with the O’Brien Building redevelopment proposal. The 
parking issues relating to the St Vincent staff is addressed as part of each 
component of the St Vincent activity.  Council Policy at the time for each DA 
application dictates the parking requirements for the O’Brien development.

As indicated in the Traffic and Parking Report (TPR) for the O’Brien 
development, a total of some 200 staff will be using the new O’Brien Building. 
The proposal to provide 228 car parking spaces is more then adequate to meet 
the demand.  This is based upon:
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(1) The fact that a high proportion of the staff will be/are using public transport 
or walk as their mode of travel to work (i.e. 30% car use, see TPR page 5 
and 13).  The demand for staff carparking at the O’Brien Building will be in 
order of 60 to100 spaces (while 130 spaces will be dedicated to the O’Brien 
Building). Accordingly, some 98 spaces at the Hospital’s carpark (which 
currently are used by staff) will be available for use by visitors/users to the 
area.

(2) The visitors carparking demand is about 20 -30 spaces.  This is based 
upon visitor car use to the site of a maximum 110 cars during a six hour 
period during a day and an average stay of 1-2 hours.  It should be noted 
that currently much of the parking demand is being taken up by on street 
parking within the area.

The level of parking proposed, therefore, will meet both the visitors’ and staff 
demand for the redevelopment at the O’Brien Site and improve the parking 
situation for the area. 
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Summary 

Existing situation: staff and visitors associated with mental health and drug 
rehabilitation use parking areas including on-street parking and the Hospital’s car 
park.

Future situation: O’Brien Building (OB) will provide an additional 228 parking 
spaces to the area. 130 of these spaces will be allocated for the OB’s use while 
the remaining 98 spaces will be used by staff who currently use the Hospital’s car 
park. These remaining 98 spaces at the Hospital’s car park will be available for 
users/visitors to the area. 

2.  Clover Moore, Member for Bligh 

2a

Response to Item 2a: 

The Traffic and Parking Report has clearly stated the availability of public 
transport as a mode of travel choice associated with the proposed 
redevelopment. The report has also included a map showing all bus routes 
servicing the area while recommending bicycle storage areas as part of the new 
building facilities.

In addition the report has identified pedestrian facilities and train station locations.
Further, the report has highlighted the transport strategies and compliance of the 
proposal with SEPP 66 principles (see TPR pages 5, 8,9,12 and 14).

In order to ensure a high use of public and active transport among staff and users 
of the new OB, appropriate travel plans and policies will be placed by the 
Hospital management. These plans and policies will encourage staff (and 
possibly visitors to the site)  to use alternate mode of transport instead of driving 
a car to work. These measure could include: 

 Travel plans  to show bus stops/routes and train time tables 
 Information on benefits of active transport (i.e. walking or cycling) and 

possible routes to the site. 
 Policies to encourage staff to use public/active transport such as “free t-

shirt day” by staff presenting a weekly public transport ticket. 
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These plans/policies will be prepared and in placed upon the completion of the 
project and its operation. It could be included as part of the condition of consent 
for the proposed redevelopment. 

Current Public Transport use is high and the proposal, whilst meeting the parking 
demands (as outlined in item No1 above), will further encourages public transport 
use.

With the regards to access, the operation and safety of the proposed car park
has also been considered in details as part of the concept design for the new OB. 
The entry and exit to the car park is restricted to “left in/left out” only to prevent 
any right turn movements by vehicles entering or exiting the site.  This reduces 
the number of vehicle conflict movements and thus improves road safety.  In 
addition, the provision of vehicular deceleration and acceleration lanes to the car 
park provides a safe and efficient means of access to the site.

2b

Response to Item 2b 

A Construction and Traffic Management Plan will be prepared for the site prior to 
construction. The plan will consider all appropriate elements including residential 
safety and amenity. The requirement for such a plan could be as part of the 
conditions of consent for the proposal.

3. esna (East Sydney Neighbourhood Association) 
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