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Friday, 18 July 2008  Our Ref:  AKB/05225B 
 
Director-General 
NSW Department of Planning 
22-33 Bridge Street 
SYDNEY NSW  2000 
 
Attention:  Mr Michael Woodland, Director, Urban Assessment 
 
 
Dear Mr Woodland, 
 
re: Concept Plan Approval (MP 06_0335) and Project Application Approval (MP 

06_0209) for the Wollongong Central Redevelopment 
 
 Section 75W Modification No. 1: Proposed modifications to the determination 

and to various conditions of each approval 
 

1. BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW 

We write with reference to our meeting with Izlem Bolyu of your Department on 3 June 2008 
in relation to the above Concept Plan and Project Approvals granted by the Minister on 28 
April 2008.  During our meeting with Izlem, we sought clarification on a number of conditions, 
and discussed a range of modifications which were desired to those conditions to ensure 
clarity, to reflect the staging of the development, and to correct certain misdescriptions in 
both the conditions and the determination itself.  We also discussed certain design changes 
which were being considered by the Proponent, in particular to the façade of the retained 
Wollongong Central building at the corner of Crown and Keira Street    
 
During these discussions, it became apparent that it would be necessary to lodge two 
separate applications under Section 75W to modify the approvals: 

Modification No. 1 Modify the determinations and conditions of the approvals, generally 
to correct minor misdescriptions; reflect the staged construction and 
occupation of the project; and ensure clarity in interpretation.   

Modification No. 2 Revised façade and other design changes 
 
The reason for separating the modifications into two applications is that a fast turnaround is 
required on the Modification No. 1 in order that work can start on the site in the near future.  
Relevantly, Modification No. 1 seeks to defer the timing of numerous matters that are 
currently required to be addressed before work commences on site (such as sign off on 
awning or façade details) to a later, and far more appropriate, stage of construction.   
 
This letter relates to Modification No. 1. 
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The Proponent, The GPT Group (“GPT”), now requests the Minister to modify both approvals 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 75W of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act, 1979 (“the Act”).   
 
BBC Consulting Planners has been requested by GPT to prepare the supporting letter for the 
Section 75W request.  There is no application form and therefore this letter, along with a 
payment of $1500 ($750 for each modification), forms the application.   
 
Relevant details of the proposed modification to the two approvals are provided below. 
 

2. CONSENT SOUGHT TO BE MODIFIED 

The two approvals sought to be modified are those granted by the Minister for Planning, as 
follows: 

• Concept Plan for Wollongong Central Redevelopment (MP 06_0335), approved 28 
May 2008; 

• Project Application for Wollongong Central Redevelopment (MP06_0209), approved 28 
April 2008. 

 
[Note: We believe that both applications were actually approved on 28 April 2008.  The 
Concept Plan approval appears to have been dated incorrectly (28 May 2008).  The error is 
addressed in this modification request]. 
 
A copy of the notices of determination for the Concept Plan and Project Application are 
provided at Attachments 1 and 2, respectively.  
 
The Wollongong Central Redevelopment comprises two sites – West Keira and Wollongong 
Central.  The proposal involves the erection on the West Keira site of a new six-level retail 
centre including a single-level basement car park, three levels of retail and two levels of 
above-ground parking, and the interconnection of this new centre via a tunnel and a bridge 
over/under Keira Street with Wollongong Central, which itself will be the subject of alterations 
and additions.  A residential tower and a commercial tower (and associated car parking 
levels) will be constructed at a later stage on the roof of the podium of the new building on 
West Keira. The entire major project is the subject of the concept plan application. However, 
all works other than the residential and commercial towers above the West Keira retail 
podium and their associated parking, are also the subject of the project application. 
 

3. PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS 

3.1 Nature of the Modification 

Modifications are proposed to both the Concept Plan and Project Application approvals.  All 
modifications relate to the wording of the approval, including the conditions and the 
determination itself.  There are no modified plans.  
 

3.2 Aim of the Modification 

The aim of the Section 75W application is to modify the determinations and conditions of the 
approvals, generally to correct minor misdescriptions; reflect the staged construction and 
occupation of the project; and ensure clarity in interpretation.   
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3.3 Modifications Sought 

Each modification sought to the Concept Plan and Project Application approvals is listed in 
the tables attached to this letter as Attachments 3 and 4, respectively. 
 

3.4 Justification for the Modifications Sought 

The explanation and justification for each modification sought is listed in the tables at 
Attachments 3 and 4. 
 

4. PRESCRIBED FORM 

There is no prescribed form for a modification application made under Section 75W of the 
Act.  We further understand that the Department of Planning has not prepared a form for 
application purposes. 
 

5. RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF SECTION 75W 

Section 75W of the Act, entitled ‘Modification of Minister’s approval’, includes the following 
relevant provisions: 

“(1)  In this section: 

Minister’s approval means an approval to carry out a project under this Part, 
and includes an approval of a concept plan. 

modification of approval means changing the terms of a Minister’s 
approval, including: 

(a)  revoking or varying a condition of the approval or imposing an additional 
condition of the approval, and 

(b)  changing the terms of any determination made by the Minister under 
Division 3 in connection with the approval.” 

 
Subsections 75W(2), (3) and (4) prescribe that: 

“(2)    The proponent may request the Minister to modify the Minister’s approval for 
a project. The Minister’s approval for a modification is not required if the 
project as modified will be consistent with the existing approval under this 
Part. 

(3)   The request for the Minister’s approval is to be lodged with the Director-
General. The Director-General may notify the proponent of environmental 
assessment requirements with respect to the proposed modification that the 
proponent must comply with before the matter will be considered by the 
Minister. 

(4)   The Minister may modify the approval (with or without conditions) or 
disapprove of the modification.” 

 
On behalf of the Proponent, we request that the Minister modifies the approval.  This request 
is lodged with the Director General.  We have not, to date, been advised of any 
environmental assessment requirements, and we anticipate that this will not be necessary. 
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6. ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

The proposed modifications are of a minor nature and, if it were to relate to a development 
application under Part 4, would be made under Section 96(1A) of the Act, because 
individually and collectively, the modifications are of minimal environmental impact, and 
relate to substantially the same development as the development for which the consent was 
originally granted.  Indeed, a number of the modifications could be dealt with under Section 
96(1) of the Act, relating to a ‘minor error or misdescription’. 
 
The proposed modifications are of minimal environmental impact and do not introduce any 
additional matters for consideration which were not assessed in the original applications.  
They do not alter the scope of the development for which consent is sought. 
 

7. SUMMARY 

The aim of the Section 75W application is to modify the determinations and conditions of the 
approvals, generally to correct minor misdescriptions; reflect the staged construction and 
occupation of the project; and ensure clarity in interpretation  
 
The proposed modifications will not result in any discernible change to the approved 
development and will result in minimal environmental impacts.   
 
The modifications do not alter the original findings made in relation to the two applications, 
regarding the reasonableness and appropriateness of the proposal.  
 
If any further details are required, or if further justification is required in support of the 
requested modification, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned on 9211 4099. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

BBC Consulting Planners, 

 
Alison Brown, 
Senior Planner. 
 



 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 

 
Concept Plan Approval (MP 06_0335) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 
Project Application Approval (MP 06_0209) 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 
Modifications Sought to Concept Plan Approval (MP 06_0335) 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 
Modifications Sought to Project Application Approval (MP 06_0209) 
 


