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 Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer Place, Sydney   2000.  Phone:  (02) 9228 4426.  Fax:  (02) 9221 7029 
Promoting State resource management to achieve a stronger NSW economy and better public services 

EX GRATIA PAYMENTS 
 

 
Ministers have the authority to approve ex gratia payments subject to the guidelines 
detailed in this Circular. 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this Circular is to confirm that Ministers have the authority to approve ex gratia 
payments in accordance with the following guidelines. 
 
Ex gratia payments, also known as act of grace payments, may be made to persons who Ministers 
consider have suffered a financial or other detriment as a result of the workings of government.  This 
detriment must be of a nature which cannot be remedied or compensated through recourse to legal 
proceedings. 
 
In other words, payments which are made, either (a) to meet legal liabilities or (b) where legal advice 
is that the Government may be found liable to pay compensation, are not ex gratia in nature.  
Generally the Treasury Managed Fund will provide cover for legal liabilities that member agencies 
face and Ministers should ensure that all such claims are submitted to the Fund for consideration. 
 
For cases that relate to the provision of ex gratia legal assistance to Ministers, public officials and 
Crown employees, reference should be made to Premier’s Memorandum No 99-11. 
 
Ex gratia payments are entirely discretionary in nature and it is for Ministers to determine those cases 
in which payments will be made having regard to all the circumstances.  There are no formal or 
mandatory criteria for determining when such payments should be made.  Every case must be 
considered on its own facts and in its own context. 
 
When a Minister is deciding whether to make an ex gratia payment, a relevant consideration is 
whether that action would have potentially wider implications for agencies or the Government.  The 
manner of an ex gratia payment should ensure that no expectations, interests or rights are created 
beyond the individual case. 
 
The costs involved are to be met from existing budget allocations.  If a proposed payment would have 
a significant impact on an agency’s financial position, the written approval of the Treasurer must be 
obtained before any commitment to payment is made. 
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Ministers should ensure that the Crown is protected from further liability.  Arrangements should be 
made via a deed of release for the payee to waive the right to further compensation and/or damages as 
a condition of payment.  In exceptional cases where this does not occur payees should undertake in 
writing to repay the ex gratia payment from any award made under litigation.  Generally 
confidentiality clauses should also be included. 
 
This Treasury Circular is a direction issued under section 9(2) of the Public Finance and Audit 
Act, 1983. 
 
 
 
 
Ian Neale, 
Executive Director 
Resources and Crown Directorate 
 
Further Information: Andrew Waddington Tel: (02) 9228 3343 
 
NSW Treasury Internet: www. treasury.nsw.gov.au 
 
 


	PR_7854 RevA.pdf
	Appendix A - Air - wind freq.pdf
	Tam01_joint freq table.pdf
	Tam01_speed_stab_table_A_B.pdf
	Tam01_speed_stab_table_C_D.pdf
	Tam01_speed_stab_table_E_F.pdf





