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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
This report details the methodology and results of a Stage 1 Contamination Assessment 

undertaken by Douglas Partners Pty Ltd (DP) for the proposed redevelopment of the 

Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre located at 34 Victoria Road, Marrickville (refer to 

Drawing 1, Appendix A).  The land at 13-55 Edinburgh Road which is located to the south of 

Smidmore Street is also included in the proposed development, and is bounded by 

Edinburgh Road and Murray Street.  This site is currently used as a warehouse with 

associated ground level car parking. 

 

This report forms part of a Preferred Project Report (PPR) prepared on behalf of AMP 

Capital Investors (AMPCI) in respect to the Concept Plan Application under Part 3A of the 

NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for the proposed redevelopment of 

the Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre.  This report has been prepared in response to the 

letter from the Department of Planning (DOP) dated 14 October 2010 requesting that a 

Preferred Project Report (PPR) be prepared.  The letter requests that the proponent respond 

to the issues raised by the submissions and for the PPR to identify how the issues raised by 

the submissions including those of the DOP have been addressed and how the PPR 

minimises the environmental impacts of the proposal.   

 

AMPCI proposes to upgrade and expand Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre to 

accommodate additional retail floor space, improved facilities and services, as well as 

enhance convenience and accessibility for the community. 

 

DP previously conducted a tank pit validation assessment at 13-55 Edinburgh Road 

(previously identified as 2-28 Smidmore Street). The findings of the validation were 

presented in a report entitled Report on Tank Pit Validation, 2-28 Smidmore Street, 

Marrickville, report reference 24254, dated 3 February 1997.  The findings of this 

assessment are summarised in Section 5.6 of this report. 

 

A Conservation Management Plan for the ‘Mill House’ at 34 Victoria Road, Marrickville 

prepared by Graham Brooks & Associates in July 2007 was provided by the client for review.  

The plan provided historical information presented in Section 6.4.  

 



 

   

 

The objective of this Stage 1 assessment is to provide preliminary information on the 

potential for soil and/or groundwater contamination as a result of past and current site 

activities and, where applicable, to identify the contaminants of concern. 

 
The scope of work for the current assessment comprised a site walkover inspection, review 

of site history and groundwater bore search.   

 

A review of historical information indicates that the northern portion of the section was a 

tanning factory in the late 1800s and subsequently re-established for wool manufacture 

(wool scour) before the shopping centre was constructed in late 1980s.  The southern 

portion of the site has been used for a variety of commercial / industrial purposes since the 

early 1930s. 

 

A review of the Council’s development application records and site walkover reveals that 

some potentially contaminating industries are operating at the site, including the auto repair 

service provided by Kmart Oil in the eastern portion of the site and the dry cleaner located 

near to the Smidmore Street entrance.  A film and film processing outlet also previously 

operated at the shopping centre and, therefore, solvents and other chemicals might have 

been stored at the site.  

 

Based on findings from a previous DP validation assessment, it is known that there were 

three USTs present at the southern portion of the site.  A disused fuel point was noted on 

the footpath of Murray Street during site inspection which indicates that a fourth UST may be 

present in the eastern portion of the warehouse.  An electricity sub-station was also noted at 

the corner of Smidmore Street and Murray Street which was constructed in 2006.  This part 

of the site was previously owned by Energy Australia and, therefore, it may have been used 

as electricity sub-station site prior to 2006.  Residual PCBs may potentially present in this 

part of the site.   

 

The main sources of potential contamination at the site are likely to be associated with the 

former and current contaminating activities identified in this assessment.  In particular, the 

presence of the dry cleaners, the disused fuel point located in the footpath of Murray Street 

and the auto and tyre repair in the eastern portion of the shopping centre complex and the 

tannery and wool scouring in the northern portion.  



 

   

 

 

It is recommended that an intrusive investigation be carried out to verify the status of the site 

with respect to contamination.  Acid sulphate soil testing should also be included as part of 

the investigation.  Furthermore, groundwater monitoring wells should be installed across the 

site to obtain an understanding of the hydrogeological conditions and groundwater quality at 

the site which has the potential to have been impacted by the current and former uses of the 

site.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

This report details the methodology and results of a Stage 1 Contamination Assessment 

undertaken by Douglas Partners Pty Ltd (DP) for the proposed redevelopment of the 

Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre located at 34 Victoria Road, Marrickville (refer to 

Drawing 1, Appendix A).  The land at 13-55 Edinburgh Road which is located to the south of 

Smidmore Street is also included in the proposed development, and is bounded by 

Edinburgh Road and Murray Street.  This site is currently used as a warehouse with 

associated ground level car parking. 

 

This report forms part of a Preferred Project Report (PPR) prepared on behalf of AMP 

Capital Investors (AMPCI) in respect to the Concept Plan Application under Part 3A of the 

NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for the proposed redevelopment of 

the Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre.  This report has been prepared in response to the 

letter from the Department of Planning (DOP) dated 14 October 2010 requesting that a 

Preferred Project Report (PPR) be prepared.  The letter requests that the proponent 

respond to the issues raised by the submissions and for the PPR to identify how the issues 

raised by the submissions including those of the DOP have been addressed and how the 

PPR minimises the environmental impacts of the proposal.   
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AMPCI proposes to upgrade and expand Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre to 

accommodate additional retail floor space, improved facilities and services, as well as 

enhance convenience and accessibility for the community. 

 

DP previously conducted a tank pit validation assessment at 13-55 Edinburgh Road 

(previously identified as 2-28 Smidmore Street). The findings of the validation were 

presented in a report entitled Report on Tank Pit Validation, 2-28 Smidmore Street, 

Marrickville, report reference 24254, dated 3 February 1997.  The findings of this 

assessment are summarised in Section 5.6 of this report. 

 

A Conservation Management Plan for the ‘Mill House’ at 34 Victoria Road, Marrickville 

prepared by Graham Brooks & Associates in July 2007 was provided by the client for review.  

The plan provided historical information presented in Section 6.4.  

 

The objective of this Stage 1 assessment is to provide preliminary information on the 

potential for soil and/or groundwater contamination as a result of past and current site 

activities and, where applicable, to identify the contaminants of concern. 

 

 

 

2. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 

The proposed development of the Marrickville Metro has two key elements: 

• An extension of retail floor area at first floor level above the existing shopping centre 

building with further additional roof top parking above; and 

• Redevelopment of the existing industrial land south of Smidmore Street (13-55 

Edinburgh Road) to create a two level retail addition to the shopping centre with car 

parking above.  

 

The additional retail floor area will primarily accommodate a discount department store, 

supermarket, mini major and specialty retail space.  The development will incorporate 

additional car parking as well as improved vehicle access and loading facilities.    
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The proposal will create a new activated Smidmore Street and will be complimentary to an 

enhanced public space fronting Victoria Road.  The proposal will include works to the public 

domain in order to improve the pedestrian, cycling and public transport connections to and 

from the site and enhance pedestrian and patron safety.  

 

Owing to the scale of the project and the need to undertake the development whilst 

maintaining a safe and functional retail centre, it is proposed that construction will occur over 

at least two discrete stages.  

 

Stage 1 will involve the redevelopment of the industrial site at 13-55 Edinburgh Road to 

accommodate the new two level retail centre including car parking above.  This work will 

also incorporate the refurbishment of the existing shopping centre building fronting the 

northern side of Smidmore Street.  

 

Stage 2 will involve the first floor level retail extension over the existing shopping centre 

building with the proposed additional car parking at roof top level.    

 

 

 

3. SCOPE OF WORKS 
 
The scope of works for the Stage 1 Contamination Assessment is as follows: 

• Search the current and historic titles and deposited plans to identify previous owners that 

may indicate a potentially contaminating activity; 

• Search the historic aerial photographs to identify land uses and changes in the land that 

may indicate potential for contamination; 

• Search the contaminated land register for Notices issued under the Contaminated Land 

Management Act 1997 (CLM Act); 

• Search WorkCover database records for any dangerous goods licence or other 

approvals that may indicate contaminating activities; 

• Search of the licensed groundwater bore database to aid in the assessment of 

groundwater quality and potential receptors;  
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• Review of topographical and geological maps of the region;  

• Review of any previous reports and historical information readily available for the site 

including A Conservation Management Plan for the ‘Mill House’ at 34 Victoria Road, 

Marrickville prepared by Graham Brooks & Associates, July 2007; 

• Review of Section 149 Parts 2 and 5 Planning Certificates and historic development 

application records at the site provided by Marrickville council under the Freedom of 

Information Act; 

• Assess the potential for site contamination and formulate a scope for the intrusive 

investigations as part of the Stage 2 Contamination Assessment; and 

• Preparation of a Stage 1 Contamination Assessment report. 

 

 

4. SITE DESCRIPTION 

 
The site comprises the Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre, situated north of Smidmore 

Street, and industrial buildings to the south of Smidmore Street.  The site is identified as 

Lot 100 in Deposited Plan 715231, Lot 1 in Deposited Plan 612551 and Lot 1 in Deposited 

Plan 316613.  The Lot layout is shown Appendix C and a photographic plan of the site is 

shown in Drawing 1, Appendix A. 

 

The shopping centre is located within an established residential and industrial precinct 

surrounded by small lot residential housing to the north and west, and predominantly 

industrial land comprising larger allotments and larger building scales to the south and east. 

 

The existing shopping centre fronts Victoria Road to the north, Murray Street to the east and 

Smidmore Street to the south and is adjoined by single storey residential dwellings to the 

west.  The shopping centre is predominantly a single level retail building which covers an 

area of approximately 22,000 m2 and comprises major tenants Kmart, Woolworths and Aldi 

as well as a range of speciality stores.  Car parking is located at roof top level with existing 

vehicle ramp access via Smidmore Street and Murray Street.  The shopping centre, initially 

constructed in the late 1980s, has undergone a series of refurbishments.  Located on the 

site adjoining the shopping centre is the “Mill House”, which is a listed heritage item.  In 

addition, the “Old Vickers Mill” façade is located around parts of the perimeter of the site.  
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The shopping centre building is of 1980s style with loading docks on the northern, eastern 

and western sides of the building.  The centre management office is located in the historical 

building, the Mill House, located to the north of the shopping complex.  A dry cleaning shop 

is located adjacent to the Smidmore Street entrance.  A detailed inspection could not be 

carried out at the time of inspection but it appears that the internal drainage is located in the 

western side of the shop.  

 

An electricity sub-station is located at the south-eastern corner of the shopping centre.  An 

oil/water separator is located to the south of the Mill House which is used by Kmart Oil.  

Kmart Oil is currently trading as an auto and tyre repair facility.  Grease traps were also 

noted at the loading docks.   

 

The southern portion of the site comprises two warehouse buildings, currently occupied by a 

food packaging warehouse.  The products stored at the site include disposable plates, 

cutlery, cups, etc.  The main parking area is located to the west of the buildings.  The 

surface cover consists of concrete paving and concrete building slabs with landscaping 

around the site boundary.  The paving appears to be in a good condition at the time of the 

site visit. 

 

An old underground storage tank (UST) fill point was noted on the footpath of Murray Street.  

The fill point was filled with concrete and it appears that the fuel point was connected to an 

UST located inside the warehouse.  There were no signs of the presence of a UST located 

inside the warehouse.  The tank is likely to be decommissioned and either buried beneath 

the existing concrete floor or has been removed off site. 

 

It is understood that a culvert is located beneath the warehouse building which extends to 

the Cooks River.  The culvert runs in a diagonal direction from the north-eastern to the 

south-western corners of the site.  
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5. REGIONAL GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY AND HYDROGEOLOGY 
 
The Geological Map of Sydney (Scale 1:100,000) published by the Department of Mineral 

Resources indicates that the residual soils within the site are underlain by Triassic Age 

Shale of the Wianamatta Group, comprising black to dark grey shale and laminite. The 

south-western portion of the site may be underlain by Quaternary Age alluvial and estuarine 

sediments. 

 

The Soil Landscape Map of Sydney (Scale 1:100,000) prepared by the Soil Conservation 

Service of NSW indicates that the site is predominantly located within the Blacktown 

landscape area which typically consists of highly plastic and relatively impermeable residual 

soils. The map also suggests that the south-western portion of the site may be underlain by 

deep podzolic alluvial soils. 

 

DP has undertaken a number of geotechnical investigations in the vicinity of the site in the 

past. The findings have generally confirmed the mapping information discussed above, with 

typically clayey soils overlying weak shale bedrock at depths of around 4 m below existing 

ground level. The investigations have also revealed various filling types to depths of 

between 1 m and 1.5 m.  Measured water levels in a number of the bores ranged between 1 

m and 3.5 m below ground level.  One project site, located to the south of the subject site, 

reported alluvial clays to 6 - 7 m, with shale bedrock at about 8 m depth.  

 

Based on the geological sequence encountered during the validation excavation works 

previously undertaken by DP in 1997, the southern portion of the site is underlain by residual 

clay over weathered shale. 

 

The section south of Smidmore Street slopes gently down to the south and it appears that 

the level of the site may have been achieved by minor filling across the southern end of the 

site. 

 

Observation of the local topography suggests that groundwater in the immediate vicinity of 

the site would be expected to flow in a south-easterly direction towards Alexandra Canal 

(Sheas Creek), which drains into the Cooks River and Botany Bay.  It is noted that there are 

two current EPA (DECC) CLM Act Notices issued for the Alexandra Canal.  
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6. ACID SULPHATE SOILS 
 
A review of the Botany Bay Acid Sulphate Soils Risk Map (Edition 2, DLWC, 1997) indicated 

that the southern portion of the site is located in an area of ‘disturbed terrain’.  Disturbed 

terrain may include filled areas, which often occur during reclamation of low lying swamps 

for urban development and soil investigations are required to assess these areas for acid 

sulphate potential.  Therefore, there is low potential for Acid Sulphate Soils (ASS) to be 

present on site. 

 

 

 

7. SITE HISTORY 
 
 

7.1 Site History 
 

A site historical information review was conducted, comprising a title deeds search, a review 

of historical aerial photographs, a review of the Contaminated Land Register for Notices 

issued under the CLM Act, WorkCover Dangerous Goods records and Council records 

(including Section 149 (2 & 5) Planning Certificates and historical development application 

records) as well as a groundwater bore search of the Department of Water and Energy 

(DWE; functions now split between NSW Office of Water and Department of Environment, 

Climate Change and Water [DECCW]) database.  The full site history search information 

referenced in the following sub-sections is presented in Appendix C. 

 

 

7.2 Title Deeds 
 

A historical title deeds search was performed to obtain ownership or occupancy information 

on the property, including company names and the occupations of individuals.  The title 

information, particularly through company names, can assist in the identification of previous 

land uses and can therefore assist in establishing whether there were potentially 

contaminating activities occurring at the site. In regards to the northern section of the site at 

34 Victoria Road, Marrickville, Lot 100 in Deposited Plan 715231 has been divided in two 

sections, marked (A) & (B) on the attached cadastre (see Appendix C). In regards to the 
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southern section of the site at 13-55 Edinburgh Road, Lot 1 in Deposited Plan 612551 has 

been divided into 23 sections, marked 1-23 on the attached cadastre.  The title deed search 

results are summarised in Tables 1 - 30. In establishing the possible use of the site, 

information has also been drawn from other sources such as aerial photographs. 

 

7.2.1 Title Deeds for 34 Victoria Road, Marrickville 
 

 

Table 1 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 100, DP 715231, part (A)  

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
01.06.1911 
(1911 to 1914) William Edward Thomas Evitt (Tram Driver) Residential 
19.06.1914 
(1914 to 1942) George Mott (Hotel Keeper) Residential 
21.10.1942  
(1942 to 1942) Edgar Harold Donnelley (Builder) Residential 
21.10.1942 
(1942 to 1984) John Vicars & Co Pty Ltd Wool Manufacture - Scouring 
02.07.1984 
(1984 to 1986) G.J. Coles & Coy Limited Commercial/Shopping Centre 

 

 

Table 2 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 100, DP 715231, part (B) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
10.08.1915 
(1915 to 1982) John Vicars & Co Pty Ltd Wool Manufacture - Scouring 
31.08.1982 
(1982 to 1986) G.J. Coles & Coy Limited Commercial/Shopping Centre 
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Table 3 - Historical Title Deed Record for the stratum lot situated above Lot 1, DP 
635310 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
01.10.1912 
(1912 to 1914) 

Henry Massey Makinson (Solicitor) 
William Patrick Plunkett (Solicitor) Residential 

23.07.1914  
(1914 to 1974) William Patrick Plunkett (Solicitor) Residential 
13.12.1974 
(1974 to 1985) Council of the Municipality of Marrickville Commercial/Council – 

possible Council work depot? 
22.04.1985 
(1985 to 1986) G.J. Coles & Coy Limited Commercial/Shopping Centre 

 

Table 4 - Historical Title Deed Record for the whole of Lot 100, DP 715231  

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
30.09.1986 
(1986 to 1997) 

Pedome Pty Ltd  
(Now Tolbano Pty Ltd) 

Commercial/Shopping 
Centre 

19.03.1997 
(1997 to 2004) DeVillesta Pty Ltd Commercial/Shopping 

Centre 

20.10.2004 
(2004 to date) 

# AMP Marrickville Pty Ltd 
(# Now Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre Pty 
Ltd) 

Commercial/Shopping 
Centre 

# Current Registered Proprietor 
 

Table 5 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 635310 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
01.10.1912 
(1912 to 1914) 

Henry Massey Makinson (Solicitor) 
William Patrick Plunkett (Solicitor) Residential 

23.07.1914  
(1914 to 1974) William Patrick Plunkett (Solicitor) Residential 
13.12.1974 
(1974 to date) # Council of the Municipality of Marrickville Commercial/Council 

# Current Registered Proprietor 
  

Table 6 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 316613 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
10.08.1915 
(1915 to 1927) John Vicars & Co Pty Ltd Wool Manufacture - 

Scouring 

28.01.1927 
(1927 to 2004) 

The Municipal Council of Sydney 
(Then Sydney County Council) 
(Now Energy Australia) Substation 

29.10.2004 
(2004 to 2005) Garry Williams Substation 
24.11.2005 
(2005 to date) # Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre Pty Ltd Substation 

# Current Registered Proprietor 
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Based on the title deeds, it appears that most of the northern section of the site had 

residential use prior to 1942 when it was purchased by John Vicars & Co, Wool 

Manufacturers. This section of the site was owned by G J Coles & Coy Limited in the period 

between 1984 and 1986. Subsequently it was owned by Pedome Pty Ltd (1986-1997) and 

DeVillesta Pty Ltd (1997-2004). AMP Marrickville Pty Ltd purchased the site in 2004.  

 

The south-western corner of the site was owned by the wool manufacturing company prior to 

1927 when it became sub-station and property of The Municipal Council of Sydney (now 

Energy Australia). 

 

7.2.2 Title Deeds for 13-55 Edinburgh Road, Marrickville 
 

Table 7 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (1) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
14.01.1908 
(1908 to 1957) Thomas William Redwin ((Bricklayer) Residential 

26.06.1957? 
(1957 to 1957) 

Marjorie Edna Allison (Married Woman) 
Vera May Bedson (Married Woman) 
(Section 94 application not investigated) Residential 

20.06.1957 
(1957 to 1965) Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) Commercial/Industrial 
16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 
 

Table 8 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, parts (2) & (3) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
12.08.1914 
(1914 to 1920) William Woodcock (Contractor) Residential 
10.06.1920 
(1920 to 1934) Robert Lee (Saw Mill Proprietor) Industrial (Saw Mill) 
02.08.1934 
(1934 to 1980) 

Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Limited 
(now Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd) 

Industrial (Cordial 
Factory) 

16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 9 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (4) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
16.11.1914 
(1914 to 1923) 

Owen Edwin Hale (Clerk) 
Sophia Teresa Hale (Married Woman) Residential 

31.10.1923 
(1923 to 1947) Martha Chambers (Married Woman) Residential 

08.07.1947? 
(1947 to 1947) 

Samuel Edward Chambers (Casual Worker) 
Mabel Ethel Hynd (Married Woman) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

08.07.1947 
(1947 to 1951) Keith Palmer Bunning (Bank Clerk) Residential 
20.12.1951 
(1951 to 1958) Rosina June Little (Spinster) Residential 
14.02.1958 
(1958 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

Table 10 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (5) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
09.07.1915 
(1915 to 1924) John Thomas Giles (Railway Employee) Residential 
03.10.1924 
(1924 to 1932) William John Berkeley Neale (Store Keeper) Residential 
23.09.1932 
(1932 to 1946) 

Effie Fulton Neale (Spinster) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

23.08.1946 
(1946 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

Table 11 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (6) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
23.09.1915 
(1915 to 1916) Sidney Thomas Dixon (Builder) Residential 
07.09.1916 
(1916 to 1937) 

Ada Hilliard (Married Woman) 
Rosalie Hutchinson (Married Woman) Residential 

10.03.1937 
(1937 to 1940) Charles Henry Turtle (Chemist) Residential 
13.04.1940 
(1940 to 1951) Matthew Augustine Shelley (Company Director) Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.01.1951 
(1951 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) Leda Holdings Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 12 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (7) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
12.01.1916 
(1916 to 1944) Frank Richard Magnusson (Wharf Labourer) Residential 
17.05.1944 
(1944 to 1955) 

Stephen Thomas Kenny (Labourer) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

20.12.1954 
(1954 to 1957) 

Annie Josephine Kenny (Spinster) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

03.05.1957 
(1957 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) Leda Holdings Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

 
 

Table 13 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (8) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
27.10.1917 
(1917 to 1920) 

Thomas Roberts (Gas Stoker) 
Ethel Annie Roberts (Married Woman) Residential 

17.09.1920 
(1920 to 1934) Elizabeth Stephens (Widow) Residential 
11.08.1934 
(1934 to 1940) Helena Mary Josephine Stephens (Spinster) Residential 
10.04.1940 
(1940 to 1951) Matthew Augustine Shelley (Company Director) Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.01.1951 
(1951 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 14 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (9) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
28.08.1911 
(1911 to 1917) John William Eaton (Wheelwright) Residential 
27.06.1917 
(1917 to 1920) Catherine Letitia Martin (Married Woman) Residential 
29.05.1920 
(1920 to 1921) Peter Hanson McNeice (Business Manager) Residential 
26.09.1921 
(1921 to 1953) 

War Service Homes Commissioner 
(Now Director of War Service Homes) Residential 

02.11.1953 
(1953 to 1958) Robert Drysdale (Process Worker) Residential 
20.12.1958 
(1958 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 
 

Table 15 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (10) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
14.01.1922 
(1922 to 1923) Albert Edward Wimhurst (Builder) Residential 
05.01.1923 
(1923 to 1938) Thomas Bassett (Gentleman) Residential 
28.01.1938 
(1938 to 1951) 

Claude Sylvester Allen (Grocer) 
Camillice Jane Allen (Married Woman) Residential 

12.11.1951 
(1951 to 1954) Gladys May Somers (Married Woman) Residential 
23.09.1954 
(1954 to 1957) Mabel Davies (Married Woman) Residential 
10.06.1957 
(1957 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 16 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (11) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
14.01.1922 
(1922 to 1923) Albert Edward Wimhurst (Builder) Residential 
08.08.1923 
(1923 to 1946) Timothy Joseph Farragher (Chef) Residential 
26.08.1946 
(1946 to 1953) 

Claude Sylvester Allen (Grocer) 
Camillice Jane Allen (Married Woman) Residential 

26.08.1953 
(1953 to 1957) Camillice Jane Allen (Married Woman) Residential 
29.03.1957 
(1957 to 1959) 

Keith Hackshall (Health Officer) 
Constance Margaret Hackshall (Married Woman) Residential 

10.07.1959 
(1959 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

 

Table 17 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (12) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
14.01.1922 
(1922 to 1925) Albert Edward Wimhurst (Builder) Residential 
10.07.1925 
(1925 to 1953) 

William Thomas Holloway (Optical Mechanic) 
Annie Elizabeth Holloway (Married Woman) Residential 

31.03.1953 
(1953 to 1959) Annie Elizabeth Holloway (Widow) Residential 
27.06.1959 
(1959 to 1959) Trevor John Shelley (Clerk) Residential 
10.07.1959 
(1959 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989)  

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

 

Table 18 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (13) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
14.01.1922 
(1922 to 1925) Albert Edward Wimhurst (Builder) Residential 
14.07.1925 
(1925 to 1950) 

Claude Sylvester Allen (Grocer) 
Camillice Jane Allen (Married Woman) Residential 

15.08.1950 
(1950 to 1960) 

George Martin James Berger (Manufacturer) 
Evelyn Berger (Married Woman) Residential 

11.03.1960 
(1960 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 19 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (14) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
07.11.1908 
(1908 to 1911) Ernest James Yates (Farrier) Residential 
05.04.1911 
(1911 to 1925) Frederick Wilford Turner (Carter) Residential 
08.04.1925 
(1925 to 1927) 

Jessie Turner (Widow) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

04.06.1927 
(1927 to 1929) 

Walter Henry McKinley (Boiler Maker’s Assistant) 
Susan McKinley (Married Woman) Residential 

02.05.1929 
(1929 to 1935) 

Albert Robert Merrifield (Hair Dresser) 
Agnes Beatrice Merrifield (Married Woman) Residential 

14.11.1935 
(1935 to 1939) Agnes Beatrice Merrifield (Widow) Residential 
20.10.1939  
(1939 to 1951) Matthew Augustine Shelley (Company Director) Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.01.1951 
(1951 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

 

Table 20 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (15) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
07.11.1908 
(1908 to 1911) Ernest James Yates (Farrier) Residential 
05.04.1911 
(1911 to 1922) Frederick Wilford Turner (Carter) Residential 
21.08.1922 
(1922 to 1926) Henry Xmas Gurney (Plumber) Residential 
24.05.1926 
(1926 to 1929) William Weale (Watchman) Power 

generation/distribution 
25.02.1929 
(1929 to 1931) George Albert Martin (Gentleman) Residential 
24.11.1931 
(1931 to 1939) Ernest Alfred Turner (Estate Agent) Residential 
14.11.1939  
(1939 to 1951) Matthew Augustine Shelley (Company Director) Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.01.1951 
(1951 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 21 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (16) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
23.09.1911 
(1911 to 1921) Louisa Hunt (Married Woman) Residential 
12.01.1921 
(1921 to 1926) Annie Lee (Married Woman) Residential 
23.02.1926 
(1926 to 1928) John Michael Croke (Constable of Police) Residential 
10.12.1928 
(1928 to 1953) Thomas Bassett (Milk Vendor) Residential 
02.03.1953 
(1953 to 1954) 

Lucy Maud Bassett (Widow) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

03.06.1954 
(1954 to 1954) 

William Thomas Bassett (Business Proprietor) 
Ellen Alice Berriman (Married Woman) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

28.09.1954 
(1954 to 1957) Gladys May Somers (Married Woman) Residential 
10.12.1957 
(1957 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

Table 22 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (17) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
15.03.1911 
(1911 to 1918) 

Patrick James Joseph Spellman (Tramway 
Employee) Residential 

15.08.1918 
(1918 to 1920) John Stuart Campbell (Medical Practitioner) Residential 
28.02.1920 
(1920 to 1922) Arthur Joseph Neely (Bank Inspector) Residential 
30.11.1922 
(1922 to 1936) Bessie Anderson (Married woman) Residential 
21.02.1936 
(1936 to 1952) 

Mary Clorinda Bothina Lazzarini (Spinster) 
Genevieve Frances Lazzarini (Spinster) Residential 

05.05.1952 
(1952 to 1957) Mary Clorinda Bothina Lazzarini (Spinster) Residential 
25.02.1957 
(1957 to 1957) Mary Ellen Hogan (Married Woman) Residential 
08.03.1957 
(1957 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 23 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (18) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
27.10.1915 
(1915 to 1947) Ethel Annie Chene (Married Woman) Residential 

26.03.1947 
(1947 to 1951) 

May Charlotte McCauley (Married Woman) 
Edith Eileen Kerruish (Married Woman) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

10.09.1951 
(1951 to 1960) Edith Eileen Kerruish (Married Woman) Residential 
20.10.1960 
(1960 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

Table 24 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (19) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
23.07.1913 
(1913 to 1922) Arthur Morse (Independent Means) Residential 
22.10.1922 
(1922 to 1924) Alice Helena Woodman (Married Woman) Residential 
04.02.1924 
(1924 to 1958) Herbert William Barker (Freeholder) Residential 
08.01.1958 
(1958 to 1958) 

Mona Irene Barker (Widow) 
(Section 94 Application not investigated) Residential 

22.01.1958 
(1958 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 

Table 25 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (20) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
23.07.1913 
(1913 to 1923) Arthur Morse (Independent Means) Residential 
16.05.1923 
(1923 to 1957) Joseph Moss (Newsagent) Residential 
26.11.1957 
(1957 to 1957) 

Joseph Moss, Junior (Clerk) 
(Section 94 Application not investigated) Residential 

03.12.1957 
(1957 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 26 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (21) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
19.10.1910 
(1910 to 1916) Stanley George Burden (Esquire) Residential 
16.05.1916 
(1916 to 1924) Thomas Henry Naylor (Brick Layer) Residential 

31.05.1924 
(1924 to 1927) 

Thomas William Holcombe (Furniture 
Manufacturer) 
Sydney Rupert Holcombe (Furniture 
Manufacturer) Residential 

16.09.1927 
(1927 to 1930) George Henry Thomas Millwood (Freeholder) Residential 
12.12.1930 
(1930 to 1934) Matthew Augustine Shelley (Company Director) Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
14.11.1933 
(1933 to 1980) 

Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Limited 
(now Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd) 

Industrial (Cordial 
Factory) 

16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 
Table 27 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (22) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
18.10.1911 
(1911 to 1920) William Tonkies (Chair Maker) Residential 
06.07.1920 
(1920 to 1921) Mary Ann Chatts (Married Woman) Residential 
01.07.1921 
(1921 to 1924) Frederick Rentz (Farmer) Residential 

01.11.1924 
(1924 to 1926) 

John Murray (Retired Farmer) 
Alfred Lawson (Farmer) 
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

27.11.1926 
(1926 to 1935) 

Frederick Rentz (Labourer) 
Sidney Stephens Rentz (Labourer) Residential 

09.02.1935 
(1935 to 1950) 

Gustave Gumperts (Freeholder) 
Emelie May Gumperts (Married Woman) 
May Ivy Regina Gumperts (Spinster) Residential 

06.09.1950 
(1950 to 1959) 

Emelie May Gumperts (Married Woman) 
May Ivy Regina Gumperts (Spinster) Residential 

02.06.1959 
(1959 to 1959) May Ivy Regina Gumperts (Spinster) Residential 
21.09.1959 
(1959 to 1965) 

Perpetual Trustee Company (Limited) (possibly a 
property developer) Commercial/Industrial 

16.07.1965 
(1965 to 1971) Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 

(?Margarine Production) 
19.11.1971  
(1971 to 1980) Associated Products & Distribution Pty Ltd Commercial/Industrial 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 
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Table 28 - Historical Title Deed Record for Lot 1, DP 612551, part (23) 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
13.06.1918 
(1918 to 1919) Sarah Dixon (Widow) Residential 
19.09.1919 
(1919 to 1923) Rebecca Alexander (Widow) Residential 
02.02.1923 
(1923 to 1926) Eric Herbert Duesbury Stewart (General Engraver) Residential 
10.07.1926 
(1926 to 1935) Claud Sidney Watson (Civil Servant) Residential 
27.09.1935 
(1935 to 1953) Francesca Allmond (Married Woman) Residential 
30.01.1953 
(1953 to 1957) 

Sadie Francesca Jane Simmons (Married Woman)
(Transmission Application not investigated) Residential 

01.04.1957 
(1957 to 1980) Shelley & Sons Cordial Factory Pty Ltd Industrial (Cordial 

Factory) 
16.09.1980 
(1980 to 1989) 

Leda Holdings Pty Ltd (possibly a property 
developer) Commercial/Industrial 

 
 

Table 29 - Historical Title Deed Record for the whole of Lot 1, DP 612551 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 

07.02.1989 
(1989 to 1997) 

Alex Chernov 
Paul Marshall Guest 
Peter John O’Callaghan 
John Joseph Hedigan Commercial 

12.11.1997 
(1997 to 2004) Bevillesta Pty Ltd Commercial 
20.10.2004 
(2004 to Date) 

# AMP Marrickville Pty Ltd 
(# Now Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre Pty Ltd Commercial 

# Current Registered Proprietor 
 

Table 30 - Historical Title Deed Record for the whole of Lot 91, DP 4991 

Date Owner/Occupier Possible Site Use 
06.02.1909 
(1909 to 1914) 

Henry Massey Makinson (Solicitor) 
William Patrick Plunkett (Solicitor) Residential 

23.07.1914 
(1914 to 1962) William Patrick Plunkett (Solicitor) Residential 
27.03.1962 
(1962 to 1999) Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board Sewerage and Drainage 
02.11.1999 
(1999 to 2004) Bevillesta Pty Ltd Commercial 
20.10.2004 
(2004 to Date) 

# AMP Marrickville Pty Ltd 
(# Now Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre Pty Ltd Commercial 

# Current Registered Proprietor 
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Based on the title deeds, it appears that most of the western section of 13-55 Edinburgh 

Road, Marrickville was used mainly for residential purposes from at least 1908 (the year of 

the records obtained) to 1957.  The site was owned by Perpetual Trustee Company 

(Limited) from 1957 to 1965 with most probably a commercial land use (Perpetual Trustee 

Company is a financial services company). This section of the site was occupied by 

Marrickville Margarine Pty Ltd (1965 -1971) most likely for the production of margarine. 

Subsequently it was owned by Associated Products & Distribution (1971-1980) and Leda 

Holdings (1980 -1989) when it was used for commercial purposes (Leda Holdings is a 

property development company).  

 

Most of the eastern section of 13-55 Edinburgh Road was used mainly for residential 

purposes from at least 1914 (the start year for the records obtained) to 1934.  This section of 

the site was most probably used for cordial production (owned by Shelley & Sons Cordial 

Factory Limited) from 1934 to 1980.  Leda Holdings Pty Ltd owned this section of the site in 

the period between 1980 and 1989 (most likely as a commercial land use).  

 

The whole site was used for commercial purposes from 1989 till present. The current 

proprietor of the site (AMP Marrickville Pty Ltd) purchased the site in 2004.  

 

The title deed search results for the site are included in Appendix C. 

 

 

7.3 Aerial Photographs 
 

Aerial photographs from 1930, 1955, 1961, 1970, 1986 and 2005 were obtained from the 

NSW Department of Lands Office, the 1943 image was obtained from the NSW Department 

of Lands website (www.lands.nsw.gov.au) and the recent image was obtained from the 

Google Map website (www.maps.google.com.au) on 3 March 2010.  The aerial photographs 

are presented in Appendix C.  These aerial photos were reviewed to assess the possible 

past uses of the site.  The findings are summarised below.  

 

1930 – The site was divided by Smidmore Street into two sections. The northern section of 

the site consisted of two large, and a number of small, industrial type buildings which are 

believed to be the Vicars Woollen Mills.  Three cottages (including the ‘Mill House’) and the 

surrounding landscaped areas are visible at the north-western portion of the subject section. 
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The southern section of the site consisted of one large warehouse at the north-eastern 

corner and a number of smaller industrial/commercial and residential type buildings.  There 

are residential buildings east and west of the site and industrial/commercial type buildings 

north and south of the site.  

 

1943 – No significant change to the landuse or the surrounding area was observed from the 

1930 photograph.  A number of small industrial buildings replaced the landscaped areas and 

the two cottages at the north-western corner of the northern section of the site.  The ‘Mill 

House’ was still present at the site. 

 

1955 – No significant change to the land use or the surrounding area was observed from the 

1943 photograph. 

 

1961 – No significant change to the land use was observed at the northern section of the 

site.  All buildings at the southern section of the site had been demolished and replaced by 

one large warehouse and a number of small industrial/commercial buildings visible at the 

eastern portion. The western portion is vacant land. There was no significant change to the 

land use of the surrounding area. 

 

1970 - No significant change to the land use of the northern section of the site or the 

surrounding area was observed from that of the 1961 photograph. The large warehouse at 

the southern section of the site was extended in a north-easterly direction. 

 

1986 – All buildings at the northern section of the site (except the ‘Mill House’ situated at the 

north central portion) had been demolished and the land was vacant and covered with grass 

and a few trees. The small buildings previously present at the southern section of the site 

had been demolished and the area covered with concrete most likely for use as a car park. 

The large warehouse previously present at the eastern portion and a smaller building are 

visible south of Smidmore Street. There was no significant change to the land use of the 

surrounding area. 

 

2005 – The Marrickville Metro Centre had been built and was occupying the entire northern 

section of the site, except for the area around the ‘Mill House’.  No significant change to the 

land use of the southern section of the site or the surrounding area was observed from that 

of the 1986 photograph. 
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Recent - No significant change to the land use or the surrounding area was observed from 

the 2005 photograph. 

 

 

7.4 Review of Conservation Management Plan for the ‘Mill House’ 
 

The Conservation Management Plan provided historical information relating to the northern 

section of the site (i.e. north of Smidmore Street).  The Plan is attached in Appendix C. 

 

The plan indicates that the subject section of the site was part of a 30 acre land grant made 

to James Waine on 5 September 1795. These early grants were referred to as farms and 

were intended to supplement the food supply of the colony.  It is suggested that the cottage 

(later referred as the ‘Mill House’) was built between July and November 1839. In July 1863 

the property was purchased by Robert Koll who set up a tannery on the site. Tanning is the 

early stage in leather production.  After Koll’s death in 1867 part of the property was sold to 

Joseph Davenport and Thomas Alcock who maintained the tanning operation and also 

developed a boot making business. In 1893 the property was forfeited to the London 

Chartered Bank and was purchased by John Vicars & Co, Wool Manufacturers. A number of 

large warehouses and smaller industrial and storage buildings were constructed in the 

period between 1895 and the factory closure in 1978. It is indicated that a building 

associated with wool scouring and carbonising was situated at the north-western portion of 

the site adjacent to the ‘Mill House’. G J Coles & Co Limited purchased the property in June 

1982. Subsequently the Marrickville Shopping Centre was constructed on the northern 

section of the site. The ‘Mill House’ was given protection in 1980 under Section 130 of the 

NSW Heritage Act 1977. The ‘Mill House’ was refurbished again in 2006 and is currently 

used as commercial offices and professional consulting rooms. 
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7.5  Council Records 
 

The subject site is located within Marrickville Council area.  The northern section of the site 

at 34 Victoria Road, Marrickville is zoned General Business 3A and the southern section of 

the site at 13-55 Edinburgh Road is zoned General Industrial 4(A). 

 

According to the Section 149 (2&5) Planning Certificate, the site has not been declared to be 

“significantly contaminated land” under Part 3 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 

1997 or subject to a Site Audit Statement. The planning certificates indicate that the site is 

‘identified as being subject to acid sulphate soil risk under clause 57 of Marrickville Local 

Environmental Plan 2001’. The Section 149(2) Planning Certificates are included in 

Appendix C.   

 

A review of the historical development application records was also undertaken as part of 

the site history search.  The earliest record at the existing Marrickville Metro site was dated 

1952.  The record relates to an alteration to the factory building and addition of a toilet 

facility.  The applicant was the John Vicars & Co.  Subsequent alterations were carried out 

at the factory building until 1962.  No records were registered from 1962 until 1985 for the 

lodgement of a development application for the shopping centre.  The application was 

subsequently approved in 1986.   

 

Numerous development applications were noted from 1987 onwards relating to the 

individual retail outlets at the shopping centre.  Those indicate potentially contamination 

activities are summarised below: 

• Kmart outlet at Shop M1, including garden shop, restaurant, auto car repair and 

associated amenities, staff office and preparation area (DA215D/1986); 

• Film and photograph processing outlet at Shop 63 from 1987 to 1990 (DA562/1987 and 

DA497/1990); 

• Dry cleaning outlet at Shop 3B from 1992 to present (DA208/1992); and 

• Valet car wash at roof top car parking (DA634/1995). 

 

Apart from the dry cleaning and Kmart outlets, the other outlets have since ceased 

operation. 
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The earliest development record at the southern portion of the site dated 1957.  The record 

relates to the construction of a brick factory and the applicant was J Buchanan.  Subsequent 

application was made by Shelley & Sons in 1960 in relation to the erection of a bottle shop.  

Minor alteration works were carried out at the factory until 1980.  The building was altered to 

as a warehouse with office and other facilities.  

 

7.6 WorkCover NSW Dangerous Goods Database and other UST Related 
Information 

 

A search of the NSW WorkCover dangerous goods database indicated that there were no 

dangerous goods depots registered at the site. However, as noted in Section 1, DP 

conducted validation of two tank pits at 13-55 Edinburgh Road, Marrickville. The tank pits 

were formed during the removal of three USTs in January 1997.  It is understood that the 

tanks were used for storage of petroleum fuel.  Two of the tanks, each with capacity of 

22,500 L, were formerly located in the central, northern portion of this section of the site, 

immediately to the west of the corrugated storage shed.  The third UST, with a capacity of 

16,000 L, was formerly located in the north-western section of the main factory warehouse 

building. The age of the tanks was unknown. It is understood that the tanks had been 

decommissioned at some stage prior to the tank removal. The tanks were removed by N. 

Moit & Sons Earthworks on 7 and 8 January, 1997, under instruction from Gilbarco Pty Ltd. 

The results of the tank pits and backfill soil validation were below the site assessment 

criteria and it was considered that the potential for further contamination of the site and off-

site migration of contaminants, associated with the former USTs, was low.  

 

Based on the observations noted during the site inspection, another UST is possibly located 

in the eastern portion of the warehouse building as a decommissioned fuel point was noted 

on the footpath of Murray Street.  However, no signs of the UST were noted in the 

warehouse.  It appears that the UST was either removed or located beneath the concrete 

slab of the building.  

 

WorkCover search documentation are attached in Appendix C.   
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7.7 Regulatory Notices Search 
 

The NSW DECCW publishes records of contaminated sites under Section 58 of the CLM Act 

on a public database accessed via the internet. The notices relate to investigation and/or 

remediation of contaminated site considered the land to be significantly contaminated land 

under the definition in the CLM Act.  More specifically, the notices cover the following: 

• actions taken by the EPA under Section 15, 17, 19, 231, 23, 26 or 28 of the CLM Act; 

• actions taken by the EPA under Section 35 or 36 of the Environmentally Hazardous 

Chemicals Act 1985; 

• site audit statements provided to the EPA under Section 52 of the CLM Act on sites 

subject to an in-force declaration or order. 

 

The NSW DECCW also issues environmental protection licences to the owners or operators 

of various industrial premises under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

(POEO Act). Licence conditions relate to pollution prevention and monitoring, and cleaner 

production through recycling and reuse and the implementation of best practice. Although 

the NSW EPA is now a part of the NSW DECCW, certain statutory functions and powers 

continue to be exercised in the name of the EPA. 

 

The NSW DECCW has made available a public register of licences under Section 308 of the 

POEO Act.  The register contains: 

• environment protection licences;  

• applications for new licences and to transfer or vary existing licences;  

• environment protection and noise control notices;  

• convictions in prosecutions under the POEO Act;  

• the results of civil proceedings;  

• licence review information;   

• exemptions from the provisions of the POEO Act or Regulations;  

• approvals granted under clause 9 of the POEO (Control of Burning) Regulation; and  

• approvals granted under clause 7A of the POEO (Clean Air) Regulation. 
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A search of Notices on the DECCW website on 8 March 2010 indicated that there are 

currently no Notices and/or Licences listed for the subject site.  The nearest registered site is 

located approximately 1 km southeast to the site, the former Tempe Tip.  

 

 
7.8 Groundwater Bore Search 

 

A search of the DWE website groundwater bore database was conducted (water related 

issues are now the responsibility of the NSW Office of Water).  A total of 14 bores were 

located within a 2 km radius of the site.  The bores are located approximately 1 km northeast 

and 700-900 m southeast of the site mainly for monitoring purpose, with the exception of 

GW10053, refer to Table 31 below, which was registered for a recreational purpose, 

possibly for an irrigation use at Sydney Park, St Peters.  Bore construction details are 

provided in Table 31 below.  The groundwater bore search map is shown in  

Appendix C.   

Table 31  -  Groundwater Bore Search Results 

Bore ID 
Distance and 

Direction from 
site 

Standing 
Water Level 

(m bgl) 
Geology Purpose 

GW105317 1000 m northeast 1.7 Fill and Clay Monitoring 

GW072643 950 m southwest Not known Fill, Sand and Clay Test Bore 

GW100053 950 m southwest Not known Fill, Sand and Clay Recreation 

GW109729 1100 m northeast 1.4 Fill and Clay Monitoring 

GW109730 1100 m northeast 1.0 Topsoil and Clay Monitoring 

GW109731 1100 m northeast 1.0 Topsoil and Clay Monitoring 

GW109732 1100 m northeast 1.5 Topsoil and Clay Monitoring 

GW109733 1100 m northeast 1.4 Topsoil and Clay Monitoring 

GW109821 700 m southeast 14.5 Fill and Shale Monitoring 

GW109822 900 m southeast 3.0 Fill, Sand and Clay Monitoring 

GW109823 900 m southeast 12.5 Fill, Sand, Clay and Shale Monitoring 

GW109824 700 m southeast 4.51 Fill, Shale and Sandstone Monitoring 

GW109825 700 m southeast 14.9 Fill and Shale Monitoring 
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8. POTENTIAL CONTAMINANTS 
 

Previous uses of the northern section of the site are mostly industrial related and include film 

processing, tanning, boot making and wool scouring.  The potential contaminants associated 

with the tanning and the related trades listed in the NSW Planning Guidelines: SEEP 55 – 

Remediation of Land, 1998 are as follows: 

• Heavy metals (chromium, manganese, aluminium); 

• Ammonium sulfate; 

• Ammonia; 

• Ammonium nitrate; 

• Arsenic Phenolics; 

• Formaldehyde; 

• Sulfide; and 

• Tannic acid. 

 

The potential contaminants associated with the wool scouring listed in the Department of 

Environment, Government of Western Australia Potentially Contaminating Activities, 

Industries and Land Uses, October 2004 guidelines are as follows: 

• Nutrients (e.g. phosphorous, nitrogen); 

• Total dissolved solids (TDS); 

• Oil and grease; 

• Detergents; 

• Pesticides; and 

• Bleaching agent (e.g. hydrogen peroxide). 

 

Wool carbonising includes the application of diluted sulfuric acid (5% H2SO4) to the scoured 

wool. 
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The potential contaminants associated with the film and film processing industry listed in the 

Department of Environment, Government of Western Australia Potentially Contaminating 

Activities, Industries and Land Uses, October 2004 guidelines are as follows: 

• Photography Hydroquinone;  

• Sodium carbonate;  

• Sodium sulfite;  

• Potassium bromide;  

• Monomethyl para-aminophenol sulfate;  

• Ferricyanide; 

• Chromium;  

• Silver;  

• Thiocyanate;  

• Ammonium compounds;  

• Sulfur compounds;  

• Phosphate; 

• Phenylene diamine;  

• Ethyl alcohol; and 

• Thiosulfates, formaldehyde. 

 

It is understood that a dry cleaning facility is situated at the central south section of 

Marrickville Metro Shopping Centre. The potential contaminants associated with dry 

cleaners listed in the NSW Planning Guidelines: SEEP 55 – Remediation of Land, 1998 are 

as follows: 

• Trichlorethylene and 1,1,1- trichloroethane; 

• Carbon tetrachloride; and 

• Perchlorethylene. 
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A substation is present at the south-western corner of the northern section of the site 

adjacent to the shopping centre.  According to the title deeds, the subject substation was 

most probably built in 1927. However, a review of the development application record 

indicates that a new sub-station was built in 2000.  Sub-stations were commonly associated 

with polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) impacts if constructed prior to 1980.  It is therefore 

considered that PCB is not present at the existing sub-station; however, residual PCB may 

potentially be present should an older sub-station have been present located at the site. 

 

An auto motor tyre and repair centre is operating in the north-eastern part of the shopping 

centre.  The potential contaminants associated with fuel storage listed in the NSW Planning 

Guidelines: SEEP 55 – Remediation of Land, 1998 and the EPA’s publication Guidelines for 

the Assessment of Service Stations (1994) are as follows: 

• Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene and Xylene (BTEX); 

• Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH); 

• Lead; 

• Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs); and 

• Phenols. 

 

Previous uses of the southern section of the site include residential, commercial and 

industrial (including possible margarine and cordial production and a saw mill). The potential 

contaminants associated with saw mills listed in the Department of Environment, 

Government of Western Australia Potentially Contaminating Activities, Industries and Land 

Uses, October, 2004, guidelines are as follows: 

• Heavy metals (arsenic, copper, chromium); 

• Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons; 

• Organochlorine pesticides; and 

• Ammonia. 

 

The potential contaminants associated with margarine and cordial production are likely to be 

associated with the storage of hydraulic oils and fuel.  

• Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene and Xylene (BTEX); 

• Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH); 

• Lead; 
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• Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs); and 

• Phenols. 

 

As discussed in Section 6.6 of this report three former USTs were decommissioned and 

removed from the southern section of the site. The tank pits and the backfill materials were 

validated with all results below the site assessment criteria. However, potential for 

contamination may exist from spills and leaks associated with the use of the UST possibly 

present at the southern section of the site.  

 

Further potential for contamination may exist from imported fill material that may have been 

used for levelling purposes on site.  Fill from unknown sources has the potential to contain a 

wide variety of contaminants including asbestos-based materials such as fragments of 

asbestos-cement sheeting. 

 

Based on the above information, a broad range of organic and inorganic compounds were 

included in the analytical suite for soil, as follows: 

• Heavy metals (As, Cd, Cr3+, Cr6+, Cu, Pb, Hg, Ni, Zn, Al, Mn); 

• Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH);  

• Total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH); 

• Monocyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene and Xylene – 

BTEX); 

• Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB); 

• Phenols;  

• Organochlorine Pesticides (OCP); 

• Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC); and 

• Asbestos. 

 

The following suite of chemical contaminants for groundwater was assessed: 

• Heavy metals; 

• PAH; 

• TPH; 

• BTEX; 

• Phenols; 
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• VOC; and 

• pH, hardness. 

 

 

 

9. DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The scope of work for the current assessment comprised a site walkover inspection, review 

of site history and groundwater bore search.   

 

A review of historical information indicates that the northern portion of the section was a 

tanning factory in the late 1800s and subsequently re-established for wool manufacture 

(wool scour) before the shopping centre was constructed in late 1980s.  The southern 

portion of the site has been used for a variety of commercial / industrial purposes since the 

early 1930s. 

 

A review of the Council’s development application records and site walkover reveals that 

some potentially contaminating industries are operating at the site, including the auto repair 

service provided by Kmart Oil in the eastern portion of the site and the dry cleaner located 

near to the Smidmore Street entrance.  A film and film processing outlet also previously 

operated at the shopping centre and, therefore, solvents and other chemicals might have 

been stored at the site.  

 

Based on findings from a previous DP validation assessment, it is known that there were 

three USTs present at the southern portion of the site.  A disused fuel point was noted on 

the footpath of Murray Street during site inspection which indicates that a fourth UST may be 

present in the eastern portion of the warehouse.  An electricity sub-station was also noted at 

the corner of Smidmore Street and Murray Street which was constructed in 2006.  This part 

of the site was previously owned by Energy Australia and, therefore, it may have been used 

as electricity sub-station site prior to 2006.  Residual PCBs may potentially present in this 

part of the site.   

 

The main sources of potential contamination at the site are likely to be associated with the 

former and current contaminating activities identified in this assessment.  In particular, the 

presence of the dry cleaners, the disused fuel point located in the footpath of Murray Street 
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and the auto and tyre repair in the eastern portion of the shopping centre complex and the 

tannery and wool scouring in the northern portion.  

 

It is recommended that an intrusive investigation be carried out to verify the status of the site 

with respect to contamination.  Acid sulphate soil testing should also be included as part of 

the investigation.  Furthermore, groundwater monitoring wells should be installed across the 

site to obtain an understanding of the hydrogeological conditions and groundwater quality at 

the site which has the potential to have been impacted by the current and former uses of the 

site.  

 

 

 

10. LIMITATIONS OF THIS REPORT 
 

Douglas Partners (DP) has prepared this report (or services) for this project at 34 Victoria 
Road and 13-55 Edinburgh Road, Marrickville NSW in accordance with DP’s proposal dated 
19 February 2010 and acceptance received from Mr Derrick Burrows of Bovis Lend Lease 
on behalf of AMPCI dated 25 February 2010.  This report is provided for the exclusive use of 
the Bovis Lend Lease and AMPCI for the specific project and purpose as described in the 
report.  It should not be used by or relied upon for other projects or purposes on the same or 
other site or by a third party.     
 

DP cannot provide unqualified warranties with regards to site contamination nor does DP 

assume any liability for site conditions not observed or accessible during the time of the 

investigations.  In addition, site characteristics may change over time due to activities such 

as spillages of contaminating substances.  These changes may occur subsequent to DP’s 

investigations and assessment. 
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Photo 1: Mill House (now Shopping Centre Management Office)

Photo 2: Marrickville Metro, facing west
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Photo 3: Drycleaner located adjacent to Smidmore Street Entrace

Photo 4: Electricity Sub-station located at the corner of Murray Street and Edinburgh Road
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Photo 5: Old Fill Point located on Murray Street Footprint, adjacent to the Warehouse Building

Photo 6: Warehouse Building located on the Southern Portion of the Site
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Photo 7: Car Parking Area for the Warehouse

Phot 8: Loading Dock located adjacent to Smidemore Street Entrance
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Results of DNR Search 
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Registered Groundwater Bores within 2 km radius of the site 
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