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Archaeological Assessment. St Vincent’s Research & Biotechnology Precinct

4.7 The Potential Archaeological Resource

The preceding analysis and discussion has enabled the following conclusions to be reached
concerning the archaeological resource that is likely to be or might be contained within the
study area, Sites A-C. This potential resource may be summarised as follows:

Evidence of the pre-existing environment in terms of preserved micro-flora and the
impact and means of European clearance.

Possible efforts io manage environmental problems such as water run-off
Possible boundary lines and one or two small buildings of the 1840s

Extenslve structural evidence of mid and later nineteenth century domestic
residences, one at least with a basement level, and contemporary out-buildings.

Evidence of changes and additions to those buildings.

Evidence of services from the mid-nineteenth to twentieth century, with the potential
for wells and cess-pits

Evidence of yards
Evidence of Wethered Street
Evidence of domestic environments by means of yard and sub-floor deposits

Evidence of domestic life through artefact assemblages.

Generally it may be described as a large archaeological landscape of mid-later nineteenth
century domestic life with the potential for examining environmental conditions, personal life
and the built environment. The latter has particular interest because of the documentary
evidence of "block” ownership by few landlords. The integrity of this archaeclogical profile is
fikely to have been compromised by the impact of the demolition programme of the 1990s as
well as the introduction of services at the same time. The extent of this impact cannct be
precisely predicted from the available evidence; at this time the indications are for a largely
intact profile particularly in the centre and eastern portions of the site.
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SECTION 5.0

5.1 Evaluation Criferia

An assessment of significance provides the objective basis for developing policies and
management strategies for a site. The criteria used to assess significance are derived from
the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMQOS and are given legislative authority through the
Heritage Act of NSW 1977 (amended). The assessment is implemented through the
procedures described in the NSW Herifage Manual and Archaeological Assessment
Guidelines. There are five principal criteria that describe the possible nature of significance,
that is, why a place or relic is significant. These are as follows:

Historic Significance (evolution)

An item is important in the course of pattern of the cultural or natural history of the state or
local area. .

Associative Significance {association)

An item has a strong or special association with the life or works of a person or group that has
importance for the cultural or natural history of the state or local area.

Aesthetic Significance (scenic qualifies/creative accomplishment)

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of
creative or technical accomplishment for the state or local area.

Social Significance (contemporary community esteem)

An item has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in
NSW or the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.

Technicallresearch Significance {(archaeological, educational, research potential and
scientific values)

An item has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the
cultural or natural history of NSW or the local area.

Two criteria address the degree to which an item is significant. These are:
Rarity

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the cultural or natural history
of NSW or the local area.

Representativeness

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of places of
natural or cultural history that are of importance to the state or local area.
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To be assessed as having heritage significance an itern must meeti at least one of the seven
criteria and retain the integrity of its key attributes. ltems may also be assessed according to
the community to which they have the most relevance, local, state or national significance.

5.2 Assessment of Significance
5.2.1 Historic Significance

The study area encompasses land from two of the largest early nineteenth century estates in
east Sydney. While there is no evidence to suggest that any improvements were made to this
land, other than to be cleared, in this period the relationship of the two properties influenced
property boundaries until the demolition of the buildings on this site in the 1990s.

The subdivision and pattern of building is representative of mid-later nineteenth century
development in this part of Sydney. The relationship between the landlords and the working
class tenants is also representative of this period of speculative development in the booming
economy of the period.

522 Associative Significance

The site has no particular significant historical association with & person or group but that
dynamics of land ownership and leasing is particularly associated with the historical
development of this area.

5.2.3 Aesthetic Significance

The study area has no particular aesthetic values.

5.2.4 Social Significance

There is no identifiable social significance of the study area or its potential resoﬁrce
5.2.5 Technicallresearch Significance

The potential archaeoclogical resource of this site has the ability to address the historical
profile of this site examining issues that are unavailable through archival means such as
questions of culture and environment. it has the potential, through physical evidence, to
address historical bias in primary records. It also offers the first opportunity to examine
neighbourhood profiles in East Sydney to provide comparisons with comparable
neighbourhoods of central Sydney and Pyrmont, Ultimo. It is also the largest extant record of
the nineteenth century community now remaining on the site and the only one for which a
comprehensive record is feasible with the majority of the profile having been lost in the mid-
twentieth century.

5.2.6 Degree

Neither the evidence of the built or cultural environmentis within the study area is likely to he
particularly rare but it is representative of a community. What is more unusual is that the
archaeological resource is likely to span the full compass of European occupation of this
place and provide evidence of the site before it was developed for that purpose.
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SECTION 6.0

6.1 Statutory Issues
6.1.1 South Sydney Heritage Conservation Development Control Plan 1998

The principal provision from this planning instrument relevant to the study area is Section 3.7
that requires an archaeological assessment and, where necessary, application for a Section
140 Excavation Permit. This report fulfils that requirement.

6.1.2 The NSW Heritage Act 1977 (amended)

The principal legislative protection for archaeological relics in NSW is provided by the relics
provision of the NSW Heritage Act. A “relic” is an “item of environmental heritage” which is
defined by the Act as being “those places, buildings, works, relics, moveable objects and
precincts or State or Local Heritage Significance”. Further definition is given to “relics”, being
any deposit, object or material evidence that is relevant to the settlement of NSW which is of
non-indigenous settlement and which are fifty or more years old.

A relic or an archaeological site cannot be disturbed without an excavation permit. This permit
gives approval from the Heritage Council of NSW to an applicant for that disturbance within
specified parameters.

Application for the permit is made through the Heritage Office of NSW and may take between
four and eight weeks to process. The application must nominate an archaeologist who will be
responsible for the management of the relics. There is a small processing fee required for
each permit,

6.2 The Development Proposal and Impact Assessment

The proposal is to develop the site in stages for a research and bio-technology precinct. It will
comprise an eight-storey building with two basement levels. The excavation associated with
construction of the building, introduction of services and landscaping will remove any relics
remaining within the study area.

6.3 Mitigation: Archaeological Strategy and Objectives

The level of significance of the relics likely to be contained within the site is not sufficient to
warrant consideration of in-situ conservation of structures as a means of preserving evidence.
There are standing structures that provide permanent examples of the more substantial types
of buildings likely to be recorded here and the more ephemeral buildings are likely to be
identified by deposits that are impossibie to maintain, such as post holes.

The evidence of culture and environment in association with this built environment is the more
significant aspect of the resource and generally as difficult to conserve as ephemeral
sfructures. It is a more appropriate opfion to investigate, record and interpret the
archaeological evidence, transferring this data to stable and more accessible forms, plans,
sections, photographs etc as well interpreting it in light of the primary archival resource and
gvidence from comparable sites.
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SECTION 7.0

7.1 Books and Manuscripts (Primary and Secondary)

Cultural Resources Management

Len Fox

Christopher Keating

Edward West Marrictt (Ed)

Sir Dougtas Miller

John Q'Brien

Schwager Brooks and Associates

7.2 Land Records

Land Titles Office NSW

Land Titles Office

Sydney City Council

Sydney City Council

Sydney City Gouncil

Garvan __Institute of Medical research
Darlinghurst Svydney Redevelopment
Proposal Historical Analysis and
Archaeological Assessment. 1992,

Old Sydney Windmills
National Library of Australia. 1978.

Surry Hills the City's Backyard
Hale and lremonger. 1991

The Memoirs of Obed West A Portrait of

Eariy Sydney
Barcom Press. 1988.

Earlier Days A Story of St Vincent's Hospital

Sydney-
Angus and Robertson. 1969.

On Darlinghurst Hill
Angus and Robertson. 1952

Assessment of Cultural Heritage Victoria
Street Site, Darlinghurst

Garvan institute of Medical Research 1992.

Old Systems Book 1341 No. 653; Book 97
No. 255; Book 159 Neo 161; Book 698 No.10;
Bock 1322 No 543; Book 438 No 390; Book

Primary Application 13820. 3741, 29031,
5931

Street Cards 1908-1928

Records of Building and Development
Applications 1929 —

Rate Assessment Books 1848 -
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7.3 Maps and Plans

Peter Bemi

Edward Hallen

Edward Knapp

NSW Department of Lands

NSW Department of Lands

Surveyor General

Darling Point — Original Subdivision Showing
Sundry Grants 1837
ML M2 811.1811/1827/1

Map Showing the Vacant Land East of
Woolloomooloo 1828

SRO Map 87483

Plan of West's Grant and the New Gaol
SRO Map S809

Plan Showing Vacant Land Near Sydney
Gacl and Proposed Continuation of Victoria
Street 1849

SRO Map 5558

Plan of the Riley Estate 1844
SCC Archives CRS518

Original Lots at Poits Point and
Woolloomocloo 1829
ML M2 811.1811/1829/1

Position of Intended New Streets at
Darlinghurst 1842
ML M3 811.1811/1842/1

Plan Showing Situation of Allotments for
Sale at Darlinghurst 1841
ML M2 811.18112/1841/2

Metropolitan Detail Series Sydney
Section {1, 1885

ML M Ser 4 811.171

Resumption for Tramways at Burton Street
1902
Lands Depariment Plan R893-1603

Pian of Thomas West's Grant ¢.1828
SRO Surveyor General Sketch Books
Volume 1 Folio 6

Plan of Building Allotmenis at Junction of
Woest and Burton Streets Sydney (ND)
Sydney Subdivision Plans; Darlinghurst

ML SP D2/8

Dobson's Subdivision Part of the Barcom
Glen Estate 1855

Sydney Subdivision Plans: Darlinghurst
ML SP D2/143

Trigonometrical Survey of Sydney 1865
Sheet K1

Sydney Water Archives
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Council of the City of Sydney
City Building and Surveyors Department

Sydney Water

Sydney Water

Civic Survey 1948
City of Sydney Archives

The Glen Hotel Liverpool and West Streets
Darlinghurst Proposed Additional Closet for
Women. 1918

SCC Archives CRS 163/164/18

Proposed New Shopfront 429 Liverpool
Street Darlinghurst 1917
SCC Archives CRS 163/215/17

Plan of Alterations to Premises Liverpool
Street and Chaplin Street Darlinghurst 1920
SCC Archives CRS 163/219/20

Plan of Alterations o 12,14,16 & 18 Chaplin
Street Darlinghurst, 1911
SCC Archives CRS164/469/11

Alterations Proposed to 45 and 47 West
Street Darlinghurst 1912
SCC Plan CRS 164/681/12

Metropolitan Detail Series 1884
PWD 99/1544

Blackwattle Series Survey c. 1830
Plan BW 3816 INS

Survey of the Riley Estate 1845

_Citv of Sydney Archives CRS 518

Dobseon Subdivision Part of the Barcom Glen
Estate ¢. 1855
ML Subdivision Plans D2/143

Plan of Building Allotments at Junction of
West and Burton Streets Sydney
ML Subdivision Plang D2/8
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