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Craig Flemming 
02 6549 3775 
520.000 

 
 

22 July 2009 
Michelle Keo 
Environmental Scientist 
AECOM 
PO Box 726 
PYMBLE  NSW  2073 
 
 
Dear Ms Keo, 
 

Proposed Bayswater B Power Station Environmental Assessment 
 

Thank you or your letter dated 8 July 2009. Council understands that a Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment has been prepared and the Director General has issued 
requirements for the Environmental Assessment (DGRs). 
 
Muswellbrook Shire Council is keen to see the development of an Environmental 
Assessment which meets the Council’s and the Communities concerns over 
cumulative air quality impacts, the impact on Council roads and infrastructure, social 
impact associated with workforce needs both during construction and operation and 
impacts on native vegetation and habitat with reference to the principles of Ecological 
Sustainable Development. 
 
Ecologically Sustainable Development 
 
The Principles of Ecological Sustainable Development as set out in the Local 
Government Act, is of considerable interest to Muswellbrook Council where major 
projects are proposed. It is therefore requested that the EA address these principles 
specifically. While understanding the sustainable development of infrastructure of this 
kind needs to be assessed on a state wide and possibly national scale, Muswellbrook 
Council needs to be able to address these principles for local developments into the 
future. The EA should demonstrate how future local developments may be impacted 
with consideration to these principles at a local scale into the future. 
 
Public Consultation 
 
It is noted that the DGRs list Muswellbrook Shire Council and the local community as 
parties that must be consulted. Muswellbrook Shire Council would request a briefing 
of its Environment Committee during the Environmental Assessment preparation 
period prior to finalisation of the EA and further that the Committee be provided with 
sufficient documentation to make a timely assessment of the EA so that it may advise 
Council on any submissions Council may make during the public exhibition phase. 
 
It is requested that local community consultation also include public forums in the 
town of Muswellbrook and may also facilitate site tours etc. 
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Noise impacts 
 
It is noted that the DGRs lists noise as a consideration.  Council has concerns with 
the cumulative impact of rail noise through the town at night.  The delivery of coal to 
fuel the power station by rail will add to rail shunting and movement through the town. 
 
Statement of Commitments 
 
It is noted in the DGRs that a draft Statement of Commitments are to be provided. It is 
requested that this aspect of the EA be addressed early on so that Council may make 
any relevant comments. Council would appreciate the early opportunity to discuss or 
negotiate any planning agreements regarding the provision of planning benefits to the 
local community arising from the development. 
 
Roads and other Council Infrastructure 
 
Council holds concerns for its infrastructure including local roads and bridges. The 
deterioration of public roads should be assessed in the EA with consideration of the 
proposed route for all heavy vehicles and other construction and operating traffic.  
Haulage roads for road, concrete and other construction materials should be 
identified and the impact determined. 
 
Air Quality Impacts 
 
The community has long held concerns regarding air quality in the region. The 
combination of: 

 five operating coal mines  
 two above ground and two underground approved coal mines; 
 further proposed mining developments; 
 existing two coal fired power stations; 
 a visible haze blanketing the adjacent area on most days; and 
 noticeable dust deposition; 

has lead to perceptions of poor air quality in the region and specifically the township 
of Muswellbrook 
 
With reference to the DGRs in relation to Air Quality, Muswellbrook Council would 
seek to have the EA assess the health effects of the proposals emission on the 
community as an addition to the existing air quality conditions and in light of the 
potential for new mining areas to be developed over the coming decades. 
 
That the combination of any proposed emissions combined with the effects of coal 
mines air emissions and existing generating technology, be assessed for health 
impacts of the populations of Muswellbrook and Denman as well as other rural 
receptors.  
 
Ecological Impacts 
 
The development will clearly impact on the vegetation communities in the proposed 
and surrounding area. Muswellbrook Council draws the consultant’s attention to the 
Mine Rehabilitation Synoptic Plan and the newly established Great Eastern Ranges 
Initiative. Both of these considerations relate to the establishment and maintenance of 
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viable ecological community structures to facilitate migration of species and 
populations throughout rehabilitated mine land and along the Great Dividing Range. 
Therefore, Council requests that the EA address implication of the development on 
both of these considerations. The EA should also consider the impact on biodiversity 
of all species and not be limited to threatened or vulnerable species. 
 
Social Impacts 
 
It is noted in the Preliminary Environmental Assessment that the social impacts of the 
operation are likely to be minimal. Council hopes that these issues are further 
developed in the EA and that any conclusion of the lack of potential impacts is fully 
justified.  These impacts may be different during the construction and operation 
phases and both should be addressed. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide the above comments on the proposal, and 
Council looks forward to working with your office providing further input prior to 
finalisation of the EA document to accord with the DGR’s. 
 
You may wish to contact Mr Craig Flemming of Council on 6549 3775 at an early 
stage to discuss the timing of Council’s future Environment Committee meetings to 
establish a timetable for providing a briefing to that Committee. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Peter Jeuken 
Acting Director Environmental Services 
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