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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
This report details the methodology and results of a Preliminary Contamination Assessment 

undertaken by Douglas Partners Pty Ltd (DP) at the above site.  The investigation was 

commissioned by Hudson Square Pty Ltd on behalf of Develotek Property Group. 

 

The site is located within an established mixed residential and commercial area.  It is 

understood that the existing structures (two commercial buildings and a cement rendered 

residential unit block) will be demolished and that the site will form part of a mixed 

commercial and residential redevelopment.  It is further understood that the proposed 

development will include the excavation of one basement level.  The objectives of the 

current Preliminary Contamination Assessment were to assess the potential for the 

contamination of site based on past and present site usage, and to evaluate the likely 

nature of this contamination, if any.   

 

The scope of the current assessment comprised: 

• A site history review (based on historical aerial photograph records, historical title 

deeds, WorkCover records on NSW Dangerous Goods Database, Council records 

search, Council Section 149(2) certificates and a Groundwater Bore search; 

• A site walk-over inspection; and 

• Preparation of this Preliminary Contamination Assessment report. 

 

No intrusive sampling was undertaken as part of the current assessment. 

 

At the time of the investigation the site was occupied by three buildings all of which were 

occupied by Bursill Sportswear with the exception of the upper levels of the apartment 

building in the western portion, which was occupied by residential units.   The site was 

completely occupied by buildings and concrete paved.  No visual evidence of activities likely 

to have resulted in contamination of the site were noted, however there is a potential for 

asbestos to be present in the buildings. 

 

In overall terms, given the commercial nature of the site structures, the potential for 

contamination associated with the site is considered to be low to moderately low, although 



  

 

the previous commercial uses, particularly the Parker Pan factory may result in moderate 

contamination potential.  

 

In view of the age of the two large commercial buildings, it is likely that hazardous building 

materials, such as asbestos cement sheeting and lead based paints, may have been used 

in their construction and/or renovation/extension over the years.  It is therefore prudent that 

the demolition of the all existing structures should be undertaken properly such that there 

will be no cross contamination of the subsoils.  

 

Whilst filling materials could have been used in the site formation processes, it is envisaged 

that these will mainly be used to level the site.   It is also possible that debris from the 

demolition if the former buildings could have been retained in the filling placed over the site.  

The likely extent of filling is expected to be minimal, and mostly restricted to the surficial 

horizon. 

 

It should be noted that as no intrusive sampling was undertaken as part of the current 

assessment, no detailed comments can be made with regard to the actual levels of subsoil 

contamination.  

 

Based on the available information, the proposed development is considered to be 

generally compatible with the landuse of the area.  Intrusive investigation would be required 

to verify the actual degree and/or extent of contamination of the site.  Having said this, the 

current information suggests that contamination, if any, would most likely be localised and 

confined to the near surface, it is therefore considered that the site can be made suitable for 

the proposed development. 

 

As the proposed development involves the excavation of a basement level, bulk excavation 

and off-site disposal of soil would be required.  Any contaminated filling would, therefore, be 

removed as part of the proposed basement construction.  

 

Prior to the off-site disposal of any excavated material, an appropriate material classification 

assessment should be conducted by a qualified environmental consultant in accordance 

with NSW DECC’s (Department of Environment and Climate Change) Waste Classification 

Guidelines (2008). 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

This report details the methodology and results of a Preliminary Contamination Assessment 

undertaken by Douglas Partners Pty Ltd (DP) at the above site.  The investigation was 

commissioned by Hudson Square Pty Ltd on behalf of Develotek Property Group. 

 

The site is located within an established mixed residential and commercial area.  It is understood 

that the existing structures (two commercial buildings and a cement rendered residential unit 

block) will be demolished and that the site will form part of a mixed commercial and residential 

redevelopment.  It is further understood that the proposed development will include the 

excavation of one basement level.  The objectives of the current Preliminary Contamination 

Assessment were to assess the potential for the contamination of site based on past and 

present site usage, and to evaluate the likely nature of this contamination, if any.   

 

The scope of the current assessment comprised: 

• A site history review (based on historical aerial photograph records, historical title deeds, 

WorkCover records on NSW Dangerous Goods Database, Council records search, Council 

Section 149(2) certificates and a Groundwater Bore search; 

• A site walk-over inspection; and 

• Preparation of this Preliminary Contamination Assessment report. 



 
 Page 2 of 10 

 

Preliminary Contamination Assessment  Project 45784 
Corner of Cleveland, Abercrombie, Hart and Hudson Streets, Chippendale September 2008 

 

No intrusive sampling was undertaken as part of the current assessment. 

 

This report documents each of these tasks and provides comments on the potential for 

contamination of the subsurface soils and the related suitability of the site for the proposed 

mixed residential and commercial redevelopment. 

 

 

 

2. SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

2.1 Site Location 
 
The subject site is located on the corner of Cleveland, Abercrombie, Hudson and Hart Streets 

(known as 157-163 Cleveland Street, Redfern) and is currently occupied by two large brick 

commercial buildings and smaller cement rendered building facing Abercrombie Street.  Within 

the smaller building are residential units fronting Abercrombie, Hudson and Cleveland Streets.    

 

The site occupies an area of approximately 3348 m2 (0.335 ha) and comprises Lot 50 DP 

826153 (area 660 m2), Lot 11 DP 531788 (area 1227 m2) and Lot 1 DP 449699 (area 1461 m2).  

 

The surrounding site uses include: 

• North –  Cleveland Street and further commercial and residential properties. 

• East –  Hart Street, further commercial and residential properties and the railway line. 

• South –  Hudson Street and further commercial and residential properties. 

• West –  Abercrombie Street and further commercial and residential properties. 
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2.2 Site Condition  
 

A site inspection was conducted by DP on 9 September 2008.  At the time of the inspection, 

most of the site was occupied by three buildings as mentioned in Section 2.1.  Bursill Sportsgear 

occupied the entire ground level of the three buildings which were being used as a mixture of 

showrooms, storage/warehousing and offices (refer to Site Drawing and Photographs 1 - 4, 

Appendix A). The second and third levels of the building in the western portion of the site were 

occupied by residential units and associated car parking (refer to Photograph 2, Appendix A).  

The residential units were not accessible for inspection by DP.   

 

During the inspection, the current owner (Graham Bursill) informed DP that he has occupied the 

site since 1986 and before that; the site was occupied by the Parker Pen Factory.   He also 

informed DP the apartments in the western portion of the site were built in 1996 and comprised 

eight residential units with an internal car park area. 

 

The site was completely covered by buildings and the surface concrete paved.  The pavement 

appeared to be in reasonable condition and no stains were noted.   

 

No visual evidence of activities likely to have resulted in contamination of the site was noted, 

however there is a potential for asbestos to be present in the buildings, due to the age of the 

buildings (refer to Section 5). 

 

 

 

3. GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY AND HYDROGEOLOGY 
 

Reference to the Sydney 1:100 000 Series Geological Sheet indicates that the site is underlain 

by medium to fine ‘’marine’’ sand with podsols and shelly layers. 
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4. ACID SULPHATE SOILS 
 

A review of the Botany Acid Sulphate Soils Risk Map (Edition 2, DLWC, 1997) indicated that the 

site is located within an area of no known occurrences of acid sulphate soil materials.  The map 

indicates that ASS are not known or expected to occur in the area.  

 
 
 
5. SITE HISTORY 
 

A review of site history was conducted based on historical aerial photos, historical title deeds, a 

WorkCover NSW Dangerous Goods Database search, a Council records search, a review of 

Council Section 149(2) certificate and a Groundwater Bore search.  

 

 

5.1 Aerial Photographic Record 
 

Historical aerial photographs for the years 1930, 1951, 1961 and 1994 were obtained from the 

NSW Department of Lands Office.  The 2008 photograph was obtained from Google Earth. 

These photographs were studied in order to identify the likely past uses of the site, particularly 

those of a potentially contaminating nature.  The findings are summarised below and provided in 

Appendix B. 

 

1930 – The site appears to be occupied by commercial buildings.  However, due to the poor 

quality of the photograph, the detailed site conditions are difficult to ascertain.  The surrounding 

land use appears to be mixed commercial and residential with the railway line located to the 

south-east of the site.  

 

1951 - The site appears to be occupied by two large commercial buildings, with three smaller 

buildings in the north-western portion.  The surrounding land use appears unchanged from the 

1930 photograph.  

 

1961 - The site and surrounding area appear similar to the 1951 aerial photograph.  
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1994 – The site appears to be occupied by the same two large commercial buildings compared 

to the 1951 and 1961 aerial photographs.  However, there appears to be a number of small 

commercial buildings in the north-west portion of the site, although, it is difficult to ascertain the 

site conditions due to the poor quality of the photograph.  The surrounding area appears 

unchanged from the 1961 aerial photograph, apart from there being an increase in commercial 

development to the south.  

 

2008 (current layout) – The site appears to be occupied by the same two large commercial 

buildings compared to the 1994 aerial photograph.  However, a smaller building occupies the 

remainder of the north-west portion of the site.  The smaller building appears to comprise          

residential units (the balconies are visible) fronting Abercrombie and Cleveland Streets.  The 

layout of the residential unit block appears to be similar to the residential building observed on-

site during the inspection.    

 

Overall, the aerial photographs indicate the site has been occupied by commercial buildings 

from 1930 until present.   The residential unit block noted in the 2008 photograph was not 

observed in the 1994 photograph.  This is in agreement with the anecdotal information obtained 

from the site.   

 

 

5.2 Historical Title Deeds Search 
 

A historical title deeds search was undertaken for the site.  The following Table 1 summarises 

the reported title deed information and a full copy is given in Appendix C. 

 

Table 1 – Title Deed Records for the site 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
Title Deed Records for the whole site 

20.01.1915 Mary Ann Hudson (Widow) Residential 

16.05.1923 
Herbert Charles Hudson (Master Builder) 
James George Alexander (Engineer) 
Charles George Hudson (Works Manager) 

Residential / Commercial 

30.12.1926 Chippendale Estate Pty Ltd Residential / Commercial 
Title Deed Records for Lot 11 DP 531788 and Lot 1 DP 449699 

12.01.1987 Bursill Sportsgear Pty Limited Commercial 
08.12.1988 # Graham John Bursill Commercial 
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Title Deed Records for Lot 50 DP 826153 
28.11.1968 Dredge and Evans Pty Limited Commercial 
27.11.1970 Moorebank Hotels Pty Limited Commercial 
30.09.1971 Engineering Properties Pty Limited Commercial 
10.02.1972 Glenpams Pty Limited Commercial 
29.07.1975 Aboriginal Hostels Limited Commercial / Residential 
03.03.1982 Aboriginal Development Commission Commercial / Residential 
28.01.1987 Aboriginal Legal Service Ltd Commercial 
31.07.1987 Commissioner for Main Roads  Commercial 
22.06.1993 Samuel William Bursill Commercial 
 20.01.1995 # Graham John Bursill Commercial / Residential 
# Current Registered Proprietor 
 

The title deeds are generally consistent with the aerial photos, with the site title for the most part 

(post 1930s) being held by commercial owners.  Since 1968, the various parts of the site have 

been sold by Chippendale Estate Pty Ltd to various proprietors. 

 

Lot 11 DP 531788 and Lot 1 DP 449699 were owned by the current owner from 1987.  The 

remainder of the site (Lot 50 DP 826153) was owned by various commercial organisations 

before it was purchased by current owners (1995).  This is consistent with the information 

provided by the current owner during the site inspection (refer to Section 2.2).  However, it is 

unclear from the title deeds when the site was occupied by the Parker Pen Factory (refer to 

Section 2.2).   

 

 
 

5.3 WorkCover NSW Dangerous Goods Database 
 

A search of the NSW WorkCover dangerous goods database did not locate any records for the 

site, indicating that there were no registered dangerous goods storage depots at the subject site.  

WorkCover search documentation is attached in Appendix C.   
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5.4 Council Records 
 

The subject site is located within the City of Sydney Council.  The council of the City of Sydney 

informed DP, by telephone on 29th of August 2008, that the council does not hold any records for 

the site.    

 

 

 

5.5 Council 149(2) Certificates 
 
The Section 149(2) Planning Certificate was obtained from the City of Sydney Council and is 

dated 9 September 2008 (provided in Appendix C).  157-163 Cleveland Street, Redfern is zoned 

Business Zone – Mixed Use.  The subject site is not reported to be affected by matters arising 

under the Contaminated Land Management Act, 1997. 

 
 
 

5.6 Groundwater Bore Search 
 

A groundwater bore search of the Department of Water and Energy website database 

(previously held by the Department of Natural Resources) was conducted on 5 September 2008.  

Two groundwater bores were located within in a 2 km radius of the site.  There was a work 

summary available for only one of the bores (GW 105938 located approximately 750 m south of 

the site) and is provided in Appendix C.  The bore is noted to be used for domestic purposes. 

 

The drillers logs for the bore was not provided.  No information was given on the depth to 

groundwater.  Given the distance of the bores from the site, the sub surface information may not 

be relevant to the site.   
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6. POTENTIAL CONTAMINANTS 
 

Based on the available site information, the potential for contamination associated with the 

subject site is assessed to be low to moderately low, although some uncertainties / data gaps 

exist with regard to the commercial uses prior to occupation by Bursill Sportsgear.  Identified 

during the site history review and brief site inspection are: 

• Previous commercial activities.  Impacts may be related to the historical commercial use of 

the site.  The historical aerial photograph record shows that the site has been occupied by 

commercial buildings from at least 1930 until present.  The previous occupation of the site 

by Parker Pens is of some concern. 

• Use of contaminated filling to form/level the site.  Filling materials could have been used in 

the site formation processes.  It is envisaged that filling would have mainly been used to 

level the site. The likely extent of filling is expected to be minimal, and mostly restricted to 

the surficial horizon. 

• Building materials.  In view of the age of the two large commercial buildings, it is likely that 

hazardous building materials, such as asbestos cement sheeting and lead based paints, 

may have been used in their construction and/or renovation/extension over the years.  

Demolition of previous buildings may also result in the burial of asbestos waste beneath the 

site.  It is therefore prudent that the demolition of the all existing structures should be 

undertaken properly such that there will be no cross contamination of the subsoils.  

 

 
 
7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

At the time of the investigation the site was occupied by three buildings all of which were 

occupied by Bursill Sportswear with the exception of the upper levels of the apartment building 

in the western portion, which was occupied by residential units.   The site was completely 

occupied by buildings and concrete paved.  No visual evidence of activities likely to have 

resulted in contamination of the site were noted, however there is a potential for asbestos to be 

present in the buildings. 
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In overall terms, given the commercial nature of the site structures, the potential for 

contamination associated with the site is considered to be low to moderately low, although the 

previous commercial uses, particularly the Parker Pan factory may result in moderate 

contamination potential.  

 

In view of the age of the two large commercial buildings, it is likely that hazardous building 

materials, such as asbestos cement sheeting and lead based paints, may have been used in 

their construction and/or renovation/extension over the years.  It is therefore prudent that the 

demolition of the all existing structures should be undertaken properly such that there will be no 

cross contamination of the subsoils.  

 

Whilst filling materials could have been used in the site formation processes, it is envisaged that 

these will mainly be used to level the site.   It is also possible that debris from the demolition if 

the former buildings could have been retained in the filling placed over the site.  The likely extent 

of filling is expected to be minimal, and mostly restricted to the surficial horizon. 

 

It should be noted that as no intrusive sampling was undertaken as part of the current 

assessment, no detailed comments can be made with regard to the actual levels of subsoil 

contamination.  

 

Based on the available information, the proposed development is considered to be generally 

compatible with the landuse of the area.  Intrusive investigation would be required to verify the 

actual degree and/or extent of contamination of the site.  Having said this, the current 

information suggests that contamination, if any, would most likely be localised and confined to 

the near surface, it is therefore considered that the site can be made suitable for the proposed 

development. 

 

As the proposed development involves the excavation of a basement level, bulk excavation and 

off-site disposal of soil would be required.  Any contaminated filling would, therefore, be 

removed as part of the proposed basement construction.  

 

Prior to the off-site disposal of any excavated material, an appropriate material classification 

assessment should be conducted by a qualified environmental consultant in accordance with 
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PHOTO 1:  Within Bursill Sportsgear warehousing area.  

 
PHOTO 2: Residential Units along Hudson Street.  Metal grates on building identify the car park area.
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PHOTO 3:  Site looking toward the north-east (along Hudson Street) 

 
PHOTO 4: Site looking toward the north (corner of Hudson and Hart Streets) 

 
PRELIMINARY CONTAMINATION 

ASSESSMENT 
CORNER OF CLEVELAND, ABERCROMBIE, 

HART AND HUDSON STREETS 
REDFERN 

PROJECT 
45784 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APPENDIX B 
Aerial Photographs 

 
 
 



 

 
PHOTO 1: 1930 Aerial Photograph 

 
PHOTO 2: 1951 Aerial photograph 
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PHOTO 3: 1961 Aerial Photograph 

 
PHOTO 4: 1994 aerial photograph 
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PHOTOS 5 AND 6:  2008 Aerial Photograph 
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