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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of an historic assessment of Pelican Beach 
Resort which is located six kilometres north of Coffs Harbour between Korora 
and Sapphire. The site extends from the Pacific Highway east to the oceanfront 
on Campbells Beach (see Figure 1).

Figure 1. Location of Pelican Beach Resort
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2.0 TERMS OF REFERENCE
The study brief was to carry out historical research and undertake a non-
indigenous cultural heritage assessment of the site. 

A site visit was not included in the study brief. Photographs and site information 
was provided by the client. 
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3.0 THE STUDY AREA
Pelican Beach Resort which comprises a total area of 41503m2, is located on 
three lots:

Lot 100 DP 629555;
Lot 101 DP 629555; and
Lot 2 DP 800836.

The site can be divided into three distinct areas: beach (level land), central area 
(steep slope) and escarpment (flat land). The site presently includes a former 
restaurant building, a resort building and associated recreational facilities
associated with the resort.

3.1 Site Description

Pelican Beach Resort is located within a highly developed corridor of residential 
development, tourist facilities, public open space and reserve. It is located 
between two ridgelines, and much of the resort is tucked into a depression.  An 
area of remnant littoral rainforest zoned 7A Environment Protection Habitat and 
Catchment Zone is in the central area of the site.

No items on the property are listed under the NSW Heritage Act 1977 for state 
significance or by the Local Government and State Agencies for local heritage 
significance.

The site consists of the following items (see Figure 2):

 Resort Building
The existing development comprises a part three and part four storey resort 
building containing 114 hotel suites and conference facilities. 

The building was constructed in 1986 and is mainly located on the lower part of 
the site with the upper levels stepping up and excavated into the slope (see 
Cover Photo).

The building is concrete and of steel frame construction with a low pitched tile 
roof. Part of the building contains a glass covered atrium between the changes of 
level. The building has a distinctive ‘dog bone’ shape.

External steel framed balconies with curved steel roofs are located on the outside 
of the structure. Ocean views are available from many of the balconies.
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Figure 2. Items within the Study Area

 Recreational Facilities
The following recreational facilities are incorporated into the Resort:
Swimming pool;
Shaded children’s pool and playground;
Indoor gym, sauna and spa;
Tennis courts (3);
Volleyball court;
Mini golf; and
Games room.

 Former Restaurant (Seafood Mama’s)
This former restaurant building fronts the Pacific Highway in the north western
corner of the site. This building is also a concrete and steel frame construction 
with a gable on hip tile roof rising to a glass-sided feature along the crest of the 
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gable (see Figure 3). This structure was built in 1984.

Figure 3. Seafood Mama’s Restaurant Building
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4.0 HISTORY
Aboriginal people of the Gumbayngirr tribe were in the Coffs Harbour area when
cedar cutters arrived in the region in the 1840s. At Korora, James Small cut out 
the local supplies of cedar and pine, and as he had much softwood brush on his 
land, he decided to plant sugar cane. It is uncertain whether the Pelican Beach 
Resort land was ever under cane. Hermann Rieck purchased an 81 acre 
property which incorporated the present study area for eighty one pounds in 
1886.  Hermann Rieck introduced the Fiji variety of bananas into the area in the 
1870s and hence it is most likely that bananas were grown on his land (and 
hence the present study area). Riecks Point at the northern end of Campbells 
Beach is most likely named after Hermann Rieck and may have marked the 
northern extent of the 81 acre property. 

Gold was found west of the area in 1881 with the resulting gold rush ensuring the 
growth of many of the rural towns in the Coffs Harbour interior. 

In the early years, cedar, gold and agricultural products were the foundations of 
the area’s economy. Settlers found that bananas grew well and by the late 
1960s, the banana industry reached its peak when NSW produced 80% of 
Australia’s bananas. Bananas also brought to the Coffs Coast a substantial 
number of Indian migrants from Queensland who had originally come to Australia 
from the Punjab. These were the ancestors of Woolgoolba’s now substantial Sikh 
community.

It is most likely that the study area was used for farming until the 1970s. The
configuration of the lot originally purchased by Rieck changed through time as 
parts of the land were annexed for roads, water pipeline, sewer pipeline and 
easements including electricity and access. Former owners include John Boyle 
Hill (“Gentleman”), Norman John Hill, Edith Lucy Simpson, John Oswald Noble 
(“farmer”), Myrtle Phoebe Downton, Cyril John Lewis Fileman (“farmer”) and 
Cecil Mary Fileman.  In 1976 the northwestern portion abutting the Pacific
Highway was sold to Lawrence Alfred Josephs (Real Estate Agent) and Gladys 
Mary Josephs. In 1983 a portion of the study area was owned by George Murray 
Mitchell and Sonia Mitchell (joint tenants, Motel Proprietor). An undated aerial
shows what could be holiday huts or caravans on the southern, beachfront
section of the block where the swimming pool and tennis courts are currently 
located (see Figure 4). This aerial may relate to the period when the Mitchell’s 
owned a portion of the study area. Tourism had been important in the area from 
around 1884 when Bonville Reserve (now Sawtell) attracted tourists. As early as
Christmas 1912, some 300 holiday makers gathered at the reserve.

Aetna Properties Ltd and S.W. Woods Holdings purchased the Mitchell’s land in
1985 and the Pelican Beach Resort was constructed on the site in 1986. As 
noted above, the construction involved excavation of portions of the site to 
accommodate the buildings. Hence, relics which may have been present within 
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the footprint of this building and associated structures / items would have been 
removed and / or destroyed by the construction of the Resort. The resort was
designed by Wolski Lycenko and Brecknock Architects. This architectural firm is 
still practicing (2006) and designs for a wide range of buildings including houses, 
shops, apartment and office buildings, retirement homes and villages and
resorts.

The construction of the Pelican Beach Resort as well as other tourist complexes 
along the narrow coastal corridor firmly established the tourism industry in the 
area.

References:
England, G. 1976 The Coffs Harbour Story.
The Coffs Harbour Centenary 1861-1961, Coffs Harbour Advocate 1961.

Figure 4. Undated Aerial of Study Area




