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RE. CALDERWOOD VALLEY – CONCEPT PLAN AMENDMENT (MOD 4) 

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT ON ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 
 
Aboriginal Heritage Assessment for Calderwood Valley – Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) 

Kelleher Nightingale Consulting (KNC) has undertaken an appraisal of Aboriginal cultural heritage for the 
proposed Calderwood Valley - Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) against previous investigations related to 
the Concept Plan approval (MP09_0082) and applicable Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 
guidelines. The results of the Aboriginal heritage assessment are outlined in this report. 
 
Summary 

An appraisal of Aboriginal cultural heritage identified in the Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) found that 
impacts to Aboriginal heritage were consistent with the original Concept Plan approval (MP09_0082). The 
development footprint is the same for the Concept Plan (MP09_0082) and proposed Concept Plan 
Amendment (Mod 4) resulting in the same level of impact on Aboriginal heritage. Prior to any impact to 
Aboriginal objects an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) will be required from OEH. 
 
Relevant OEH guidelines and requirements that apply to obtaining an AHIP include: 

Applying for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit: Guide for applicants (OEH 2011) 
Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010) 
Guide to investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 
The modification to the concept plan 

The staged development of lands at Calderwood, NSW, known as ‘Calderwood Valley’ development is 
currently being undertaken. The Concept Plan (MP09_0082) was approved by the Minister for Planning on 
8 December 2010 and granted consent for approximately 4,800 dwellings, approximately 50 hectares of 
mixed use land for retail, commercial and light industrial uses, open space, community facilities and the 
protection of ESL and internal roads. 

As the development progressed it was determined that an application for the modification to the concept 
plan was required to supply a range of housing types and sizes to meet market demand and address housing 
affordability pressures in the Illawarra region. The modification application (Mod 4) seeks to increase the 
project yield to 6,500 dwellings and increase retail floor space in the town centre to 25,000 square metres 
(Figure 1). The increase of dwellings would be focused on the town centre and residential zoned land so that 
there is no change to the urban footprint, nor the riparian or environmental reserves. 

A Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) request was lodged on 28 November 2017 
and the SEARs issued on 1 February 2018. The SEARs included a requirement that the modification must 
provide an appraisal of Aboriginal cultural heritage against previous investigations and applicable OEH 
guidelines. 
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Figure 1. Calderwood Valley Indicative Layout Plan – Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4)
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Aboriginal Heritage Assessment – Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) 

The proposed Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) and identified Aboriginal heritage constraints are shown 
on Figure 2. 
 
The Mod 4 Concept Plan will potentially impact 39 Aboriginal archaeological sites. The sites and associated 
development lands will require an AHIP prior to any impact to Aboriginal objects. An AHIP can be obtained 
by following the OEH guide: Applying for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit: Guide for applicants (2011). 
 
Beyond the AHIP process, the sites are not a hindrance to the proposed development of Calderwood Valley. 
 
Desktop Assessment 

The proposed development area has been assessed within a comprehensive Aboriginal heritage report: 

 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, 2010. Calderwood Urban Development Project. Aboriginal 
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment. Combined Desktop Assessment & Field 
Assessment Report. Report for Eco Logical Australia Pty Ltd on behalf of Delfin Lend Lease. 

 
The study area for the Calderwood Urban Development Project report encompassed the Mod 4 Concept 
Plan area.  
 
Aboriginal Community Consultation 

Assessments to date have included detailed consultation with relevant Aboriginal stakeholders. As part of 
the process to obtain an AHIP, further consultation will be required in accordance with OEH requirements: 
Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010. The required level of Aboriginal 
community consultation is consistent for both the existing Concept Plan approval (MP09_0082) and the 
proposed Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4). 
 
Database Search (AHIMS) 

A search of the OEH Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) was conducted on 
21 May 2018 to identify any registered Aboriginal sites within the Calderwood Valley area (Appendix A). The 
AHIMS database search was conducted within the following coordinates (GDA, Zone 56): 

Easting:  0290900 - 0295200 
Northing: 6170900 - 6175700 
Number of records on AHIMS database: 55 

The AHIMS search identified 39 Aboriginal archaeological sites within the boundaries of the Mod 4 Concept 
Plan area. The findings of the AHIMS search are consistent with the findings of the detailed Aboriginal 
heritage assessments. 
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Figure 2. Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) with registered Aboriginal heritage sites 
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Impacts on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Aboriginal heritage desktop assessment identified 39 archaeological sites within the Mod 4 Concept Plan 
area which may be impacted by the proposed works. The level of impact is consistent with the Concept Plan 
approval (MP09_0082). Any impacted Aboriginal archaeological sites will require an AHIP under section 90 
of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 prior to any impact. 
 
Consultation with OEH 

The impact on Aboriginal heritage from the proposed Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) was discussed with 
OEH (19/6/18). The consistency of the Aboriginal heritage impact between Mod 4 and the Concept Plan 
approval (MP09_0082) was discussed, based on the consistency of the project footprint. It was also 
discussed that the Mod 4 proposal would require adhering to OEH guidelines and obtaining AHIPs to enable 
any impacts to Aboriginal heritage objects resulting from the Calderwood development.  
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 

An appraisal of Aboriginal cultural heritage identified in the Concept Plan Amendment (Mod 4) found that 
impacts to Aboriginal heritage were consistent with the Concept Plan approval (MP09_0082). The 
development footprint is the same for the Concept Plan (MP09_0082) and proposed Concept Plan 
Amendment (Mod 4) resulting in the same level of impact on Aboriginal heritage.  Aboriginal heritage 
assessment identified 39 archaeological sites within the Mod 4 Concept Plan area (Figure 2). The potential 
harm to Aboriginal cultural heritage as the result of proposed Calderwood Valley - Concept Plan Amendment 
(Mod 4) is consistent with previous archaeological investigations. 
 
Impacted Aboriginal sites will require an AHIP prior to any impact. An AHIP can be obtained by following the 
relevant OEH guidelines and requirements, including: 

Applying for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit: Guide for applicants (OEH 2011) 
Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010) 
Guide to investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 
Beyond the AHIP process, the sites are not a hindrance to the proposed development of Calderwood Valley. 
 
If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 9232 
5373 or email Matthew.Kelleher@knconsult.com.au 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Matthew Kelleher 
Director/Archaeologist 
 

mailto:Matthew.Kelleher@knconsult.com.au
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Appendix A AHIMS Search Results 
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