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Community Consultation Committee 

Meeting No 3 

24 October 2012 



Agenda for CCC Meeting No 3 

1. CCC membership update 

2. Project development status 

3. Review of CCC meeting No 2 

4. Project consultation update 

5. Current project information 

6. Next steps 
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Community Consultation Committee – Membership Update 

 Independent chairperson; 

 Nic Carmody 

 Involved landowners; 

 Graham and Margaret Privett 

 Greg Medway 

 Uninvolved landowners; 

 Jenny and Chris Hally 

 Bev and Alex Davis 

 Other, local Group or association; 

 Geoffrey Minchin (interested party and employed by Boorowa CMA) 

 Local councils; 

 Mayor Wendy Tuckerman – Boorowa Council 

 Councillor James Wheelwright – Upper Lachlan Council 

 Councillor David Needham – Yass Council 

 Epuron 

 Brian Hall – Senior Project Manager 
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Rye Park Wind Farm – Current Development Status 

 NSW Government changed EA lodgement deadline to 30 November 2012 latest 

 New 80m wind monitoring mast to be installed on site next month (total of 5 masts) 

 Proposed final version of wind farm layout prepared and available (126 turbines) 

 Layout incorporates consultation feedback and results of expert studies 

 33 photomontages prepared including requested landowner houses within 2km 

 Recent meeting held with Transgrid to progress grid connection application 

 Wind farm powerline voltage amended from 132kV to 330kV (optimised design) 

 EA document prepared and under final review prior to lodgement in November 

 Consultation and interaction with the community is ongoing 

 Project details available at website www.epuron.com.au/projects/rye-park 
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Review of information provided at CCC Meeting No 2 

1. Review of key information and issues from meeting No 1 

2. Community consultation committee update 

 Membership update 

 Minutes of last meeting 

3. Current project development status 

4. Project consultation 

 Newsletter No 5 

 Public Open Day 

 Key consultation activity and timetable 

5. Project information 

 Layouts 

 Archaeology & Heritage 

 Traffic and Transport 

 Community Fund 

 Likely Benefits 

 Grid connection update 

6. Next steps and timing 
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CCC Meeting No 2 - Summary of Key Feedback and Actions 

 Interference to satellite services (ie. local TV reception and internet) 

 A detailed communications study has been undertaken for the project and will be 

provided in the publicly exhibited EA. 

 The study assessed existing communication services including radio, microwave, TV, 

satellite and mobile phone infrastructure. 

 Wind farm has been designed to accommodate existing communication services and not 

predicted to be impacted by wind farm (some turbines moved or removed). 

 Satellite services are not subject to the same topographic screening that can affect the 

traditional land based TV, phone and radio transmission infrastructure. 

 Due to the distance of residences from the wind farm it is very unlikely that satellite 

based services would be subject to any interference due to the wind farm’s operation as 

the wind turbine would have to be within the line of sight from the antenna to the satellite. 
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CCC Meeting No 2 - Summary of Key Feedback and Actions….continued 

 Response to negative points expressed at public open day 

 Potential to impact property values – NSW Valuer General report states property values 

are not negatively affected by wind farms. Full report available. 

 Possible health impacts – NHMRC study states there is no published scientific evidence to 

support adverse effects of wind turbines on health. Full report available. 

 Wind turbines are noisy – Strict noise compliance guidelines apply to the design, 

development and operation of wind farms in NSW. 

 Will I see turbines from my house – Depending on where you live and the orientation of 

your house it is likely you will see some wind turbines. A photomontage has been prepared 

for uninvolved houses located within 2km of a turbine (where approved by the landowner). 

 Bango wind farm is near my house – Cumulative impacts are considered as part of the EA 

process (Epuron is not the developer of this project). 

Page 7 24 October 2012 Rye Park Wind Farm CCC Meeting 3 



CCC Meeting No 2 - Summary of Key Feedback and Actions....continued 

 Traffic and Transport Report 

 A copy of the Traffic and Transport Report has been provided to all 3 local councils. Follow 

up discussions and or meetings have taken place with councils and comments incorporated 

where appropriate. Further comments can also be made during public exhibition process. 

 Contact North Yass Fire Service 

 Contact has been made with Peter Alley at NYFS to discuss the project. 

 Identify local fire representative 

 As above and ongoing. 

 NSW Valuer Generals Report 

 A copy has been forwarded to JH as requested. 

 Upload current information to website and circulate CCC minutes 

 Completed. 
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Project Consultation – Newsletter No 6 

 Released 22 August 2012 

 Information included; 

 Latest news & project 

development update 

 Incorporation of feedback 

and study results into the 

proposed final layout 

 Results of archaeological 

and heritage field survey 

 Update on CCC activity 

 Outcome of the public open 

day held at Rye Park hall 

 Consultation feedback on 

community fund 

 Announced release of 

traffic and transport report 

 Reminder of contact details 

for project feedback  
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Project Consultation – Key Activity and Timetable 
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Activity Timing Objectives Stakeholders Status 

Community information 

workshop 

November 2008 Introduce Epuron and the 

proposal to landowners and 

community including 

preliminary layout 

Involved landowners and 

selected stakeholders 

Completed 

Newsletter 1 December 2009 Inform community about 

project and initial information 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners (mail-out) 

Completed 

Newsletter 2 June 2010 Provide updated information 

and planning details including 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners (mail-out) 

Completed 

 

Newsletter 3 December 2011 Outline planning process and 

updated development 

progress 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners (mail-out) 

 

Completed 

Consult with 

neighbours within 2km 

January / 

February 2012 

(ongoing) 

To discuss project and 

impacts with neighbours 

including feedback 

Uninvolved neighbours within 

2km of turbine 

Completed 

(but ongoing) 

Newsletter 4 March 2012 Advise consultation plans 

and release revised wind 

farm layout 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners (mail-out) 

Completed 

Establish Community 

Consultation 

Committee 

April / May 2012 Establish formal mechanism 

for community participation 

Invited members Completed 
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Activity Timing Objectives Stakeholders Status 

CCC Meeting 1 May / June 2012 Provide project information 

and seek feedback 

Invited members Completed 

Newsletter 5 and 

Community Open 

House 1 

June / July 2012 Update on studies and 

consultation and layout 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners (mail-out) 

Completed 

CCC Meeting 2 

 

July / August 

2012 

Provide updated information 

and consider feedback 

including release of draft final 

layout 

Invited members 

 

Completed 

Newsletter 6 September / 

October 2012 

Update on studies and 

consultation feedback 

contributing to draft final 

layout 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners (mail-out) 

 

 

Completed 

CCC Meeting 3 September / 

October 2012 

Review of draft final layout 

incorporation feedback 

Invited members 

 

Wednesday 

24 October 

2012 

Newsletter 7 (optional 

can be wrapped into 

open day) 

October / 

November 2012 

Advise community of final 

layout incorporating feedback 

and study results 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners, CCC and 

consultants 

pending 

Project Consultation – Key Activity and Timetable…..continued 
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Activity Timing Objectives Stakeholders Status 

Pre DA lodgement 

finalisation and follow 

up 

October / 

November 2012 

Consider feedback and any 

final amendments required 

prior to lodging application 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners, CCC and 

consultants 

pending 

Lodgement of EA with 

DP&I 

November 2012 Submit EA DP&I pending 

Community Open Day December 2012 Inform community of EA 

lodgement and exhibition 

Involved and uninvolved 

landowners, CCC and 

consultants 

pending 

Project Consultation – Key Activity and Timetable…..continued 
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Project Information – Proposed final wind farm layout 

Page 13 

 Layout 

accommodates 

126 turbines 

 Incorporates 

consultation 

feedback and 

study findings 
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Project Information – Turbines 

Page 14 

 Layout 

accommodates 

126 turbines 

 Some turbines 

have been 

moved or 

removed to 

accommodate 

feedback and or 

study findings 
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Project Information – Access Roads 

Page 15 

 Main access 

roads (blue) 

 Internal access 

tracks (green) 

 Updated to 

incorporate 

feedback from 

councils where 

provided 
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Project Information – Electrical Infrastructure 

Page 16 

 Wind farm 

connects to 

existing Transgrid 

330kV 

transmission line 

 New powerline 

up to 330kV 

running up wind 

farm site 

 New 330kV 

connection 

substation at 

existing 

transmission line 

 New collection 

substations on 

wind farm 

 
24 October 2012 Rye Park Wind Farm CCC Meeting 3 



Project Information – Houses 

Page 17 

 Uninvolved 

house locations 

within 2km of a 

wind turbine (red) 

 Involved house 

locations (blue) 
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Project Information – Photomontages (public locations) 
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Project Information – Photomontages (public location PM7) 
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Project Information – Grid Connection Update 

 Meeting was held recently with Transgrid to progress the grid connection application 

process and technical studies. 

 Wind farm will connect into the existing 330kV Transgrid transmission line that 

crosses the southern section of the site. 

 New 330kV connection substation will be located adjacent to the existing Transgrid 

transmission line at the south of the site. A land parcel has been identified. 

 New overhead powerline (up to 330kV) will run up the length of the wind farm site to 

collect generated power and will be mounted on a single pole type structure. 

 New collection substations will be constructed on the wind farm site. 

 Power generated by the wind turbines will be reticulated to the new collection 

substations via an underground electrical network. 
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Project Information – New Powerline Poles (up to 330kV) 
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Project Information – Community Fund 

Epuron has been seeking feedback on how to best establish a community fund and to 

identify what type of local support is required from the project. 

1. Feedback……..”how to best establish a community fund” 

 Councils prefer that if a community fund is established it is managed by them. 

 Community wants to have a say in where/how any community funds are spent. 

 Draft Wind Guidelines say community infrastructure contributions may be required. 

2. Feedback……..”what type of local support is required from the project” 

 Upgrade and improve local roads near the project 

 Improvements to the township of Rye Park and better local amenities 

 Better mobile phone reception and internet services 

 Chance to reopen some businesses and local services in Rye Park 

 Attracting new families to live in the local area 

3. Key Issues 

 When / whether the developer makes a commitment to a fund or structure 

 How much the fund should be 

 Who should administer the fund 

 What the fund should be used for 
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Project Information – Community Fund…………….continued 

Outline of Epurons Position 

 Epuron designs its wind farms to minimise impacts to the environment and local community. 

 Each project should be assessed (by DPI) specifically on its merits (no cash fund influences). 

 Epuron strongly believes in the value of community contributions and believes that the final 

investor who will commit funds to the construction and operation of the project should engage 

with the community in a meaningful way. 

 Epuron believes that such community contributions should be: 

 applied towards local environmental, social and community initiatives led by local residents; 

 directed to initiatives raised by residents proximate to the development or likely to be impacted; 

 established at the commencement of operation and continue for the life of the development; and, 

 regularly reviewed to ensure they are providing ongoing benefits to the community. 

 Epuron considers that the CCC working with the developer and ultimate project owner, is 

ideally placed to help develop a community fund and its administration process. 

 Epuron, like most wind farm proponents, is not the ultimate project owner and accordingly it is 

not appropriate for Epuron to determine the final details of any community fund, and nor 

should these be determined as part of a development application or consent process. 

 Accordingly, Epuron will not propose any specific amount payable to any community fund in 

its development application. However, it will commit to an ongoing consultation process to 

determine an appropriate basis for the establishment of a community fund. 

 The EA’s Statement of Commitments will  set out the Community Fund details 
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Next Steps and Timing 

 Consultation and feedback - Ongoing 

 Finalise EA document  - October / November 

 Newsletter 7 (optional)  - November 

 Lodge EA with government - By end November 

 Community open day  - December 

 Public exhibition of EA  - TBC 
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Communication and Feedback Channels Available 

 Consultation is a two-way-street and we’re always listening. 

 Feedback and suggestions are important to us and help design the project. 

 Available communication channels include; 

 Epuron corporate website: www.epuron.com.au 

 Rye Park project website: www.ryeparkwindfarm.com.au 

 Mailing address:  Rye Park Wind Farm 

    Level 11, 75 Miller Street 

    North Sydney…NSW…2060 

 Phone:   02 8456 7400 

 Fax:   02 9922 6645 

 Email:   RyePark@epuron.com.au 

 Senior Project Manager: Brian Hall 

b.hall@epuron.com.au 

 Meetings   Arranged by appointment 

 

 

 

 
Page 25 24 October 2012 Rye Park Wind Farm CCC Meeting 3 

http://www.epuron.com.au/
file:///D:/1. EPURON SERVER/EPURON/EPL Marketing/Design Templates/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/OUPUBUGE/www.ryeparkwindfarm.com.au
mailto:RyePark@epuron.com.au
mailto:b.hall@epuron.com.au


EPURON Pty Ltd 

75 Miller Street 

North Sydney 

NSW 2060 

AUSTRALIA 

www.epuron.com.au  

T +612 8456 7400 

F +612 9922 6645 

Cullerin range wind farm - NSW 

Ti Tree solar project - NT 

Thank You 
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