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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Wind Corporation Australia has proposed the construction of wind farm at Black 
Springs, near Oberon. A Draft Heritage Assessment was prepared initially by 
Environmental Resource Management (ERM) in 2005 for a 33 turbine wind farm 
covering four properties. 
 
A review of the project has led to a revised proposal for 9 turbines on two properties. 
In 2006 Harper Somers O’Sullivan (HSO) assumed control of the project and the 
reporting process. This Heritage Report supplements and updates the Draft Heritage 
Assessment produced by ERM, addresses changes to the proposal and provides 
final recommendations. 
 
The area proposed for Black Springs Wind Farm is covered largely by pasture 
grasses with development restricted to tracks, land clearing and modification of 
drainage lines for the construction of dams.  
 
No Aboriginal cultural heritage sites or historic sites were located during the HSO 
archaeological survey. The previous survey conducted by ERM located a number of 
sites, only one of which is in proximity to the revised proposal. This site will not be 
affected by development.  
 
It is considered there are no archaeological constraints associated with the proposed 
development. However it must be noted that if during the course of construction work 
Aboriginal cultural material is found, work should cease immediately and the 
Department of Conservation and Pejar Local Aboriginal Land Council (PLALC) 
notified. Activity should only recommence when appropriate and approved 
management provisions are in place.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Harper Somers O’Sullivan (HSO) have been commissioned to prepare an 
Environmental Assessment under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 for Wind Corporation Australia Limited for a proposed Wind 
Farm at Black Springs near Oberon in New South Wales.  
 
In relation to heritage issues the majority of the survey work and subsequent report 
has previously been dealt with by Environmental Resource Management Australia 
(ERM) in June 2005. Subsequent alterations to the size and layout of the Black 
Springs Wind Farm have resulted in a requirement by HSO to finalise the work of 
ERM and to conduct an additional survey on land not previously considered affected.  
 
The ERM Heritage Assessment (June 2005) has covered all background data 
required by the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) and the NSW 
Heritage Office with regard heritage surveys for Aboriginal and post-contact sites 
respectively. Refer to Attachment 1. 
 
This Supplementary Aboriginal Heritage Assessment supplements and finalises the 
work of ERM and will: 

• describe and detail the changes made to the proposal for the Black Springs 
Wind Farm; 

• report on the results of the additional survey conducted by HSO and 
described above; 

• provide Tables for the surveys conducted by both ERM and HSO; and 
• provide final recommendations. 

 
1.1 Authorship 
 
The ERM Report was written by archaeologist Tudur Davies with document review 
by ERM Principal Archaeologist, Neville Baker. 
 
This Supplementary Report is produced by Laraine Nelson, Archaeologist for HSO.  
 
1.2 Alterations to the Proposed Wind Farm 
 
The original proposal for the Black Springs Wind Farm was for 33 towers or turbines 
with the following properties surveyed; Mount Bathurst, Daisybank, Acqualoria (the 
family name Mozetti is used in the ERM Report) Winton Park and Fernlee. Refer to 
Figure 1-1. 
 
The new proposal is for nine towers with the properties affected limited to Daisybank 
and Acqualoria.  Refer to Figure 1-2. 
 
1.3 Development Impacts 
 
Black Springs Wind Farm will be the same type as described in the ERM (June 2005) 
Report and HSO Environmental Assessment (2006) with the same construction 
process. The alteration is to the number of towers (now nine not 33) and the area 
and properties affected. In brief: 

• Each tower will be a maximum height of 110m with a footprint of 4.5m in 
diameter. Overall construction will affect an area of 16m X 16m. 
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• Temporary tracks of 4m to 5m in width will be required during the construction 
phase.  

• Trenches will be required for the laying of tower connecting cables. These will 
approx. 1.5m in width and 0.5m to 0.75m in depth. 

• Construction of a substation and facilities building on Daisybank will cover 
30m X 60m and 10m X 15m respectively.  

• Negligible tree clearance will be necessary.  
 
1.4 Scope of Assessment 
 
ERM 2005 (12.4) covered the criteria required for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
heritage assessment. Refer to Attachment 1. 
 
1.5 Partnership 
 
ERM 2005 (12.7), on advice from DEC, worked in partnership with PLALC during the 
original surveys and during the reporting process. 
 
HSO continued the partnership liaising with Delise Freeman, Coordinator PLALC and 
conducting fieldwork with Justin Boney. 
 
1.6 Legislative Context 
 
It is incumbent on any land manager to adhere to legislative requirements that 
protect indigenous cultural heritage in NSW.  The relevant legislation is: 
 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, Amendment 2001 (NPW Act).  
Section 90.  A person must not destroy, deface, damage or desecrate, or cause or 
permit the destruction, defacement, damage or desecration of, an Aboriginal object 
or Aboriginal place.  The NPW Act provides statutory protection for all Aboriginal 
relics (not being a handicraft made for sale) with penalties levied for breaches of the 
Act. 
 
Aboriginal Places (that may or may not contain archaeological material) are given 
protection under Section 84 of the NPW Act.  This is a place that, in the opinion of 
the Minister, is or was of special significance with respect to Aboriginal culture, to be 
an Aboriginal place for the purposes of this Act.  
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
The Act regulates a system of environmental planning and assessment for New 
South Wales.  Land use planning requires that environmental impacts are considered 
including the impact on cultural heritage and specifically Aboriginal heritage.  Within 
the EP&A Act Parts III; IV; V relate to Aboriginal heritage. 
 
Part III: regulates the preparation of planning policies and plans; Part IV: governs the 
manner in which consent authorities determine development applications and 
outlines those that require an environmental impact statement; Part V: Under this 
State government agencies that act as determining authorities for activities 
conducted by that agency or by authority from the agency are regulated.  The 
National Parks and Wildlife Service is a Part V authority under the EP&A Act.  
 
In brief, the NPW Act provides protection for Aboriginal objects or places while the 
EP&A Act ensures that Aboriginal cultural heritage is properly assessed in land use 
planning and development.  
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Other legislation of relevance to Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW include: NSW 
Heritage Act (1977) and NSW Local Government Act and at the Federal level: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act (1984) and Australian 
Heritage Commission Act (1975). 
 
Heritage Act 1977  
This Act provides the legislative framework for protecting the heritage of NSW. The 
Act is administered by the NSW Heritage Office. The Office maintains the State 
Heritage Register (State Significant Items) and the State Heritage Inventory (Items 
listed on statutory lists in NSW). It is a requirement under the Act that a Permit issued 
by the NSW Heritage Office is required for any activity that may disturb a site or a 
potential site.   
 





Turbine 09

Turbine 07

Turbine 08

Turbine 05

Turbine 03 Turbine 02

Turbine 04

Turbine 06

Turbine 01

JOB REF:

PROJECT LAYOUT
LAYOUT REF: J:\JOBS\23k\23219 - Black Springs\
Drafting\Mapinfo\23219-FIG 1-2 PROJECT 
LAYOUT-B-A4

FIGURE 1-2
SCALE:

DATE:

DATUM:

CONTOUR INTERVAL:

DESIGNED:

1: 25000 at A4 Size

15/08/2006

AMG Zone 55 (AGD 66)

T. LAMBERTAPPROVED:

E: survey@hso.com.au     W: www.hso.com.auPLANNING SURVEYING ECOLOGY
23219

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT
BLACK SPRINGS WIND FARM, OBERON LGA

PAGE 5

HARPER SOMERS O'SULLIVAN
241 DENISON STREET
BROADMEADOW  NSW  2292

PLAN PRODUCED BY:

PO BOX 428 
HAMILTON NSW 2303
T: 02 4961 6500
F: 02 4961 6794
E: survey@hso.com.au    
W: www.hso.com.au
ABN: 11 093 343 858

AMENDMENT DATE TYPE

A
B
C

D

Copyright
"This document and the information shown shall remain the 
property of Harper Somers O'Sullivan Pty Ltd. The document
may only be used for the purpose for which it was supplied and
in accordance with the terms of engagement for the commission.
Unauthorised use of this document in any way is prohibited."

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300300 600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600600 900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900900 1200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200120012001200 1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m1500 m

Legend

Substation
Cabling
Transmission Lines
Access Roads
Wind Turbine Locations
Site Boundary

BLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACKBLACK
SPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGSSPRINGS

550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line
550kV Transgrid Line

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

66
kV

 O
be

ro
n-

Bur
ra

ga
 Li

ne

'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton'Winton
Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park'Park''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank''Daisybank'

'Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria''Acqualoria'

WARNING
Note that the displayed aerial photography has
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contain a spatial error of up to 100 metres.

Caution should therefore be exercised in determining
where the project infrastructure lies in comparison to
remnant vegetation, and map data should not be
used for purposes requiring high levels of accuracy.

No part of this plan should be used
for critical design dimensions.
Confirmation of critical positions 
should be obtained from Harper Somers
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P. HILLIER
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2 ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 
 
Refer to Attachment 1 - ERM 2005 (12.8 – 12.12) 
 
3 HISTORICAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
 
Refer to Attachment 1 - ERM 2005 (12.13 – 12.17) 
 
4 ABORIGINAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
 
Refer to Attachment 1 - ERM 2005 (12.18 – 12.21) 
 
5 FIELD SURVEY 
 
For the initial survey conducted by ERM see Attachment 1 (12.22 – 12.25).  
 
The alteration to the original Wind Farm proposal required an additional area be 
surveyed by HSO in conjunction with PLALC.  This was conducted on 19 October 
2006 by Laraine Nelson (Archaeologist, HSO) and Justin Boney (Sites Officer, 
PLALC).  
 
5.1 Fieldwork Methodology  
 
To ensure consistency in both surveying and reporting the methodology of ERM was 
adopted by HSO for the supplementary survey. 
 
5.2 Survey 
 
The HSO archaeological survey focussed on the limited areas of good visibility. The 
majority of the site is covered by dense pasture grasses with exposures limited to 
tracks and areas of scant grass cover. The survey was largely conducted on foot.  
 
In Transect 1 the distance was covered by vehicle with stops in areas with visibility. 
Along the road and tracks introduced road base provided some background noise. 
Any areas that provided ground visibility were examined.  Refer to Figure 5.1 - 
Transects conducted by ERM and Figure 5.2 – Transects conducted by HSO. 
 
5.3 Fieldwork Results 
 
The survey conducted by ERM (2005) located seven sites, one isolated find, five 
artefact scatters and a chert quarry site. The archaeological sensitive area of Mount 
Bathurst, identified by both PLALC and ERM will not be affected by development. 
With the exception of Black Springs 5, all located archaeological sites are in areas 
not affected by the revised Wind Farm proposal. Black Springs 5, with eleven quartz 
artefacts consisting of one core and ten flakes, was in the banks of an artificially 
created small dam. The Report author concludes that the area is highly disturbed and 
that the artefacts have most likely been relocated within the site.  
See Attachment 1 - ERM Report (June 2005) Annex D  
 
The HSO survey did not locate any artefacts this may be a result of the limited area 
of exposures available for examination or that the area was not favoured for repeated 
use or habitation.  Refer to Figure 5.3 - Transect notes – Surveys conducted by ERM 
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2005 and HSO 2006 and Figure 5.4 - Effective Coverage – ERM 2005 and HSO 
2006. 
 
5.4 Significance Assessment 
 
Black Springs 5, the only site located within the revised Wind Farm area, was 
assessed as having little research potential. The following is an extract from the ERM 
2005 Report (12.27.5). 

This site is highly disturbed and therefore has little research 
potential. It does not represent a rare site type for the region. It thus 
is given a low rating of scientific significance.  

The statement is supported by this report.  
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Table 5-1 Transect Notes - Surveys Conducted by ERM (2005) and HSO 
 
Note: Transect 8-20 from ERM (2005) / Transect A-F results of HSO Survey  
 
Transect Landform Description Soil Notes 

8* Flat to very gentle 
simple 
Slope – facing slope 

Transect along eastern field boundary of  
Acqualoria  

Red humic clay Limited exposure present along the fenceline  
of the paddock 

9* Very gentle undulating 
slope 

Transect along the track running north south 
along the  
western boundary at south of the Daisybank, 
close to wind towers 23,26,28 

Dark orange 
brown clay loam 

Track was walked due to lack of visibility within 
paddocks to the east. Majority of track 
introduced gravels. Patches of  
Exposure present along the side of the track 
and on a small stretch at northern end of the 
transect. 

10* Gently undulating 
slopes 

Within paddock containing wind towers 23, 26, 
28. covering the area to the east from the towers 
towards wind tower 24.  

Dark orange 
brown clay loam 

Quartz fragments found in transect – none 
worked 

11* Open depression Site of a water pool encountered on transect 10 Dark orange 
brown clay loam 

High disturbance of the area from grading 
activities and construction of banks for the 
water pool 

12* Gently undulating 
slopes 

Segment of the track running north-south into 
Daisybank from Swatchfield 

Orange brown 
clay loam 

Minor quantities of introduced gravels present 
along track 

13* Gently undulating 
slopes 

Within paddock along ridge crest for the 
proposed location of wind tower 24 

Unknown lack of 
soil exposure 

 

14* Gently undulating 
slopes 

Paddocks and forested area leading to and 
adjacent the proposed location of wind tower 22. 

Orange clay Very little exposure was present at base of 
trees 

15* Moderate- gently 
undulating slopes 

Transects along the crests, slopes and 
depressions in between wind towers 19, 20,22. 

Unknown lack of 
soil exposure 

 

16* Open depression Site of water pool encountered in transect 15 Orange brown 
clay 

High disturbance in the area from grading 
activities and construction of the banks of the 
water pool 

17* Open depression and 
simple slope – north 
facing 

Proposed location of wind tower 17 and adjacent 
areas 

Unknown – lack 
of soil exposure 
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A Low slope  Proposed cable route between revised Towers 
2 and 3. 

On track – 
compacted fine 
grey soils and 
gravel. 

Dense pasture grass. Track examined – 
introduced gravels. Quartz no evidence of 
working. 

B Crest Site of proposed Tower 2 Unknown – lack 
of soil exposure 

Dense pasture grass. Exposures of basalt. 

C High slope and crest Site of proposed Tower 1 Orange brown 
clay 

Dense pasture grass. Small eroded 
exposure. Some basalt exposures. 

D Low slope Cable route and site of proposed Tower 3 Unknown – lack 
of soil exposure 

Dense pasture grass. Some basalt 
exposures. 

E Mid slope Cable route and site of proposed Tower 9 Light orange 
brown clay 

Dense pasture grass. Small dam – exposed 
areas heavily disturbed by stock. Some 
basalt exposures - quantity of rocks had 
been collected into piles. Areas of track 
examined - introduced gravels. 

F Slope to crest Cable route and site of proposed Tower 8 Unknown – lack 
of soil exposure 

Dense pasture grass. Some basalt 
exposures - quantity of rocks had been 
collected into piles. 

18* Simple slopes - north 
facing 

Paddock at north of Daisybank covering in 
between the proposed location for the 
substation and towers 14,15,17. 

Unknown – lack 
of soil exposure 
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Table 5-2 Effective Coverage - Surveys Conducted by ERM (2005) and HSO 
Note: Transect 8 to 20 extract from - ERM 2005 / Transect A to F - results of HSO Survey 
 
Transect Landform Length

(m) 
Width

(m) 
Area 
(m²) 

Visibility Exposure Visible 
area 
(m²) 

Area available for 
detection 

(m²) 

% effective 
coverage 

8 Flat to very gentle simple slope – 
south facing slope 

596 
 

6 3576 2% 10% 71.52 7.2 0.2% 

9 Very gentle undulating slope 657 9 5913 10% 20% 591.3 118.3 2.0% 
10 Gently undulating slopes 2245 6 13470 <1% 30% <134.7 <40.4 <0.3% 
11 Open depression 34 6 204 90% 50% 183.6 91.8 45.0% 
12 Gently undulating slopes 440 5 2200 40% 20% 880 176.0 8.0% 
13 Gently undulating slopes 350 10 3500 0% 0% 0 0.0 0% 
14 Gently undulating slopes 555 35 19425 <1% 0% <194.25 0.0 0% 
15 Moderate- gently undulating slopes 947 0 0 0% 0% 0 0.0 *** 
16 Open depression 70 6 420 70% 40% 294 117.6 28.0% 
17 Open depression and simple slope 

– north facing 
185 0 0 0% 50% 0 0.0 *** 

18 Simple slopes - north facing 1109 6 6654 0% 0% 0 0.0 0% 
19  Open depression 96 6 576 50% 30% 288 86.4 15.0% 
20 crest 60 60 3600 0% 0% 0 0.0 0% 

          
A Low slope  990 4 3960 <1% 90% <39.6 <35.64 <0.9% 
B Crest 40 4 160 0% 0% 0 0 0 
C High slope and crest 40 4 160 <1% 90% <16.0 <14.4 <9% 
D Low slope 480 4 1920 0% 0% 0 0 0 
E Mid slope 550 4 2200 2% 90% 44 39.6 1.8% 
F Slope to crest 220 4 880 0% 0% 0 0 0 
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6 DISCUSSION  
 
 
The type of archaeological site most likely to be found would be either open artefact 
scatters or isolated finds. The location proposed for the Wind Farm has no obvious 
features that would set it aside as being a desirable area for repeated or consistent 
habitation. It is noted in Aboriginal Heritage Context (See Attachment 1 - ERM 2005 
12.18 -12.20) that there is debate about the extent of Aboriginal use of the area prior 
to European settlement largely due to the poor weather conditions and lack of 
suitable resources.   
 
A key factor in Aboriginal habitation is access to water. Brayshaw & Dallas supported 
Pearson (See Attachment 1 - ERM 2005 12.19) who through research found that 
camping sites were on average approximately 98 metres away from creek beds.  
This was supported by the surveys conducted by ERM 2005 where the preferred 
landscape for habitation was found to be on elevated ground overlooking drainage 
lines. It would appear that Black Springs 5 represents a transient episode.  
 
The proposed wind farm will be located on ridge crests and in areas highly exposed 
to the elements, areas not conducive to repeated or long term habitation. Therefore 
the probability of the significant sites in the area is unlikely. It is noted that the quarry 
at Mount Bathurst while on an exposed area is the result of the location of quality 
stone manufacturing material, chert.  
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7 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The management recommendations that stem from this study are based on the 
legislation designed to address the impact of development on sites of cultural 
significance.  
 
The following points are made: 
 

• No Aboriginal heritage sites were located during the supplementary survey of 
the subject area. The only site in the vicinity located in the ERM 2005 survey, 
Black Springs 5, will not be impacted on during the construction therefore a 
section 90 permit under the NPWS Act is not required; 

 
• It should be noted that dense pastures grass covered much of the area and 

there is a possibility that sites, particularly Aboriginal ones, could be 
obscured; 

 
• It is considered there are no impediments, with regard Indigenous or non-

Indigenous heritage, to the proposed Black Springs Wind Farm; however  
 

• If during the course of construction work Aboriginal cultural material is found 
work should cease immediately and the Department of Conservation and 
Pejar Local Aboriginal Land Council notified. Activity should only recommence 
when appropriate and approved management provisions are in place.  
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APPENDIX A ERM (2005) Black Springs 
Windfarm: Heritage Assessment. 



 


























