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Forward 
 

 

Epuron is serious about developing high quality wind farms and solar energy 

projects which maximise the benefits available from these projects, while 

ensuring their commercial viability. 

The benefits of renewable energy projects are clear: 

 Environmental benefits including greenhouse gas reduction 

 Clean delivery of electricity without pollution or water usage 

 Regional economic benefits including jobs and regional investment 

 Social benefits including local infrastructure improvements and 

community benefits 

Epuron is striving to ensure that the Liverpool Range Wind Farm is developed and 

built in a manner which recognises the importance of an ongoing, long term 

relationship with the local community. 

This consultation plan outlines the basis on which Epuron has and will continue to 

engage with the Liverpool Range community, including the consultation 

purpose, approach, tools, and opportunities for input. 

We look forward to engaging with you in relation to the Liverpool Range Wind 

Farm. 

 

Sincerely, 

    
Martin Poole  Andrew Durran 

Executive Director Executive Director 

Preliminary Environmental Assessment |  July 2010 
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1 Plan Overview 

1.1 Introduction 

This Project Consultation Plan has been prepared to guide stakeholder engagement activity for the proposed Liverpool 
Range Wind Farm during the development phase (up to project approval). This plan reflects the corporate 
requirements set out in Epuron’s Community Consultation Framework and the Director Generals Requirements issued 
for the project by the NSW Department of Planning. 

This Project Consultation Plan is dynamic and will be periodically updated as required during the course of the 
development phase and community engagement activity. 

1.2 The Project 

The proposed Liverpool Range Wind Farm is to be located to the east of Coolah and north of Cassilis, NSW, in the New 
England Tableland region. The project is approximately 370km north of Sydney and is located on freehold and 
leasehold land within and adjacent to agricultural areas, predominantly used for grazing sheep and cattle. 

The proposed site is located across four Local Government Areas (LGAs); Warrumbungle Shire Council, Liverpool Plains 
Shire Council, Upper Hunter Shire Council, with transmission line connections to the south of the site located in the 
LGA of Mid-Western Regional Shire Council. 

Townships in the vicinity of the project are: 

Locality / Township /  
Population Centre 

Proximity Population 
(approx.) 

Local Government Area (LGA) 

Coolah Approximately 5km west from the nearest wind turbine 921 people Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Cassilis Approximately 3km south from the nearest wind turbine 347 people Upper Hunter Shire Council 

Bundella Approximately 10km north from the nearest wind turbine 2343 people Liverpool Plains Shire Council 

Dunedoo Approximately 20km west from the nearest wind turbine 1654 people Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Merriwa Approximately 18km east from the nearest wind turbine 1674 people Mid-Western Regional Shire Council 

The project site is in the general region of other proposed wind farms including the Mt Hope wind farm to the north 
west (currently under development by private landowners) and the Uungula wind farm to the south west (currently 
under development by Wind Prospect). 

1.3 Community Consultation Framework 

This Project Consultation Plan is developed on the basis of Epuron’s Consultation Framework, and has been developed 
to reflect the needs and characteristics of the Liverpool Range Wind Farm and its specific stakeholders. Accordingly, 
this Project Consultation Plan should be read with reference to Epuron’s Consultation Framework. 

Epuron has developed its Community Consultation Framework to outline the objectives and mechanisms it will use in 
engaging with key stakeholders and the local community in relation to its projects. 

In preparing its Community Consultation Framework, Epuron has taken into consideration the draft NSW Planning 
Guidelines for Wind Farms dated December 2011. While these draft guidelines are not yet in force, they provide a 
useful reference source in preparing Epuron’s consultation plans. 
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1.4 Project Consultation Objectives 

Epuron’s Consultation Framework outlines the following project consultation objectives: 

 To minimise undue community concern in relation to each proposal, particularly at an early stage where little 
information on a project is known; 

 To ensure the community and other stakeholders are fully informed and aware of the proposal, it’s likely 
impacts, and its likely benefits; 

 To ensure that Epuron fully understands the local context for the proposal, including any local impacts that 
the proposal may have or opportunities that it could provide; 

 To incorporate the suggestions and feedback into the design of the wind farm where possible; 

 To explain where and how this feedback can be and has been incorporated; and, 

 In that context, to provide multiple opportunities for dialogue in various forms to allow the community to 
receive information and provide feedback about the proposal. 

In addition to these general objectives, in relation to the Liverpool Range Wind Farm, Epuron’s consultation process 
will also investigate how best to maximise the local and regional benefit of the development. Specifically, Epuron is 
looking for feedback as to how a Community Fund might be established for the project, and what kind of community 
support is required in the vicinity of the project. 

1.5 Scope of this Consultation Plan 

Epuron’s Consultation Framework identifies the following development phases for the project during its lifecycle: 

 Phase 1 – Project Awareness 

 Phase 2 – Project Investigations 

 Phase 3 – Project Development & Approvals 

 Phase 4 – Post Development Approval and Pre Construction 

 Phase 5 – Construction & Commissioning 

 Phase 6 – Operations & Decommissioning 

This plan outlines those consultation activities proposed during the pre-approval development phases of the project 
which are phases 1 through 3 as described above. 

A further consultation plan will be developed as the project enters Phase 4 of its development. 
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2 Key Stakeholders 

2.1 Overview 

This section of the Project Consultation Plan identifies the key stakeholders with whom Epuron will engage through 
the development of the proposal. Given the early stage of development of the proposal, this list is unlikely to be 
exhaustive at this stage. Additional stakeholders are likely to be identified and added to the plan through the Project 
Investigation and Project Development & Approvals phases of the development. 

2.2 Residents and Landowners 

A number of existing dwellings are situated around the site or local area. The location and (in many cases) ownership 
of these dwellings have generally been identified through reviews of cadastral data, topographic mapping, aerial 
imagery, local information sources, internet research and visiting properties. Ownership of all land within 2km of a 
proposed wind turbine has been confirmed through property searches on the NSW government registers. 

Epuron distinguishes landowners into the following groups based on whether or not they are involved with the 
project, and how distant from the project their residence or dwelling is located: 

 Involved landowners 

 Adjacent neighbours (dwelling within 2km from wind turbine) 

 Nearby neighbours (2 – 5km from wind turbine) 

 Distant neighbours (5 – 15km from wind turbine) 

 General public (>15km from wind turbine) 

2.3 Community and Community Groups 

The following local community groups have been identified as potentially representing key stakeholders. Additional 
stakeholder groups are likely to be identified through the ongoing consultation process. 

Name Website / Contact 

Dunedoo District Development Group 02 6375 1975 / dddgroup@bigpond.com 

Coolah District Development Group 02 6378 5030 / cddg@coolah.org.net.au 

Merriwa District Progress Association 02 6548 2948 

Cassilis Country Womens Association 02 6375 0433 

Cassilis Rural Fire Service Uarbry Road 02 6377 1193 

2.4 Local Media 

The following local media outlets have been identified as providing an important communication channel to key 
stakeholders, primarily due to their ability to disseminate information in the vicinity of the project. 

Name Website / Contact 

Mudgee Weekly Guardian 02 6372 1455 

Coolah District Diary 02 6377 1950 

Regional Radio 2WCR-FM 02 6842 5262 

Radio ABC – Western Plains 02 6881 1830 
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2.5 Local Government 

Key officers and staff of the Local Government Authorities have been identified as follows. 

Position Warrumbungle Shire 
Council 

Upper Hunter Shire 
Council 

Liverpool Plains Shire 
Council 

Mid-Western Regional 
Shire Council 

Mayor Clr Peter Shinton Clr Lee Watts Clr Ian Lobsey Clr Des Kennedy 

Councillors Clr Murray Coe (Deputy 
Mayor) 

Clr Kerry A Campbell 

Clr Tilak Dissanayake 

Clr Ray Lewis 

Clr Mark Powell 

Clr Victor Schmidt 

Clr Ronald Sullivan 

Clr Denis Todd 

Clr Errol Bates (Deputy 
Mayor) 

Clr Lea Carter 

Clr Ean Cottle 

Clr Lorna Driscoll 

Clr Bill Howey 

Clr Michael Johnsen 

Clr Deirdre Peebles 

Clr Pam Seccombe 

Clr Bernard Perkins 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Clr Andrew Laurie 

Clr Paul Moules 

Clr Fiona Simson 

Clr Col Stewart 

Clr Colleen Wills 

Clr Max Walker (Deputy 
Mayor) 

Clr Russell Holden 

Clr Elwyn Lang 

Clr Esme E Martens 

Clr Peter A Shelley 

Clr Percy Thompson 

Clr John Weatherley 

Clr John R Webb 

General 
Manager 

Mr Steve Loane Mr Daryl Dutton Mr Robert Hunt Mr Warwick Bennett 

Executive 
staff 

Mrs Rebecca Ryan 

Mr Kevin Tighe 

Mr Steve Pryor 

Mr Murray James 

Mr Spede Spannagle 

Mr Michael Urquhart Mrs Catherine Van 
Laeren 

Mrs Clare Phelan 

Mr Brad Cam 

2.6 State and Federal Members and Ministers 

Key elected State and Federal representatives have been identified as follows. 

Jurisdiction Position Member / Minister (Party) 

State  NSW Member for Barwon 

 

Kevin Humphries MP 

Minister for Mental Health 

Minister for Western NSW 

State NSW Member for Upper Hunter The Hon. George Souris 

Minister for Tourism 

Minister for the Arts 

State  Minister for Resources and Energy The Hon. Chris Hartcher MP 

State  Minister for Planning and Infrastructure The Hon. Brad Hazzard MP 

State  Minister for the Environment The Hon. Robyn Parker MP 

Federal  Member for Hunter Joel Fitzgibbon MP 

Federal  Federal Member for Parkes Mark Coulton MP 

Federal  Federal Member for New England Tony Windsor MP 

Federal  Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency The Hon. Greg Combet AM MP 

Federal  Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities 

The Hon. Tony Burke MP 
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2.7 State and Federal Government Agencies 

Relevant State and Federal agencies have been identified as follows. 

Jurisdiction Agency Responsibility 

State Office of Environment and Heritage Aboriginal cultural and European heritage 

Threatened species 

Biodiversity offsets 

Renewable Energy Precincts 

State Department of Planning and Infrastructure Administration of approvals under Environmental, 
Planning and Assessment Act 

State Planning Assessment Commission Determination of Planning Consent 

State Department of Primary Industries Crown land and agricultural issues 

State Rural Fire Service Bushfire safety 

State Relevant Council Public Roads 

State Transgrid Transmission connections 

Federal  Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, 
Population and Communities 

Administration of the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC) 

Federal Airservices Australia Canberra – 02 6268 4111 or 1800 026 147 

Federal Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) Canberra – 02 6217 1449 or 131 757 

Federal RAAF Canberra – 1300 333 362 

 

2.8 Additional Stakeholders 

The following additional stakeholders have been identified as key stakeholders of the project. 

Name Website / Contact 

Aerial Agricultural Association of Australia (AAAA) Canberra - 02 6241 2100 

Telecommunications Operators Multiple carriers 
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3 Schedule of Consultation Activities 

3.1 Overview 

This section of the Project Consultation Plan identifies the key stakeholders with whom Epuron will engage including 
anticipated timing. 

 

Proposed 
Consultation 
Activity 

Timing Consultation Objectives Key Stakeholders 

Phase 1 – Project Awareness 

Community 
information 
presentation 

June 2009 

Coolah District 
Development 
Group 

 Introduce Epuron and the proposed 
wind farm project 

 Provide accurate information about 
wind farms 

 Seek feedback as to key issues from the 
community 

 Build trust with the local community 

 Involved Landowners 

 Invited community stakeholders 

Project 
Newsletters 

6 monthly / as 
required 

 Introduce Epuron and proposed project  
to the local community and key 
stakeholders 

 Provide clear and accurate background 
information in relation to Epuron and 
wind farms 

 Open communications and build trust 
within the local community  

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved stakeholders on mailing list 

 General public via local information 
centres 

Epuron 
Website 

Ongoing  Provide information about Epuron to 
public over the internet 

 Seek feedback and enquiries 

 All stakeholders 

 General public 

Phase 2 – Project Investigations 

Project 
Newsletters 

6 monthly / as 
required 

 Update on development progress and 
timing 

 Provide preliminary details on the wind 
farm proposal 

 Outline benefits of wind farms to local 
communities 

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved stakeholders on mailing list 

 General public via local information 
centres 

Epuron / 
Website 

Ongoing  Provide information about Epuron to 
public over the internet 

 Seek feedback and enquiries 

 All stakeholders 

 General public 

Phase 3 – Project Development & Approvals 

Project 
Newsletters 

quarterly / as 
required 

 Update on development status 

 Explain program of Development 
Approval process and expert studies to 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved stakeholders on mailing list 

 General public via local information 
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Proposed 
Consultation 
Activity 

Timing Consultation Objectives Key Stakeholders 

be undertaken 

 Outline community consultation 
program and key areas of interest 

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

centres 

 Government agencies 

Consult with 
neighbours of 
proposed 
wind turbines 
(via face-to-
face meetings 
and phone 
calls) 

September / 
October 2012 
Ongoing 

 To open communications with near 
neighbours to the proposed 
development (dwellings within 2km of 
proposed wind turbine) 

 To explain potential impacts and 
benefits of the proposed wind farm 

 Discuss and arrange further assessment 
(if required) 

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

Newsletter 7 April / May 
2012 

 

 Update on development status 

 Details on key areas of concern 

 Display current project for discussion 
and feedback purposes 

 Meet and discuss areas of interest with 
stakeholders 

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

 Community stakeholders 

 General invitation to interested parties 

Establish 
Community 
Consultation 
Committee 

May / June 
2012 

Establish and 
call for member 
nominations of 
CCC .Meetings 
to be held 
quarterly or as 
required 

 To enable Epuron to formally provide 
the local community with information 
about the proposal. 

 To enable the community to express 
and Epuron to understand any 
concerns in relation to potential 
impacts of the proposal. 

 To enable Epuron to consider whether 
and how to incorporate any 
suggestions and feedback into the 
design of the proposal. 

 To demonstrate how the feedback has 
been considered in the design process 
and where applicable show how the 
feedback has resulted in amendments 
to the design of the wind farm; and, 

 To formally recommend to Epuron 
options that it may consider to provide 
additional community benefits 
resulting from the proposal. 

 Independent Chairman 

 Local Councils 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved landowners 

 Community groups 

 Proponent 

Community 
Consultation 
Committee 
meeting 1 

June / July 2012  Update current project information and 
preliminary layout for discussion and 
feedback purposes 

 Discuss areas of interest and concern 
from CCC members 

 Seek feedback and incorporation of 

 Independent Chairman 

 Local Councils 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved landowners 

 Community groups 
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Proposed 
Consultation 
Activity 

Timing Consultation Objectives Key Stakeholders 

ideas into proposal where possible 

 Updated information available for 
wider circulation 

 Proponent 

Newsletter 8 
and 
Community 
Open House 
1 

July / August 
2012 

 Update on development status 

 Release of preliminary layout 

 Outline preliminary results from expert 
studies where completed 

 Update on changes to layout 
incorporating feedback 

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

 Community stakeholders 

 General invitation to interested parties 

Community 
Consultation 
Committee 
meeting 2 

September / 
October 2012 

 Update on development status and 
activity 

 Update on layout and consultation 
feedback mechanism 

 Outline results from expert studies 

 Seek feedback and incorporation into 
proposal where possible 

 Independent Chairman 

 Local Councils 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved landowners 

 Community groups 

 Proponent 

Newsletter 9 
and 
Community 
Open House 
2 

October / 
November 2012 

 Update on development status and 
issues 

 Outline results from expert studies 
where completed 

 Update on changes to layout 
incorporating feedback 

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

 Community stakeholders 

 General invitation to interested parties 

Pre DA 
submission 
follow up 
phone calls 
and meetings 

November / 
December 2012 

 To keep the community informed 

 To describe how community feedback 
has been implemented in the design of 
the project where possible 

 To continue engagement with the 
community in one-on-one discussions 
about the project 

 To inform the community about the 
progress of the project and display any 
results, photographs and assessment 
reports available for public review 

 To receive feedback on the design and 
environmental assessment approach 
for the project 

 To incorporate suggestions where 
practical into the design of the Wind 
Farm 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

 Community stakeholders 

 

Pre DA follow 
up phone 
calls and 
meetings 

January / 
February 2013 

 To inform the community that the 
Environmental Assessment is being 
finalised ready for submission 

 To address any remaining concerns 
raised during the process 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

 Community stakeholders 
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Proposed 
Consultation 
Activity 

Timing Consultation Objectives Key Stakeholders 

Newsletter 
10 

March / April 
2013 

 

 Update on development status 

 Details on final layout and studies 

 Seek any final comments and feedback  

 Provide accurate information and seek 
feedback 

 Involved landowners 

 Uninvolved neighbours 

 Community stakeholders 

 Public 

Pre-DA 
submission - 
Media 

May / June 
2013 

 To inform the community that the 
Environmental Assessment has been 
submitted and provide an estimate as 
to when public viewing may occur. 

 Public 

Pre-DA 
submission - 
Media 

July / August 
2013 

 To inform the community that the 
Environmental Assessment will be 
available for review and to invite 
submissions on the proposal. 

 Public 
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4 Glossary and acronyms 
 

CCC Community Consultation Committee 

DA Development Application 

DCP Development Control Plan 

DECCW NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water 

DGRs NSW Department of Planning’s Director General’s Requirements. The 
Environmental Assessment report must address issues as directed in the DGRs. 

DoP NSW Department of Planning 

EA  Environmental Assessment report, format dictated by the DGRs 

EMF Electromagnetic fields  

GWh gigawatt-hour, equal to 1,000,000 kWh 

kV kilovolt 

LEP Local Environmental Plan 

MW megawatt, equal to 1,000,000 watts 

MWh megawatt-hour, equal to 1,000 kWh 

PFM Planning Focus Meeting 

SEPP State Environmental Planning Policy 
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5 Contact Epuron 
Consultation is a two-way street 

One of the most important elements of consultation to Epuron is to receive feedback, information and advice from 
key stakeholders in the development of the proposal. 

We’re listening….. 

Project Feedback 

In addition to the other mechanisms outlined in this document, Epuron has also established a Feedback survey on the 
Liverpool Range Wind Farm website. Feel free to use this form to respond to us, or contact us directly. 

Contact Details 

Please use the following details to contact Epuron in relation to this project, or to provide feedback in relation to this 
Project Consultation Plan. 

 

Epuron corporate website: www.epuron.com.au 

Liverpool Range project website: www.liverpoolrangewindfarm.com.au 

 

Mailing address: Liverpool Range Wind Farm 

 Level 11, 75 Miller Street 

 North Sydney…NSW…2060 

 

Phone: 02 8456 7400 

Fax: 02 9922 6645 

 

Email: liverpoolrange@epuron.com.au  

Project Manager: Brian Hall 

 b.hall@epuron.com.au 

 

 

http://www.epuron.com.au/
http://www.liverpoolrangewindfarm.com.au/
mailto:liverpoolrange@epuron.com.au
mailto:b.hall@epuron.com.au


 

 

 


