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9.0 VALUES OF THE SAPPHIRE DEVELOPMENT
The basis for management of the Sapphire Plan of Management is founded on a set of 
agreed values for the study area. These values are the qualities of the local environment 
that are significant, special or important, and that the community desires to protect or 
enhance. A value driven approach has been taken in preference to an issues based 
approach, since values will tend to remain fairly constant over time, whereas issue will 
inevitably continue to change and evolve. 

The following values have been identified through the community consultation process 
and in consideration if the requirements of relevant legislation and policies 

Environmental
•  The dune system is the primary protection of community assets against 

encroachment by the sea.  
•  The 7(a) Environmental Protection Zone has been identified by council as having 

local environmental significance and adds to the landscape and character of the 
Sapphire development site. 

Recreational 
•  The Campbells Beach foreshore is an important resource to the resorts guests and 

local community as it provides access to the beach and water activities. 
•  A highly valued feature of Campbells Beach (to which the foreshore provides 

access) is the opportunity for passive recreation such as flat walking, clean water, 
and surf. 

•  The sand dune provides recreational values to resort residents where gardens and 
lawns have encroached the foreshore. 

Visual / Scenic 
• The vegetation and landscape of the Campbells Beach foreshore contributes to the 

informal and natural character of Coffs Harbour. 
•  The rocky shoreline at both ends of Campbells Beach with associated natural 

vegetation
•  The views outward to the Bay from the beach and neighbouring houses 
•  Vegetated sand dune creating a visual buffer between the beach and to the resort 

and residential area. 
The vegetation within the environmental protection zone provides a visual buffer 

between the resort and neighbouring residential properties 

Tourism
•  The foreshore and environmental protection zone makes only a minor 

contribution to the tourism assets of the Coffs Harbour area because of its small 
size and limited parking though obviously provides resort guest a beach facility. 
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10.0 PROPOSED MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS

The Plan of Management identifies the principal land management issues. A set of 
management strategies and actions accompany each issue providing an ongoing 
framework for the management of the foreshore and environmental protection area. 
These management issues relate to the values of the above and are reflected in the 
Landscape Masterplan. Each action is given a priority for implementation. 

Values Features and characteristics that the developer finds important 
and  special 

Management Issue The issue that requires a detailed approach to future
management Strategy 

Strategy The broad management strategies required to address
management issues of concern. 

Action Specific actions that address the strategies 
Priority The relative implementation priority of each proposed action. 

High (H) Medium (M) Low (L) 
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Figure 11-Drawings typical rehabilitated sections and cross sections 

Figure 12-Landscape impression of hind dune area in relation to beach and development 
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Figure 15- Typical Cross-section of 7(a) Zone and proposed revegetation area 
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Management Issue Strategy Action Priority

10.1) Access to 
Campbells Beach

Improve public access to 
beach

1. Install access post and wire fences where necessary. 
2. Rehabilitate vegetation adjacent to access ways as required. 
3. Informal access tracks will not be permitted. 
4. Beach access ways and beach steps from the development will be monitored for 

erosion and stability and rehabilitated if required. 
5. Beach steps form development adjoining the foreshore must be stable and 

present no risk to users. They must comply with the standard as per Section 
4.7.6 of the Coastal Dune Management Manual (NSW Department of Land and 
Water Conservation 2001) Non-compliant steps will be removed. 

H
H
H

M

H

10.2) Access to Campbells 
Beach Dunal Area 

Inform users of private property 
boundary. 

1. Remove all garden beds and structures built into the reserve and reduce the 
mown area to within 4-6 metres of residential boundaries. (Over a 3 year 
period from the date of adoption of the Campbells Beach Foreshore Plan) 

2. In deciding the timing of the removal of garden plantings and garden edging 
during demolition of the present resort, consideration will be given to the social 
impact on adjoining residents. 

3. Install markers to identify boundaries between public and private land. The 
developer will undertake a survey of property boundaries to ensure accurate 
location of each marker. References to the boundary markers will be included 
in signage at each beach access point. 

H

H

M
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Management Issue Strategy Action Priority

10.3)Visual Amenity a. Protect and enhance the visual 
qualities of Campbells Beach 
Foreshore Area 

b. The dune revegetation program 
will give consideration to views 
from residential buildings. 

c. The 7(a) revegetation program will 
give consideration to views from 

     residential buildings and protect 
landscape character of the site 

1. Construct fences and timber walking surfaces. 
2. Rehabilitate adjacent vegetation where necessary. 
3. Undertake the vegetation management recommendation  
4. Tree planting will be implemented so as to retain view corridors from within 

the development adjoining houses and provide a continuous natural landscape 
appearance. 

H

H

M

M

10.4) Vegetation 
Management 

a.Restore the native coastal 
vegetation of the foreshore to 
enhance wildlife habitat, provide a 
visual buffer 
between the beach and residences, 
enhance dune stability and maintain 
view corridors from residences 
b.Restore the native vegetation of the 
7(A) to enhance wildlife habitat, 
provide a visual buffer 
between the development and 
neighboring residences, and return 
vegetation to natural state. 

1. Encourage the planting and regeneration of native indigenous species 
2. Remove all garden beds built into the areas over a 3-year period and reduce the 

mown area to within 4-6 metres of the residential boundaries. In deciding the 
timing of the removal of garden plantings and garden edging from the resort, 
consideration will be given to the social impact on adjoining residents. 

3. Permit no further planting of exotic species within the 7(a), beach and dunal 
area.

4. Where there is a substantial gap in tree cover or where trees are senescing, plant 
trees to enhance the landscape character of the area while maintaining view 
corridors from within the development and neighbouring houses 

H

M
H

M

10.5) Weed Management Restore the native vegetation of the 
7(A) to enhance wildlife habitat, 
provide a visual buffer 
between the development and 
neighboring residences, and return 
vegetation to natural state.  

1. Encourage the planting and regeneration of native indigenous species 
2. Remove exotic and weed species without disturbance (manual removal) 
3. Permit no further planting of exotic species within the 7(A) area. 
4. Where there is a substantial gap in tree cover or where trees are senescing, plant 
trees to enhance the landscape character of the area while maintaining view 
corridors from within the development and neighbouring houses 

H
H
H

H
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Management Issue Strategy Action Priority

10.6) Fire Management Manage the risk of fire within 
Campbells Beach Foreshore in 
accordance with the Rural Fires Act 
1997. 

1. Canopy species used within the revegetation areas shall be spaced to 
accommodate a 2m canopy separation to avoid a continuous fire path. 

2.  Local endemic fire-resistant and/or rainforest species should be used 
wherever possible.

H

H

10.7) Signage Improve on-site information about 
beach access. 

1. Install directional signage to the beach at entry to access ways at development 
beach entry point. 
2. At access points install signage to include map of area showing extent of 
foreshore and rehabilitation areas, walking track and property boundaries. 

L

M
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11.0 LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN

The Landscape Masterplan illustrated the proposed development, uses and management 
actions for the development. It was developed to reflect the developers expectations for the 
land while complying with Council and State Government policies and guidelines. 

The Landscape Masterplan presents spatially how the management actions proposed in the 
previous section are accommodated. 
While the Landscape Masterplan guides the development of the foreshore, further detailed 
construction documentation is supplied within the main development masterplan. 

12.0  Stormwater retention/ infiltration Systems 
A number of constraints were placed on the detention/infiltration system including: 

Minimum 10 m setback from the top of the dune to ensure the detention/infiltration 
basins are situated outside the immediate coastal hazard line and beyond the area affected 
by storm bite; 
Minimum 5 m setback from all dwellings; and 
Maximum batter slopes of 1 in 4 in general – which is subject to refinement in the 

landscaping detail. 
The description below shows the proposed development layout and the nominated location 
for the detention area. This area would have a storage capacity of 3,400m3 and therefore 
storage depth of between 0.6 and 0.7m would be required to contain the 2,000m3 of 
stormwater runoff. Allowing for 0.5m of freeboard from the top water level to the nominated 
floor level, the total basin depth would be in the order of 1.2m below floor level. This will 
require reshaping of the area to the west of the dune system, the final configuration of which 
would be determined during detail design. 

Utilising both design storm events and 45 years of recorded daily rainfall data, the initial 
hydrologic assessment has shown that the proposed stormwater treatment systems will be 
able to contain the additional stormwater run-off generated by the development. 
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Location of infiltration/detention areas. 
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NATIVE PLANTS RECOMMENDED 
FOR

SAPPHIRE DEVELOPMENT FORESHORE 
AND 7(A) ZONE 
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Species Relevant to 7(A) Environmental Protection Zone for Revegetation 

 red gum 
 brushbox
 bleeding heart 
 blackwood wattle 
 silver-leaved desmodium 
 hairy pittosporum 
 sweet pittosporum 
 dogwood
 beach acronychia 
 hairy psychotria 
Shrubs and groundcovers include:
 bungalow palms 
 celery wood 
 scentless rosewood 
 bolwarra
 three veined cryptocaria 
 cudgerie
 native ginger 
 bracken fern 
 gristle fern 
 maidenhair 
 false bracken 
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