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Dear Ms Sharma

RE: Request for Heritage Council comments on the revised Environmental
Assessment for SIMTA Moorebank lntermodal Terminal Facility (MP1 0_01 93).

Reference is made to your letter of 2 September 2013 requesting any comments that the
Heritage Council may have regarding the revised Environmental Assessment (EA) currently
on Public Exhibition for SIMTA Moorebank lntermodal Terminal Facility. This letter was
accompanied by a 4 volume hard copy report and one copy on CD which included a Non-
lndigenous Heritage Assessment by Artefact Heritage Services (Appendix T). lt is noted that
the Heritage Council has previously commented on this project in December 2010,
November 2011 and on the original EA in April 20'12.

It is understood that this EA was revised and submitted for a second round of public
consultation as the Director-General of the Department of Planning has recently designated
the proposal as a project on land which has multiple owners.

As Delegate of the Heritage Council I have considered the revised EA and consider that the
previously provided comments of April 2012 are still appropriate. These comments are
reiterated below for your convenrence:

Based on the information contained within the EA and Appendix T the proposed
mitigation measures and subsequent Draft Statement of Commitments relating to
Non-lndigenous Heritage within the Concept Plan are considered appropriate at this
stage in the project's lifetime.

However, once the projects design and scope of works is further refined, these DSoC
must be revised to take into consideration any additional impacts resulting from this
ongoing refinement of works.

The Statement of Heritage lmpact to identify any impacts to Glenfield Farm must be
submitted to the Heritage Council for comment and endorsement prior to any works
being approved or taking place which could impact on the State Heritage Listed
property.
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Prior to any historical archaeological investigations taking place, the proposed
Excavation Director must submit a statement to the Heritage council detailing their
suitability to undertake the works against the Heritage Council Excavation Directors
Criteria.

lnquiries on this matter may be directed to Katrina Stankowski on 98738569 or via email at
Katrina. Stankowski@heritage. nsw, gov. au.

Yours sincerely

<-r''\-)
25t09t2013

Vincent Sicari
Manager
Conservation Team
Heritage Division
Office of Environment & Heritage

AS DELEGATE OF THE NSW HERITAGE COUNCIL
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To Whom it May Concern 

SUBMISSION - SYDNEY INTERMODAL TERMINAL ALLIANCE - REVISED 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The following submission represents the views of the Department of Defence (Defence) on 
the revised draft Sydney Intermodal Terminal Alliance (SIMTA) Environmental Assessment 
(EN.  

1. Impacts on Commonwealth owned land (Lot 3001 DP1125930) to the south of the 
SIMTA site 

Loss of biodiversity offset value on Commonwealth land 

Any development such as the SIMTA rail link proposed on the Commonwealth Government 
owned land (Lot 3001 DP1125930) south of the SIMTA site would result in a loss of 
biodiversity value to the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth is considering using the 
Commonwealth land south of the SIMTA site (Lot 3001 DPl125930) as a biodiversity offset 
site to compensate for potential clearing associated with the proposed Commonwealth 
Moorebank Intermodal Project. It is likely that the clearing associated with the SIMTA 
proposed rail link would reduce the biodiversity offsetting potential of this land. 

Defence requests that SIMTA be required (through a condition of the concept plan approval) 
to consult with the Commonwealth as part of the Project Approval process in relation to its 
plans regarding the development of the Commonwealth land south of the SIMTA site (Lot 
3001 DP1125930). 

Anzac Creek water quality 

The potential water quality and sedimentation impacts to Anzac Creek and surrounding 
habitat are of concern to the Commonwealth. The impact of altered flow regimes (both 
increased and decreased) from proposed hardstand and storm water detention systems on the 
SIMTA site will result in: 



increased sediment loads in Anzac Creek during construction; and 

- altered water flows, including contaminated water, during operation. 

It is unclear how these impacts will be managed effectively to ensure that no environmental 
impacts occur to Commonwealth land and Anzac Creek in particular. 

Defence requests that any conditions of approval include a requirement for water quality 
controls to be implemented for both the construction and operation of the proposed SIMTA 
project so that water quality in Anzac Creek is maintained or improved above existing 
conditions. In addition, an ongoing sampling and water quality monitoring program should 
be established through the construction and operation of the proposed SIMTA project. 

Hydrology andflooding 

The predicted maximum flood (PMF) one hour event (as stated in the SIMTA EA), results in 
flood level increases of 0.25 metres on Commonwealth Government land (Lot 3001 
DP1125930) immediately south of the proposed SINITA site. It is unclear how any potential 
impact would be adequately mitigated and effectively controlled so that no flood level 
increases are experienced on Commonwealth land. 

Construction works on the SIMTA site are discussed within the SIMTA EA as likely to result 
in changes to the quality and quantity of water exiting the SIMTA site. This could result in a 
number of detrimental impacts to the Commonwealth owned land around Anzac Creek such 
as flooding, erosion, sedimentation, and to potential fish habitat. 

Defence proposes that the following condition (or similar) be applied to any future SIMTA 
approval: 

SIMTA is required to ensure that no increase in predicted flood levels is experienced on 
adjacent Commonwealth land as a result of the proposed SIMTA development. 

SIMTA Rail Link 

The proposed rail corridor through Commonwealth land (Lot 3001 DP1125930) south of the 
proposed SIMTA site has not been accurately defined and appears open to future change. As 
suggested in the SINITA EA, the area to be impacted by the development of the rail link 
could increase "depending on engineering requirements". The determination of a final rail 
alignment could alter any proposed plans the Commonwealth has for this land. 

Defence proposes that relevant engineering studies should be undertaken and finalised by 
SIMTA to allow the Commonwealth to accurately understand the proposed project and any 
subsequent impacts to Commonwealth land, should it agree to SIMTA's rail connection 
crossing Commonwealth land, which to date it has not. 

Defending Australia and its National Interests 



























































 

 

 

 

21 October 2013 
 
 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 

RE: SIMTA MOOREBANK INTERMODAL TERMINAL FACILITY 
 
 

We are pleased to write this letter in support of the concept plan application for the 
redevelopment of the Sydney Intermodal Terminal Alliance (SIMTA) which seeks concept approval 
for the SIMTA Moorebank Intermodal Terminal Facility.  
 
The proposal is wholly consistent with strategic planning and transport policies as it will provide 
significant contribution to the key freight objective of the NSW Government which aims to increase 
the proportion of container freight being moved by rail from Port Botany to 28%.  
 

Objectives  
 
The SIMTA development has the potential to support NSW freight policy objectives, whilst 
providing the capacity required to achieve the 28% rail freight target share.  
 
The proposed rail link to the SIMTA site is considered suitable to support a ‘whole-of-precinct 
approach’, with both the SIMTA site and the Moorebank Intermodal Company Limited (MICL) site 
capable of using the same connection point to the Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL). The 
benefits of providing a single connection point to the SSFL servicing both sites, whilst following the 
proposed SIMTA rail link alignment, are considered to be of great economic and social benefit as 
there will be a reduced impact on the surrounding communities, as well as a reduction in overall 
capital costs of work.  
 
The Moorebank Industrial Area comprises approximately 200 hectares of industrial development 
and the SIMTA proposal will not restrict the siting and layout options for the Moorebank 
Intermodal Company Limited (MICL) proposal.  
 

Benefits  
 
The benefit arising from the proposal with regard to its strategic contribution to the development 
of the intermodal network and the increased share of container freight being moved by rail can be 
divided into two groups including the economic/social and environmental benefits.  
 
 
 
 

http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=4400
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Economic/Social Benefits  
 

 Creation of 850 direct and indirect jobs per annum over the six year construction period, 2,840 jobs 
during the operational stage when the terminal reaches a throughput capacity of one million TEU 
(twenty-foot equivalent units) per annum, with a further 4,260 jobs generated indirectly once the 
facility is fully operational; 

 A reduction in net travel time and labour cost savings; 

 Creating a facility that will attract industrial and business development to Moorebank; 

 Catalyst for land use development that will complement, and not compete with, the employment 
role of the Liverpool CBD; and 

 Provide a concentrated freight and logistics employment hub, thus providing key employment 
opportunities for the surrounding residential community, and accordingly promote close to home 
work opportunities. 
 

Environmental Benefits 
 
Through the environmental assessment process a number of regionally ecologically sustainable 
development benefits have been identified arising from the shift towards rail based freight 
transport.  
 
It is considered that this redevelopment will provide significant environmental benefits by way of: 
 

 reducing congestion and heavy vehicle movement along the M5 Motorway between Port Botany 
and Moorebank by 2,375 vehicles per day; 

 Rehabilitation and regeneration of degraded areas of vegetation to improve the overall 
biodiversity quality of the land comprising the rail corridor; 

 A positive impact on regional air quality from an overall net reduction in emissions for NOx and 
PM; and 

 The Greenhouse Gas Assessment has demonstrated that the SIMTA proposal can achieve an annual 
GHG saving of 43,206 tCO2e per annum through improved transport and operational efficiency.   
 

Adjoining Land and Locational Benefits 
 
The land immediately adjacent to the SIMTA site, including the Glenfield Waste Site has been 
considered in detail, having regard to the potential impacts arising from the construction and 
operation of the SIMTA Intermodal Terminal Facility. The use of the existing Rail corridor and East 
Hills railway line bridge crossing is considered to be the most appropriate location for the proposed 
use having regard to the opportunities to reduce the potential cumulative impacts.  
 
The proposed location of the bridge associated with the SIMTA proposal is consistent with the 
location previously proposed by the State Government, is consistent with an immediately 
proximate use of the land (i.e. East Hills Railway Corridor) and would prevent the requirement for 
either a level crossing or overhead crossing at Moorebank Avenue, thus making it an ideal 
opportunity to use existing infrastructure and minimise on costs. 
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CONCLUSION  
 
GWS has reviewed the Environmental Assessment as part of the concept application in detail and 
overall, considers that the Environmental Assessment has provided a comprehensive report that 
gives consideration to all required aspects of the proposal, as well as the adjoining development, 
including the MICL proposal for the redevelopment of the School of Military Engineering (SME) 
site. GWS considers this an excellent opportunity to advance the assessment of the SIMTA 
proposal and facilitate the planned provision of intermodal terminal facilities at Moorebank.  
 
Overall, the assessment provides evidence that the development proposed in the concept Plan 
application is in the public interest, both from an economic and environmental perspective. 

 
 

I trust that this submission clearly outlines GWS support for the SIMTA proposal and would welcome any 
queries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Georgie Kennett 
General Manager 
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