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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Environmental Resources Management Australia Pty Ltd (ERM) has been 
engaged by Australian Ethanol Limited to prepare a preliminary 
environmental assessment for the construction and operation of three ethanol 
production facilities in Condobolin, Coleambally and Oaklands New South 
Wales (NSW). 

Figure 1 shows the regional locations of the three proposed facilities. 

The ethanol production facilities will be capable of processing a range of 
cereal grains (such as corn, wheat, barley and sorghum), which are grown in 
the Murrumbidgee Region of NSW, to produce up to 200 ML of ethanol 
products annually. 

A number of holding dams and effluent treatment and recycling areas will 
also be incorporated into each facility, while a portion of each site will be 
dedicated as forestry plantations to provide carbon sequestration for the 
facilities by-products. 

Australian Ethanol Limited seeks project approval for the development of an 
ethanol production facility and associated plantation at Coleambally, under 
Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 (EP&A Act).  
The facility will have a development cost exceeding $30 million and therefore 
the proposal will be determined by the Minister for Planning. 

This report is the preliminary environmental assessment for the Coleambally 
facility.  It has been prepared in order to gain the Director-General’s 
requirements under Clause 75(F) of the EP&A Act for the preparation of an 
environmental assessment report (EAR). 

The preliminary assessment report sets out the likely environmental issues 
associated with the project to facilitate the preparation of the Director-
General‘s requirements.  
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