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Where appropriate, stratigraphic sections will be drawn detailing the stratigraphy and features within 

the excavated deposit and all units will be photographed, prior to and during excavation.  Soil and 

carbon samples will be collected where appropriate, and measurements of the pH of soils will be made.  

All bulk material excavated will be wet sieved on-site through 5mm sieves, and all pits will be 

backfilled on completion of the excavation using excavated soils where possible; where additional soil 

is needed for backfilling, sterile soils will be brought in for this purpose 

 

To allow comparison with other archaeological studies in the local region, a suitably qualified 

geomorphologist will be engaged to analyse the soils in the study area, and examine soil profiles 

revealed during excavation.  Geomorphological information will be appended to and summarised 

within the final report, and will contribute to the overall interpretation of the results of the 

archaeological excavation.   

Artefact analysis 

Excavated archaeological material will be analysed on a comparable level with previous analyses of 

excavated assemblages from the region.  Information derived from this analysis will be used to 

formulate interpretations about the Aboriginal site use, antiquity and settlement patterns of the study 

area, and to assess regional cultural heritage values, where appropriate.  A full description of the 

recording methods will be included in the archaeological report. Analysis of the excavation results will 

allow a reassessment of the archaeological and cultural significance of the study area, in relation to the 

archaeological context of the surrounding lands. 

Care of artefacts recovered during test excavations 

AMBS would appreciate advice as to whether your organisation may wish to take possession of any 

excavated archaeological material.  Otherwise, excavated archaeological material will be lodged in the 

keeping place to be determined for the project. 

Excavation reporting 

A draft report on the results of the excavation will be produced on completion of the analysis of 

excavated archaeological materials, describing the project’s methodology and results, and identifying 

appropriate management and conservation recommendations for areas and sites of Aboriginal heritage 

significance.  Following test excavation, an Aboriginal Site Impact Recording form will be provided to 

OEH in line with their requirements.  

 

The draft report will be sent to all registered Aboriginal stakeholder organisations for comment, and 

any feedback received in a timely manner will be incorporated into the final report, as part of the 

consultation process in accordance with OEH requirements. 
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Appendix B 

Unit Recording Form Example 
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Appendix C 

Excavation Data 
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