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28 June 2006  
 
Harper Somers O’Sullivan  Your Ref: 23219:SM:TL 
PO Box 428 
Hamilton NSW 2303 
 
Attn:  Stephen McCall 
 Environmental Planner 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

RE: PROPOSED BLACK SPRINGS WIND FARM 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 May 2006 regarding the above proposal.  The Department of 
Primary Industries has been formed by the merger of NSW Fisheries, Mineral Resources 
NSW, State Forests NSW and NSW Agriculture.  This is a response from the Divisions of 
Mineral Resources and Fisheries within the Department of Primary Industries.  There are no 
Agricultural issues.  Comments by Fisheries are included below.  
 
Minerals Comments 
 
The Department of Primary Minerals – Minerals Division objects to this proposal.  The Black 
Springs Wind Farm proposal is located on an active Exploration Licence (EL 5574) held by 
Straits Resources Pty Ltd who are actively exploring for copper and gold.   
 
The Ordovician aged Rockley Volcanics and associated intrusions on which the Wind Farm 
proposal is cited is highly prospective for the discovery of porphyry-related copper and gold 
mineralisation.  Other examples of this type of deposit in similarly aged rocks within New 
South Wales include Cadia, Ridgeway, Northparkes and Copper Hill.   
 
The proposed Black Springs Wind Farm is also located within a Section 117(2) notification 
(Direction No. 28 - Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979) issued to Oberon 
Council in December 2003 protecting the Rockley Volcanics as a potential copper-gold 
resource.  The location of the proposed Black Springs Wind Farm therefore has the potential 
to sterilise valuable mineral resources and impede an active exploration program within an 
existing Exploration Licence. 
 
Fisheries Comments 
 
Fundamentally all developments should aim to achieve no net impacts on receiving 
waterways.  The proposed site is located within the upper Macquarie catchment adjacent to 
the Campbells River.  Campbells River joins the Fish River to form the Macquarie River.  It is 
a waterway of High Conservation Value which means it contains several threatened species.  
Any landuse activity within or adjacent to a prescribed stream or drainage line has the 
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potential to impact on the aquatic environment of the Campbells River catchment.  It is NSW 
Department of Primary Industry (DPI) fisheries policy that consideration be given to the 
aquatic environment with planning and development of the proposal. 
 
Harper Somers and O’Sullivan should note the requirements of s.201 of the Fisheries 
Management Act 1994 regarding notification of NSW DPI and consideration of NSW DPI 
comments prior to commencing dredging or reclamation works in waterways.  The design 
and construction of access roads and tracks across all waterways should be undertaken in 
accordance with the NSW DPI publication Fairfull, S. and Witheridge, G. (2003) Why do Fish 
Need to Cross the Road? Fish Passage Requirements for Waterway Crossings. NSW 
Fisheries, Cronulla, 16 pp. 
 
NSW DPI should be consulted in the design phase of any waterway crossings to ensure that 
the works are designed and constructed in accordance with best management practice and 
with minimal impact on the aquatic environment within the immediate vicinity of the proposed 
works. 
 
Should you require further clarification on the above fishery issues, please contact Stephen 
Clipperton, Fisheries Conservation Manager on 02 6881 279 or 0427 107883.  Should you 
wish to discuss any Minerals issues, please contact the undersigned on 02 4931 6585. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Phillip Blevin 
 
Senior Geoscientist - Land Use  
Geological Survey of New South Wales  
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 




















