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Marrickville Heritage Study Review 2001 
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HISTORY 
�The Poffle� was built for Leslie Duguid in 1836-7 as a private residence. In 1856 it became a 
school, renamed �Rugby�. In 1868 the building became an insane asylum accommodating 
about 40 people, and known as �Bayview House�, lending its name to a nearby street. From 
1946-1959 the building was renamed �Caxton House� and used as a YWCA hostel. In 1959 
Penfolds wines acquired the property and the house served as its administrative offices until the 
1990s. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE 
One of the earliest mansion developments in the Cooks River area, built during the early 
southern expansion from Sydney. Associated with Leslie Duguid, prominent Sydney merchant. 
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