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DUMARESQ TO LISMORE 330kV TRANSMISSION LINE - INVERELL, TENTERFIELD, KYOGLE, 
RICHMOND VALLEY AND LISMORE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS 

 

Table A1 Director-General’s Requirements:  EA Cross-Reference Table 
 

Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

General Requirements  

The Environmental Assessment must be prepared to a high 
technical and scientific standard and must include:  
 an executive summary.  

Executive Summary 

 a detailed description of the project clearly defining the 
proposal corridor including construction, staging, operation 
and the construction of access roads. 

Chapter 4 

 consideration of any relevant statutory provisions including 
the consistency of the project with the objects of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

Chapters 5 & 20 

 an assessment of the key issues outlined below, during 
construction, operation and decommissioning. 

Vol 1 & Vol 2 

 a draft Statement of Commitments detailing measures for 
environmental mitigation, management and monitoring for the 
project. 

Chapter 19 

 a conclusion justifying the project taking into consideration 
the environmental social and economic impacts of the 
project, the suitability of the site, and the public interest. 

Chapter 20 

 certification by the author of the Environmental Assessment 
that the information contained in the Assessment is neither 
false nor misleading. 

Statement of Validity 

Key Assessment Requirements  

The Environmental Assessment (EA) must include assessment of the 
following key issues: 
 Strategic Planning and Project Justification- the Environmental 

Assessment must provide a strategic assessment for the project, 
including justification of the need, scale, scope and location of the 
project in relation to predicted electricity demand and reliability 
requirements, predicted transmission constraints, alternative 
strategies, and the strategic direction of the region and the State 
regarding the State electricity supply and demand and electricity 
generation technologies. Particular reference should be made to 
the outcomes of any Regulatory Test under the National Electricity 
rules, TransGrid's Annual Planning Review process and any non-
network options proposed for the relief of identified transmission 
constraints 

Chapters 2 & 20 

NSW 
Department 
of Planning 
(DoP) 
(11/09/09) 

 Land Use Planning Impacts - the Environmental Assessment must 
provide an analysis of the suitability of the proposed transmission 
route with respect to potential land use conflicts with existing and 
future surrounding land uses including urban growth areas, 
agricultural uses, State forests/timber resources, highway 
upgrades, conservation areas including Special Management 
Zones in State forests, and areas of significant scenic or visual 
value. The EA must also include an assessment of the potential 
impacts of the project to influence changes to future land use 
character in proximity of the site. Reference should be made to the 
Far North Coast Regional Strategy. 

Chapter 5, Chapter 
9, Chapter 12 & 

Chapter 13 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

Ecological Impacts - the Environmental Assessment must include a 
justified and tiered assessment approach for impacts of the project on 
native vegetation, threatened species, populations, ecological 
communities and their habitats for each bioregion (including both 
terrestrial and aquatic ecology, and all groundwater dependent 
ecosystems likely to be impacted). The Environmental Assessment 
must:  
 identify bioregions that will be or may be impacted by the project;  
 demonstrate a design philosophy of impact avoidance on 

ecological values, and in particular, ecological values of high 
significance;  

 for each identified bioregion, include a screening of species, 
populations, ecological communities and habitats based on 
ecological significance and the potential for impact as a 
consequence of the project;  

 for species, populations, ecological communities and habitats with 
high ecological significance and significant potential for impact, 
include sufficient information to demonstrate the likely impacts, 
consistent with Guidelines for Threatened Species Assessment 
(DEC & DPI, July 2005)  

 for other species, populations, ecological communities and 
habitats, a general bioregion-based assessment of ecological 
impacts associated with the project;  

 consider region-based ecological outcomes, including habitat 
connectivity and distribution of species, and how these may be 
impacted by the project; and 

 detail measures to avoid or mitigate impacts, including any 
proposed compensatory habitat or off-set strategy, that describes 
the scale, scope and timing of implementation. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 Heritage Impacts - the Environmental Assessment must include 
sufficient information to demonstrate the likely impacts on 
Aboriginal heritage values/items and outline proposed mitigation 
measures in accordance with the Draft Guidelines for Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment and Community Consultation 
(DEC, 2005). The Environmental Assessment must demonstrate 
effective consultation with Aboriginal communities has been 
undertaken in determining and assessing impacts, developing 
options and selecting options and mitigation measures. 

Chapters 10 & 11 
and Appendix G 

Human Amenity Impacts -the Environmental Assessment must include 
a justified and tiered assessment approach for impacts on human 
amenity, including noise and vibration, air quality (dust and odour) and 
traffic impacts during construction and operation of the project. . The 
Environmental Assessment must:  
 identify human receptors that will be or may be impacted by the 

project;  
 characterise potentially impacted human receptors in terms of 

receptor type (e.g. isolated receptors, receptor areas (such as 
residential zones) and sensitive receptors (such as schools, 
hospitals etc.)); o  identify those receptors and receptor types 
likely to be significantly impacted by the project; and 

 include a framework for the mitigation, management and 
monitoring of noise and air quality impacts during construction of 
the project, particularly with respect to receptors and receptor 
types likely to be significantly impacted by the project and with 
specific reference to noise-and vibration-intensive construction 
works\activities (drilling, blasting, bulk excavation, heavy vehicle 
movements etc.) around receptors and major centres. 

Chapters 13, 14 & 15 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

Hazards and Risk Impacts - the Environmental Assessment must 
include a screening of potential hazards on site to determine the 
potential for off site impacts, particularly at the substations, and any 
requirement for a Preliminary Hazard Analysis (PHA). The 
Environmental Assessment must include an identification of any 
contaminated land affected by the proposal. The Environmental 
Assessment must also include an assessment of the risk to human 
health from Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMFs) associated with the 
project, with reference to Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear 
Safety Agency standards. The Environmental Assessment should 
demonstrate the application of the principles of Prudent Avoidance in 
relation to EMFs. The Environmental Assessment shall specifically 
consider on-going maintenance and safety management of the project, 
including potential impacts on and from bushfires and floods. 

Chapter 16 and 
Appendix I 

 Noise Impacts assessment in accordance with the Industrial Noise 
Policy (EPA, 2000).  

Chapter 14 

 Visual Amenity Impacts - the Environmental Assessment must 
include an assessment of the visual impact associated with the 
proposal, including the impact on local and regional views by 
transmission lines and substations. Impacts on the values of 
adjacent wilderness areas should be considered. Alternate pole 
designs should be presented and assessed and the potential for 
undergrounding in sensitive locations should be assessed.  

Chapter 2, Chapter 
12, and Appendix H 

 Construction-related Impacts - the Environmental Assessment 
must include details of construction-related impacts associated 
with the proposal, including noise impacts against the criteria 
provided in Interim Construction Noise Guideline (DECC, July 
2009), water quality impacts, weed management and soil and 
erosion implications. The Environmental Assessment must also 
indicate how these impacts would be mitigated and managed, 
consistent with best environmental practice. 

Chapters 7 to 19 

 Traffic and Transport Impacts - the Environmental Assessment 
must address the construction and operational traffic impacts of 
the project including proposed routes, timing and traffic volumes. 

Chapter 13 

General Environmental Risk Analysis -notwithstanding the above key 
assessment requirements, the EA must include an environmental risk 
analysis to identify potential environmental impacts associated with the 
project (construction and operation), proposed mitigation measures 
and potentially significant residual environmental impacts after the 
application of proposed mitigation measures. Where additional key 
environmental impacts are identified through this environmental risk 
analysis, an appropriately detailed impact assessment of these 
additional key environmental impacts must be included in the EA. 

Chapter 20 (Section 
20.2) 

Consultation Requirements  

You must undertake an appropriate and justified level of consultation 
with the following parties during the preparation of the EA:  
 NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water  
 NSW Department of Industry and Investment  
 NSW Roads and Traffic Authority and Australian Rail Track 

Corporation  
 NSW Health  
 NSW Rural Fire Service  
 Land and Property Management Authority  
 Livestock, Health and Pest Authorities (Rural Lands Protection 

Board)  
 Inverell Shire Council  
 Tenterfield Shire Council  

Chapter 6 and 
Appendix D 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

 Kyogle Council  
 Richmond Valley Council  
 Lismore City Council  
 NSW Aboriginal Land Councils/NSW Native Title Service  
 Local Aboriginal Land Council  
 each landowner and land occupier within and adjacent to the 

corridor of the proposed development sites and transmission route, 
and  

 the local community  

The Environmental Assessment must clearly indicate issues raised by 
stakeholders during consultation, and how those matters have been 
addressed in the Environmental Assessment 

Section 6.7 

Water Quality Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E 

The environmental outcomes for the project should be: 

 there is no pollution of waters during the construction and 
operational phases of the development; 

 
 

Section 8.4 and 8.5 
and Appendix E 

(Section 4.1 and 4.2) 

 there is no inconsistency with any relevant Statement of Joint 
Intent established by the Healthy Rivers Commission; and 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

1.3, 2.5 

 this is acceptable in terms of the achievement or protection of the 
River Flow Objectives and Water Quality Objectives. 

Section 8.4 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4.3) 

 the EA should document the measures that will achieve the above 
outcomes.  

Section 8.6 and 
Appendix E (Section 

5) 

Contaminated Land Chapter 7 

 The EA must document the identification, assessment and 
management of any land contamination to ensure that the land is 
not allowed to be put to a use that is inappropriate because of the 
presence of contamination.   

Section 7.2 

Noise Chapter 14 

 The project is to be designed, constructed and operated and 
maintained so that there is no adverse impact from noise (including 
traffic). 

Chapter 14 

Flora Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

The EA is to include a comprehensive assessment including: 
 a field survey of the site should be conducted and documented in 

accordance with the draft “Guideline for threatened species 
assessment” and “Threatened Biodiversity and Threatened 
Species Assessment – Guideline For Developments and 
Activities”. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

Department 
of 
Environment, 
Climate 
Change and 
Water 
(DECCW) 
(11/09/2009) 

 likely impacts on threatened species and their habitat need to be 
assessed, evaluated and reported on.  The assessment should 
specifically report on the considerations listed in Step 3 of the draft 
guideline. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

 a description of the actions that will be taken to avoid or mitigate 
impacts or compensate to prevent unavoidable impacts of the 
project on threatened species and their habitat.  This should 
include an assessment of the effectiveness and reliability of the 
measures and any residual impacts after these measures are 
implemented. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 the EA needs to clearly state whether it meets each of the key 
thresholds set out in Step 5 of the draft guideline. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

Heritage Chapters 10 & 11 
and Appendix G 

The following sets out DECCW standard requirements for addressing 
potential impacts of the project on Aboriginal cultural heritage values. 
 The Environmental Assessment (EA) should address and 

document the information requirements set out in the draft 
"Guidelines for Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment 
and Community Consultation' (Department of Environment and 
Conservation 2005) and the 'Part 3A EP&A Act Guidelines for 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment and Community 
Consultation' (Department of Planning and DEC 2007).  

Section 10.2 and 
Appendix G (Section 

4.9) 

 The EA should include surveys by suitably qualified archaeological 
consultants and include evidence of consultation with traditional 
Aboriginal custodians.  

Chapter 10 and 
Appendix G 

 The EA should identify the nature and extent of impacts on 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage values across the project area and the 
strategies employed to avoid I minimise these impacts.  If impacts 
are proposed as part of the final development, clear justification for 
such impacts should be provided.  

Section 10.4 and 
10.5 and Appendix G 

(Section 4.16 and 
4.17) 

 The EA should assess the archaeological and Aboriginal 
significance of the site's Aboriginal Cultural Heritage values.  

Section 10.3 and 
Appendix G (Section 

4.15) 

 Describe the actions that will be taken to avoid or mitigate impacts 
of the project on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage values. This should 
include an assessment of the effectiveness and reliability of the 
measures and any residual impacts after these measures are 
implemented. 

Section 10.7 and 
Appendix G (Section 

4.17) 

 The EA needs to clearly demonstrate that effective community 
consultation with Aboriginal communities has been undertaken in 
assessing impacts, developing options and making final 
recommendations.  The DECCW supports broad-based Aboriginal 
community consultation and as a guide the 'Interim Community 
Consultation Requirements for Applicants (DECC 2005)' provides 
a useful model to follow.  

Section 10.3 and 
Appendix G (Section 

4.9) 

 If impacts on Aboriginal cultural values are proposed as part of the 
final development an assessment of the regional significance of 
the values to be impacted, the extent to which these values are 
protected elsewhere in the landscape and consideration of the 
proposed impacts in the context of 'inter generational equity' 
should be undertaken. 

Appendix G (Section 
4.13) 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

Riparian Management Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E 

 Any works within riparian areas should be consistent with the 
Department of Water and Energy’s Controlled Activity Guidelines 
(2008) and State policies. The environmental assessment (EA) 
should outline all works affecting riparian areas including any 
clearing, creek crossings, roads and tracks etc.  The EA should 
also outline any mitigation and management measures such as 
erosion and sediment control. The EA should also outline all 
creeks and rivers affected by the proposal and how each will be 
managed, in particular major rivers or creeks that require specific 
management measures. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

2.2 and 4.1) 

Water Issues Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E 

 The EA should outline all water requirements for the development 
(i.e. during construction and post construction) and where the 
water will be sourced le groundwater or surface water. All water 
required for the development must be accounted for and 
appropriately licenced with the Department. Any monitoring bores 
associated with the development will need to be licenced. If all 
proposed sources are identified early, the Department is able to 
provide accurate advice regarding our requirements.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

1.4 and 2.3) 

 Dewatering of tower footings may become an issue in low lying 
areas particularly towards the coast. If groundwater is likely to be 
intercepted as a result of the works then a dewatering licence in 
required, which must be obtained prior to groundwater interception.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4.2) 

 At present, both the Water Act 1912 and Waler Management Act 
2000 are active with water sharing plans guiding the management 
of water in some areas. If the proposal is within a gazetted water 
sharing plan area the assessment is required to demonstrate 
consistency with the rules of the water sharing plan. The 
development route may also be affected by current embargoes for 
new water licences, however further information can be provided 
on this if required,  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

2.2) 

 The EA will need to include an assessment of the potential effects 
of the development on groundwater and surface water quality and 
quantity, surface water hydrology, other groundwater and surface 
water users, acid sulphate soils and groundwater dependent 
ecosystems.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4) 

Acid Sulphate Soils Chapter 7 

The environmental assessment must identify all areas of acid sulphate 
soils and identify mitigation and management options in accordance 
with the ASSMAC guidelines. The Department has concerns about the 
potential effects of ASS on groundwater quality 

Chapter 7 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.3) 

Farm Dams  

 Farm Dams Policy: Any dams, ponds or sediment basins to be 
constructed as part of the proposed development must be 
consistent with the NSW Farms Dam Policy.  

N/A. No dams are 
required as part of 

the Project. 

Flooding Issues Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E 

NSW Office 
of Water 
(NOW) 
(01/09/2009) 

The EA should address any flooding issues associated with the 
development and any impacts on landholders. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.2) 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

Groundwater Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E 

The EA should identify groundwater issues and potential degradation 
to the groundwater source and provide the following:  
 Details of the predicted highest groundwater table at the 

development site. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.4) 

 Details of any works likely to intercept, connect with or infiltrate the 
groundwater sources. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4.2) 

 Details of any proposed groundwater extraction, including purpose, 
location and construction details of all proposed bores and 
expected annual extraction volumes.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E  (Section 

1.4) 

 Describe the flow directions and rates and the physical and 
chemical characteristics of the groundwater source.  

N/A 

 Details of the predicted impacts of any final landform on the 
groundwater regime. 

N/A 

 Details of the existing groundwater users within the area (including 
the environment) and include details of any potential impacts on 
these users.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.4) 

 Assessment of the quality of the groundwater for the local 
groundwater catchment.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.4) 

 Details of how the proposed development will not potentially 
diminish the current quality of groundwater, both in the short and 
long term.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4.2) 

 Details on preventing groundwater pollution so that remediation is 
not required. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

5.3) 

 Details on protective measures for any groundwater dependent 
ecosystems (GDEs). 

N/A see Appendix E 
(Section 3.4) 

 Details of proposed methods of the disposal of waste water and 
approval from the relevant authority. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4.2) 

 Assessment of the need for an Acid Sulphate Management Plan 
(prepared in accordance with ASSMAC guidelines). 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.3) 

 Assessment of the potential for saline intrusion of the groundwater 
and measures to prevent such intrusion into the groundwater 
aquifer.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4.2) 

 Details of the results of any models or predictive toots used.  N/A. Not required for 
this Project 

 Where potential impact/s are identified the assessment will need to 
identify limits to the level of impact and contingency measures that 
would remediate, reduce or manage potential impacts to the 
existing groundwater resource and any dependent groundwater 
environment or water users, including information on:  

 Details of any proposed monitoring programs, including water 
levels and quality data. 

N/A. No potential 
impact identified 

 Reporting procedures for any monitoring programs including 
mechanism for transfer of information. 

N/A. Monitoring 
programs not 

required 

 

 An assessment of any groundwater source/aquifer that may be 
sterilised as a consequence of the proposal.  

N/A. No groundwater 
would be sterilised 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

 Identification of any nominal thresholds as to the level of impact 
beyond which remedial measures or contingency plans would be 
initiated (this may entail water level triggers or a beneficial use 
category). 

N/A. Monitoring 
programs not 

required 

 Description of the remedial measures or contingency plans 
proposed. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

5) 

 Any funding assurances covering the anticipated post development 
maintenance cost, for example on-going groundwater monitoring 
for the nominated period.  

N/A. Monitoring 
programs not 

required.  

Surface Water Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E 

The assessment is required to consider the impact of the proposal on 
the watercourses and associated riparian vegetation within the site 
and provide the following:  
 Identify the sources of surface water.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.2) 

 Details of stream order (using the Strahler System).  Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

3.2) 

 Details of any proposed surface water extraction, including 
purpose, location of existing pumps, dams, diversions, cuttings and 
levees. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

1.4) 

 Detailed description of any proposed development or diversion 
works including all construction, clearing, draining, excavation and 
filling. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4) 

 An evaluation of the proposed methods of excavation, construction 
and material placement. 

N/A.  

 A detailed description of all potential environmental impacts of any 
proposed development in terms of vegetation, sediment 
movement, water quality and hydraulic regime.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4) 

 A description of the design features and measures to be 
incorporated into any proposed development to guard against long 
term actual and potential environmental disturbances, particularly 
in respect of maintaining the natural hydrological regime and 
sediment movement patterns and the identification of riparian 
buffers. 

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4 and 5) 

 Details of the impact on water quality and remedial measures 
proposed to address any possible adverse effects.  

Chapter 8 and 
Appendix E (Section 

4 and 5) 

General Addition Requirements  

The LPMA requests the following additional key issues and 
assessment requirements are addressed as part of the EA: 
 Detailed plans and drawings should cover the full development 

footprint and indicate the locations of towers and other electricity 
transmission infrastructure. 

 
 

Figures 3-2a-3-2ae 
(Vol 3) 

 Plans and drawings should also indicate the locations of new 
waterway crossings and access roads as well as existing crossings 
and roads expected to be upgraded as part of the development.  

Figures 3-2a-3-2ae 
(Vol 3) 

Land and 
Property 
Management 
Authority 
(LPMA) 
(04/09/2009) 

 Crossings across Crown waterways are to be constructed, 
upgraded and maintained to permit or maintain fish passage (as 
per; 'Why do Fish Need to Cross the Road? Fish Passage 
Requirements for Waterway Crossings) 

Chapter 4, 8 & 9 and 
Appendices E & F  



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

 The types of conductors proposed to be used should be specified, 
and the implications of the use of such for local wildlife, including 
flying mammals, should be addressed in the EIA.  

Chapters 4 & 9 and 
Appendix F 

 The EIA should incorporate, or provide for the development of, 
detailed vegetation management and erosion and sediment control 
plans for the proposed transmission line corridor.  

Chapters 7 & 9 and 
Appendix F 

 Descriptions of the staging of the development should include 
anticipated sequencing of activities, such as the acquisition of any 
interests in land. 

Chapter 4 

 A notice should be sent to both the NSW Aboriginal Land Council 
(formerly appointed as the representative Aboriginal body) and 
NSW Native Title Services Limited (the entity that currently 
performs the functions of the Aboriginal representative body but 
which has not been formally recognised) 

Chapter 10 and 
Appendix G 

Kyogle Council requests that the following items be addressed in the 
EA: 
 All access tracks which join roads under the control of Kyogle 

Council that will require vehicular accesses, be constructed to 
Council's requirements. 

 
 

Chapters 4 & 13 

 Any Council roads to be used for transport of heavy equipment or 
materials for the project are to be assessed for their ability to carry 
anticipated loads without damage to road pavements or bridges. 

Chapter 4 and 13 

 Minimum clearances above roads from overhead cables and from 
road centreline for structures are to be observed and provision 
made for possible future realignments where applicable.  

Chapter 13 

Kyogle 
Council 
(08/09/2009) 

 Preservation of roadside vegetation as far as possible and 
protection of known wildlife corridors which may cross the 
easement. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

The EA should include the following:  
 Any proposed mitigation measures involving offsets for loss of 

native vegetation should be calculated using the Department of 
Environment. Climate Change and Water (DECCW) biobanking 
method.  

 
Chapter 9 and 

Appendix F 

 Impacted areas identified as ecologically significant should be 
mapped at a suitable scale. This should include GPS reference 
points for significant species. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 An assessment of matters listed under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) should also be 
undertaken.  

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

Border 
Rivers-
Gwydir 
Catchment 
Management 
Authority 
(BRG-CMA)  
(16/09/2009) 
 

 The BRG-CMA is also concerned with the ongoing potential 
spread of weeds and likely soil erosion issues during the 
construction and maintenance phases for this type of development. 
Any proposed mitigation measures proposed should be best 
practice and have detailed procedures for how this information will 
be disseminated to all contractors etc. 

Chapters 7 & 9 and 
Appendix F 

Roads and 
Traffic 
Authority 
(RTA) (DOP 
received the 
letter on 
26/10/10, 
TransGrid 
received the 
letter 
4.11.10) 

Where the proposed power line crosses a state road (such as the New 
England or Bruxner Highways), under Section 138 of the NSW Roads 
Act 1993, the proposed works would require formal approval from the 
RTA and the appropriate Council.  

Chapter 5 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

Forestry Issues  

I&I NSW have suggested that the reference to conservation areas 
under land use planning impacts be amended to specifically also 
include the impact on Special Management Zones on State forest. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

Fisheries Issues  

 The EA should identify the location of proposed permanent and 
temporary watercourse crossings necessitated by the proposal and 
justify these against alternate access routes.  Where crossings are 
to be installed a brief assessment of the waterway and a 
description or draft design of the proposed crossing is required. 
Waterway assessments and design of crossings should be 
consistent with fish friendly guidelines.  

Chapters 4, 8 & 9, 
Appendix E (Section 
4.1) and Appendix F 

 Where existing crossings can be used but require upgrading the 
EA should outlined the scope of works and whether the works will 
exacerbate and prolong the life of an existing barrier to fish 
passage.  

Chapters 4, 8 & 9, 
Appendix E (Section 
4.1) and Appendix F 

 The likely height of transmission lines at waterway crossings 
should also be indicated with reference to existing riparian 
vegetation and endemic riparian vegetation. The EA should outline 
where ongoing management of riparian vegetation will be required 
and outline the regularity and scale of these works.  

Chapters 4, 8 & 9, 
Appendix E (Section 
4.1) and Appendix F 

Agricultural Issues  

I&I NSW recommend the following guiding principles to minimise the 
impacts of infrastructure development proposals on agricultural 
resources and enterprises.  
 New infrastructure is located within existing infrastructure corridors 

where ever possible.  

 
 
 

Chapter 4 

 Land use conflicts are minimised and the expectations of local 
communities are managed.  

Chapter 6 and 
Appendix D 

 Issues such as weeds, pest animals, biosecurity risks and soil 
erosion are addressed and not made any worse by the 
development proposal.  

Chapters 7, 9 &16 
and Appendix F 

 Development proposals contain sufficient information to identify 
suitable impact mitigation responses for all likely agricultural 
impacts. 

Chapters 4 & 18 

 The EA should assess any of the agricultural airstrips in the vicinity 
of the proposed transmission line as well as an assessment of the 
extent of aircraft use by farms within the study area. The proposed 
transmission line should be assessed for impacts on agricultural 
aerial activates and air safety. The use of suspended markers on 
long stretches of transmission lines across gullies or near flight 
paths or rural airstrips should be considered.  

 
Chapter 2 and 

Appendix B 
 
 

 The environmental assessment should also consider areas in 
which the power line may affect the movement of agricultural 
machinery under the line.  It is assumed that the transmission line 
will have substantial ground clearance. However it would still be 
beneficial for impacts on the safe use of farm machinery and 
routine farm activities be considered as part of the environmental 
assessment. 

Chapter 2 and 
Chapter 18 

Weed and Pest Management  

Weed and pest management measures should include: 
 to limit the site spread of weeds via vehicles and machinery (e.g. 

via segregation, wash down or monitoring provisions) 

 
Chapter 9 and 

Appendix F 

Industry & 
Investment 
NSW  
(I&I NSW) 
(17/09/2009) 

 targeting soil stockpiles, roadsides and any other disturbed areas 
(weed germination and invasion is stimulated by disturbance) 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 



Government 
Authority 

Paraphrased Requirement 
* Full outline of where the Ecological DGRs have been addressed 

can be found in Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix A). 

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

 recommend measures include cleaning of vehicle tyres before 
leaving a property, cleaning of foot wear and minimising and 
monitoring soil movement between locations 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 monitoring programs for noxious and problematic weeds and pests 
on site and in the surrounding areas 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 measures to mitigate noxious and problematic weeds and pests 
should they be found 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

Biosecurity and Emergency Impacts  

To protect biosecurity and enable tracing of potential disease spread, 
the EA should identify and complete risk assessment of:  
 potential bio-security risks such as pest and diseases 

 
Chapters 9 & 16 and 

Appendices F & I 

 risk of contact with animal or plant diseases Chapters 9 & 16 and 
Appendices F & I 

Site Rehabilitation  

I&I NSW recommends that the proponent commit to preparing a 
rehabilitation management plan that: 
 clearly documents environmental policies and rehabilitation 

objectives 

Chapters 4, 7, 8, 9, 
10 & 11 and 

Appendices E, F & G 

 comprehensively reviews the relevant issues and rehabilitation 
risks 

Chapters 4, 7, 8, 9, 
10 & 11 and 

Appendices E, F & G 

 identifies mitigation measures to prevent excessive dust, soil 
erosion and the sedimentation of waterways 

Chapters 4, 7, 8 & 15 

 documents the proposed monitoring program Chapter 19 

 describes the proposed future land use options and justifies any 
permanent impacts on agricultural or other primary industries  

Chapters 4, 18 & 20 

In particular, rehabilitation plans should document:  
 priority land uses of the site and plan to re-establish these as soon 

as practical 

 
Chapters 4 & 20 

 project staging and the timeframes for site rehabilitation Chapter 4 

Mineral Resources  

The EA should consider the potential for the project to impact upon 
any mineral resource including metallic minerals, industrial and 
extractive minerals, petroleum, gas and coal resources. 

Appendix B 

DPI -Mineral Resource Division (DPI -MR) requires the proponent to 
adopt the following strategies regarding mineral resources in its 
planning and EA:  
 Operating mines and quarries should be protected from 

sterilisation or hindrance by encroachment of incompatible 
adjacent development.  

 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

The DPI MR requires the proponent to contact any relevant minerals 
related stakeholders to discuss the proposed transmission line in 
relation to the associated land use impacts 

Chapter 6 and 
Appendix D 

Where the proposed power line crosses a state road (such as the New 
England or Bruxner Highways), under Section 138 of the NSW Roads 
Act 1993, the proposed works would require formal approval from the 
RTA and the appropriate Council.  

Chapter 5 

 



Table A2 Supplementary Director General Requirements 

 
Government 

Authority 
Paraphrased Requirement 

*Full outline of where the Supplementary DGRs have been 
addressed can be found in of Appendix F Biodiversity (Appendix 
A).  

Relevant EA 
Chapter or 
Appendix 

The assessment should include enough information about the 
controlled action and its relevant impacts to allow the Commonwealth 
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts to make an 
informed decision whether or not to approve the controlled action 
under the EPBC Act. 

Volumes 1, 2 & 3 

The following information will need to be provided: 
 General Background Information including location, 

background etc. 

 
Chapters 1, 2,3 & 4 

 Description of controlled action, including components, 
location, area, structures to be built, design parameters, 
timing and duration and feasible alternatives. 

Chapters 2, 3 & 4 

 Description of the existing environment, focusing on 
threatened species, ecological communities, habitats and 
their respective distribution. 

Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 A description of the relevant impacts of the controlled action. Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 Proposed safeguards, mitigation and offset measures. Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

 Other approvals and conditions, including details of any local 
or State government planning scheme, system or policy. 

Chapter 5, 19 & 20 

 Economic and social matters Chapters 2, 18 & 20 

 Information sources. Chapter 9 and 
Appendix F 

Department 
of 
Sustainability 
Environment, 
Water, 
Populations 
and 
Communities 
(SEWPC) 
(16/03/10) 

 Consultation and identification of affected parties. Chapters 6 & 9 and 
Appendices D & F 

 




