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1. Introduction 

This Report outlines the engagement activities carried out to date for the proposed 

REMONDIS Recycling Plant at Camellia Industrial Area. 

It also summarises the approach, the key stakeholders engaged, the issues identified 

so far, and the proposed future actions. 
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2. Background & Context 

REMONDIS proposes to construct and operate an integrated waste recycling facility 

on a site at 1 Grand Avenue North, Camellia. 

The facility is in a recognized industrial area, with a number of commercial 

neighbours. 

The site is known to have been previously contaminated, and so this has been a key 

focus in the design.  

Following meetings with the NSW Department of Planning, the Director General’s 

requirements were specified, and REMONDIS has been undertaking a series of 

studies during 2010 to prepare an Environmental Assessment to address those 

requirements prior to the submission of a Development Application under Part 3A of 

the Environment & Assessment Act in 2011. 

Twyfords were engaged to manage the community engagement in the assessment 

and approvals process.  
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3. Our Approach/Methodology 

REMONDIS had recognised that waste management plants can generate a degree 

of concern with neighbouring stakeholders, and in the broader community, 

particularly with previous experiences in the Sydney region where a range of issues 

have emerged. 

It was considered that an open and inclusive approach would be important to ensure 

that stakeholders understood what was intended, and felt comfortable to input into 

the approvals process. 

REMONDIS was also very open to hearing from the stakeholders and using input 

from them to inform appropriate modifications to the plant design and operation to 

mitigate the impact of the plant on them. 

It was noted that a major neighbouring tenant was a child care centre, who may have 

a range of concerns with such a development, particularly if the intended innovative 

technology was not understood or accepted as being able to deal with previously 

identified issues. 

It was considered that an open, educative and inclusive engagement process during 

the assessment would assist to build that understanding and ensure that the 

neighbouring stakeholders would be able to input appropriately to the assessment 

and plant design/construction/operation requirements. 

A study group process where representative stakeholders meet several times to 

understand, discuss and consider issues was considered as one of the key tools to 

engage effectively on this. This would be complemented by broader communication 

processes. 

The focus was initially on those most likely to be directly affected, with the intention to 

broaden the engagement as necessary to include all interested stakeholders. 

The intent of the engagement was to lay all the facts on the table as early as 

possible, to avoid surprises, and also to facilitate input to the planning and design 

processes so that appropriate modifications could be made to address the concerns 

of the surrounding stakeholders. 
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4. Activities 

4.1. Stakeholder Identification 

On ground research identified the most likely affected stakeholders as neigbouring 

businesses, including tenants in an adjacent office building (the Tilrox Building at 2 

Grand Avenue) other businesses located along Grand Ave, and the Sydney Turf 

Club at Rosehill Racecourse. 

Also identified as others potentially interested or affected were businesses along 

James Ruse Drive, and residents to the west of James Ruse Drive, and businesses 

and residents to the north across the Parramatta River. 

The Camellia Business Group - a group representing the major businesses in 

Camellia industrial area - was also identified as potentially interested. This group has 

been active previously on major issues like traffic flow, but has not been active during 

2010 and has not been able to be used as an information conduit. 

The broader Parramatta community were also identified as likely to be interested in 

the project, but the level of likely interest was not known.  

A summary of the stakeholders is in Appendix 1.  

4.2. Information dissemination and input 

A letter was initially hand delivered to all the neighbouring businesses along Grand 

Avenue (approx 500m radius, including all tenants in the adjacent Tilrox building),  

outlining the project, providing an opportunity for input and questions by meeting, 

email, phone or fax, as well as an invitation to participate in the study group process. 

An initial meeting was held with the Director/Owner of the Child Care business (a 

major tenant in the Tilrox building that overlooks the proposed development site). 

There was a high degree of concern expressed by the business owner about a range 

of issues regarding the development that the owner considered might adversely 

impact the business. A summary is listed in Appendix 2. The owner was invited to 

attend the study group to provide input to the issues to be considered during the 

assessment process. 
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To date, there has been virtually no feedback from those contacted so far, apart from 

tenants in the Tilrox building - the direct neighbours of the proposed development. 

The general reaction has been that development was expected, and should not 

impact on them. 

4.3. Study Group Process 

4.3.1. Recruitment 

A couple of the Tilrox building tenants, as well as the building owner, 

accepted the invitation to participate. There were no responses from any of 

the other neighbouring businesses.  

To broaden the representation to include residents’ views, invitations were 

sent to a group of residents representing the closest areas to the site. This 

tapped into Parramatta Councils community panel – i.e. residents who had 

expressed interest in assisting Council consider issues that might impact the 

area. 

Two residents accepted the invitation and were able to contribute to the 

process (only one was able to attend, but the other contributed by email and 

phone).  

4.3.2. Meetings 

Two meetings of the group were held over a 2 month period (Aug/Sept). Prior 

to each meeting, the participants were sent an agenda and information on 

progress of the assessment studies being undertaken. Meeting minutes are 

included in Appendix 3. 

At each meeting, the environmental studies were considered, and input 

sought as to what issues they needed to address. Updates were also 

provided on what the studies had identified, and how these findings were 

being addressed in the project design. The group also added to the key 

question list that they had about the project. 

Meeting attendance was low, due to the difficulty in finding a time that suited 

all the participants. To mitigate that, participants were kept in the loop 
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regarding meeting discussions and outcomes by additional communication, 

with input added outside each face to face meeting. 

Issue identification 

The group identified and discussed a range of key issues, which they 

considered needed to be addressed as part of the assessment and approvals 

process. Although it was acknowledged that the studies underway would be 

likely to address these, the group has not yet been able to see the 

assessment outcomes in detail. These are expected to be finalised early in 

2011. 

The key issues raised and discussed by the group included: 

• Traffic impact on the local roads, and access to the Tilrox building. This 

involved both traffic congestion and safety issues around truck access to 

the proposed site 

• Reduction in air quality due to emissions from the plant – i.e. the likelihood 

of odour affecting local businesses and residents 

• The use of the site which had been previously contaminated by asbestos. 

There was a good understanding about the contamination, and the 

concerns centred on how construction at the site could be managed to 

eliminate any health concerns  

• The visual impact of the proposed facility as changing the current 

landscape 

• The potential for plant breakdown or accident during operation impacting 

on the neighbours, and broader community 

• The noise impact of plant operation and truck movements, especially on 

the tenants of the Tilrox building, particularly the children attending the 

Child Care. 

• Health concerns associated with waste operations - e.g. vermin, birds, 

rubbish overspill, poor air quality, etc. 
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• Adverse impact on the commercial viability of the neighbouring 

businesses, as well as potential impact on residential land values 

• The location of a waste recycling facility in close proximity to commercial 

premises and shops (there is an Aldi grocery store located in the Tilrox 

complex) 

Frequently asked Questions 

A range of likely questions that stakeholders have about the project were 

collected during all the meetings and contact with stakeholders. These have been 

collated into a list with responses and posted on the REMONDIS website, and 

made available as requested. 

A copy is included in Appendix 4. 

Information Sheet creation and distribution 

To communicate more fully about the project, an information sheet or Newsletter 

was prepared and distributed to the same group of neighbouring businesses in 

December. A copy is included in Appendix 5. 

To ensure that the information sheet would present the relevant information, the 

study group members provided input on the format and content they believed 

would best communicate effectively to the affected stakeholders. 

The key elements suggested included a photo, emphasising the key issues 

identified, explaining the enclosed nature of the plant and how it was intended to 

operate, and how the assessment and approvals process would proceed, with a 

link to the frequently asked questions. 

The information sheet was then drafted and comment sought from group 

members, before being finalised and distributed by hand to each business. 

Note: 

One of the intended target groups for the information sheet were the clients (i.e. 
parents) of the Child Care Centre (Explore and Develop).This was to provide 
them with early advice of the proposal due the potential impact and their likely 
questions and concerns.  
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The Centre owner who participated in two meetings earlier in 2010 has constantly 
indicated strong objection to the proposal, due to their concerns about the 
potential negative impact on their business. 

In November, the Centre owner expressed a concern at continuing participation 
with the study group or in discussion with REMONDIS, and has withdrawn from 
any further contact. 

This position was acknowledged in a letter to the owner, and a commitment made 
to continue to provide updates and information on the project. (Appendix 6) 

The information sheet has been provided to the Centre owner, and we have no 
indication at this stage how widely that has been shared. 

Council involvement 

REMONDIS met with Council staff in July 2010, to identify their needs regarding 

engagement, in terms of interested and affected stakeholders and their 

expectations. 

Council staff have been kept in the loop with regular informal updates, as well as 

utilising their resident panel to source some representative community members 

for the study process. 

In December, Council staff and Councillors were provided with the information 

sheet, the frequently asked questions, and a letter outlining the engagement to 

date and the proposed next steps. (Appendix 5). 
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5. Summary 

The engagement to date has been focused on involving the adjacent and 

neighbouring businesses during the creation of the environmental assessment, in 

identifying the issues they see associated with the proposed development, to provide 

an opportunity to input, and to build understanding of the proposal, and the proposed 

actions to mitigate any impact on the local businesses. 

Key findings to date include: 

• Based on the response from those contacted, the level of interest and 

concern from most local businesses regarding the proposal would appear to 

be low. There was almost universal agreement that the development could 

likely exacerbate the traffic congestion along Grand Avenue, particularly on 

the bridge over the railway to James Ruse Drive. There was also a general 

acceptance about that as being an unavoidable consequence of being 

located in a commercial and industrial precinct. 

• The owner of the Child Care Centre in the adjoining Tilrox building has 

expressed strong opposition to the proposed development. The owner has 

withdrawn currently from any contact regarding the proposal. The owner did 

indicate that one of the reasons for withdrawal was that participation in the 

engagement activities was perceived by them as “agreement” or at least 

pressure to agree. This may have implications for the next steps in 

engagement to ensure that community stakeholders are able to participate 

and contribute appropriately while still able to hold their position on the 

development. 

• Some feedback, both during the study group meetings and anecdotally in 

talking to local businesses indicate that most make assumptions on the likely 

impact of a waste facility based on their prior experience with other facilities in 

the Sydney region e.g. Eastern Creek (there is also a waste facility about 1 

km further east along Grand Parade). These assumptions have implications 

for further engagement more broadly in explaining the technology and nature 

of operation of the proposed plant. 
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6. Next steps 

This is an interim report as at December 2010.  

The engagement will be reviewed in early January, and then further engagement 

activities will be undertaken prior to the submission of a development application.  

It is likely these will include advertising the proposal more widely in the media and 

through stakeholder groups, and providing opportunities to build understanding of the 

project and the assessment studies, and to gather further feedback on any issues 

and mitigation activities and design changes that may be required. 

 

 

 

 

We do thank you for the opportunity to submit this report. Please direct any queries 

to John Dengate on 02 4226 4040 or by email at john@twyfords.com.au. 

 

John Dengate 

Twyfords 

20 December, 2010 
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Quality Policy 

Twyfords supplies consulting and learning and development services to industry, 
commerce and the public and community sectors.  In particular our consultants are 
recognised as offering a full range of valuable and cost effective services in the areas 
of community engagement, capacity building, business performance improvement, 
change management, facilitation, and review and evaluation. Our services include 
the design and delivery of programs, as well as strategic advice. 

As directors of the company we are committed to providing all clients with services 
and products that meet or exceed agreed requirements.  This commitment involves 
ensuring that our consultants are suitably skilled and experienced in diagnosing client 
needs, providing strategic advice, designing and implementing appropriate capacity 
building programs, and monitoring their effectiveness. 

This commitment requires the active participation of all members of this company 
(including those providing sub-contracted services) in the application of quality 
procedures.  These procedures include, but are not limited to, a consistent focus on 
the needs of customers, the use of the plan-do-check-act cycle in project design and 
implementation, obtaining regular customer feedback on our performance, ensuring 
the traceability of all documents and other continuous improvement practices. 

Within this company, quality includes the sparing consumption of all consumable 
resources and being environmentally responsible. It also includes following all 
legislation and ethical codes of practice. 

            

John Dengate                                     Max Hardy                          Vivien Twyford  

   

Stuart Waters  

Directors, Twyfords, 20 December, 2010 
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Appendix 1- Initial Stakeholder List  

Stakeholder Location 

Tilrox Pty Ltd Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Explore and Develop Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Sabic Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Transfield Housing & PSG Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Plantweave Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Capital Developments/ QPC & 
C Lorvon 

Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Invocare Australia Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

UniverSEAL Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Transfield IBC Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Playgroup NSW Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Café Grand Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Lithotech Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Azzurra Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Grand Academy Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Sydney Strata/ Guardian Strata Tilrox Building- 2 Grand Ave 

Aldi Supermarket 1 Grand Avenue 

Parramatta Motor Group 3-5 Grand Ave 

General Mills- Croisant King 7 Grand Ave 

ComputerTrans Grand Ave 

API Pharmaceuticals 11 Grand Ave 

Factory for lease 11A Grand Ave 

Armaguard 11C Grand Ave 

Afshar Metal Group 13 Grand Avenue 

RA Campbell Transport Ltd 13 Grand Avenue 

Kleenheat Gas 6 Grand Avenue 
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Sydney Turf Club (Rosehill 
Racecourse) 

James Ruse Drive/ Grand Ave 

ClownTown South Street/James Ruse Dr  

Camellia Business Group  Camellia Industrial area- c/o Shell 
Communications Manager 

Parramatta Council Parramatta 

Parramatta Councillors Parramatta 

State Member PO Box 1126  

Federal Member Level 3, 10 Bridge Street 

Local residents- to west of 
James Ruse Dr, and nth over 
Parramatta River 

 

University of Sydney- 
Parramatta Campus 

 

Businesses along James Ruse 
Drive, further east along Grand 
Ave, and nth of Parramatta 
River 

 

Parramatta residents 
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Appendix 2 

Meeting Summary- with Owners of Childcare Business in Tilrox Building 

In summary, the main issues raised by the business owners were: 

• the duty of care for the children and their parents of the Child Care 
centre- health and safety impacts of the proposal 

• the impact of such a development on the commercial viability of the 
Centre and other businesses in the building 

•  the impact on the local traffic of such a development, which are also 
linked to the previous two issues 

Specific concerns included: 

• Safety risk to parent’s cars, and their children walking, from trucks moving 
between the site and Grand Avenue, adjacent to the building. The turn is 
sharp, making it difficult for trucks to manoeuvre in the area. The area can 
also be congested, particularly in the morning and afternoon when parents 
drop off and pick up their children 

• Traffic congestion, particularly at peak morning and afternoon times (8-10 am 
& 3-6pm). There are often queues of trucks waiting on the railway bridge to 
access James Ruse Drive, which is increasingly busy. These queues can 
also impact the access to and from the Child Care. There have been cases of 
accidents and breakdowns causing blockages, to the extent that parent 
access has been restricted to the centre for periods of time. The area only 
has two access routes, and the bridge across the railway is increasingly 
loaded 

• Offensive odours from the proposed plant. There was concern that a waste 
plant would produce odours, and impact on the children, staff and the attitude 
of parents. Issues include the short and long term impact on children’s health, 
eg asthma, affect on staff, as well as the impact of offensive odours on the 
workplace generally (the childcare outdoor area directly overlooks the 
proposed site) 

• Risk of vermin associated with the plant, and the subsequent health risks. 
These may include rats, flies, birds, mosquitos, etc. Birds like crows can 
scavenge and carry disease 

• Using the contaminated site. The sites former history as a former James 
Hardie operation, with asbestos contamination, is well known.  There would 
be concerns about how safe construction and operation could be undertaken 
without disturbing the ground. 

• Media coverage. The owners have observed how the media can blow up an 
issue like safety or asbestos, particularly involving Child Care centres. They 
are concerned about how information is made available so as not to 
negatively impact on desire to use the centre. 

• Perception and uncertainty about the proposal, and the fact that questions 
may not be answered and rumours could spread, and so impact the business  
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Specific questions asked included: 

• What would the hours of operation of the proposed plant? 
• Where will the waste come from? 
• How can REMONDIS be confident that the waste delivered will be as 

specified for the facility to work well? 
• How will REMONDIS handle contamination in the incoming waste? 
• How can REMONDIS guarantee the plant will not smell? 
• How will the odour be managed? (What happens if there is a smell?) 
• What will the output of the plant be used for? 
• Where will that output go? 
• What is the term of the lease on the site? 
• Will REMONDIS be using the whole site? 
• Will REMONDIS be piecing the concrete on the site during construction? And 

can they provide a written guarantee to that effect? 
• Will compaction of the site for construction affect the asbestos? 
• Is it possible to site the buildings further from the Child Care? 
• Is it possible to find alternative access to the site across the rail line from 

James Ruse Drive, avoiding the building?  
• Can a plant be visited that would show what we can expect? 
• Can one sample the smell? 
• Why not go to another site further west away from residences and businesses 

with less impact on children? 
• How will this plant be different to the one at Wetherill Park? 
• How will the increasing traffic be addressed? 
• Will there be an airlock for trucks entering and leaving the plant?  
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Appendix 3  

Meeting 1 

Minutes from Community Study Group meeting on Remondis Recycling facility 
4th August, 2010- Tilrox Boardroom, Grand Ave, Camelia 

Attendees 

Irene Vidac (Explore and Develop), Joanne Isaac (Explore and Develop), Robert 

Sassen (Tilrox), Mohan Selvaraj (Remondis), John Dengate (Twyfords) 

Apologies 

Tony Elhage (Café Grand) 

Introduction and Context 

Each group member introduced themselves briefly. 

Mohan provided an outline of the proposed development, and explained the process 

of recycling the waste material.  

Assessment Studies 

A document outlining the scope of the studies commissioned to date as part of the 

Environmental Assessment process was provided to attendees (attached). 

Each of the studies was considered in turn, and the group provided input and 

questions as to what they believed needed to be considered in each. 

The information below will be provided to NECS ( who are co-ordinating the 

assessment process for Remondis) who will ensure the studies address the 

questions raised. 

The group also raised concerns regarding the risk of vermin associated with such a 

plant (eg birds, rats, flies, mosquitos, wasps, bees, and the possible impact on 

children’s allegies. 

Remondis to check where this is being considered in the studies (Amenity- 

Flora/Fauna?)  
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There were a number of questions raised around the proposed recycling process and 

plant operation, and the group would like to have more understanding around 

questions like what the plant is and does, and how it works. 

Comments on the specific studies included:  

Site Contamination 

• Why can’t the services (ie sewer, water, electricity, etc) be put above ground? 
• Where is the connection point for services? 
• How much contamination does the site have? 
• Are there any available service points? 
• What measures will be taken to ensure contaminated material does not 

impact neighbours during any excavation? 
• Is it possible to run the services without excavation? 
• What notification would be provided regarding work on the site? 
• Is it possible to do site works out of hours? 

Air Quality 

• What is the potential for any smells? 
• What is the backup in event of plant failures? 
• Are there any vents? 
• What are the frequency of air quality checks? 
• What is standard for air quality? 
• How do we smell the standard? 
• What is the impact on children’s health – risk of triggering allergies? 
• Opportunity for independent air quality testing? 
• What happens when the tests are outside the specifications? 

Noise 

• How much noise will be generated during construction and operation? 
• What type of noise generated? 
• How much traffic noise? 
• Likely impact on children sleeping 

Landscape / Visual 

• How high is the proposed building? 
• What will be the impact on views? 
• What type of roofing – reflection/glare? 
• How much greenery/scope of landscaping? 
• How is recycled water being used in Camelia industrial area– Sydney Water? 

Flooding 

• Impact of 1:100 flood 
• Is it in a flood zone? 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
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Traffic 

• What are the size of trucks using the facility? 
• How will it impact the current parking near station? 
• Interaction of pedestrians (parents/children) and traffic (trucks)? 
• Alternative access points (previous tunnel under railway line  – 20-25 years 

ago)? 
• Feasibility of hook-turn for trucks off Grand Avenue? 
• Risk of bridge closure due to accident, etc ? 
• Potential for increase in traffic if remainder of site developed  
• Schedule of truck movements/potential for mitigation? 
• Action if access blocked? 

Heritage 

Socio-Economic 

• Effect on local businesses? 
• Impact on well being, including long term health effects? 
• Staff willingness to work in local businesses? 
• Impact on reputation? 
• Is this consistent with desire to diversity area from only heavy industry to a 

more hi-tech industry? 

 

Questions  

The group reviewed a list of previously identified questions, and listed other 

questions below that need responses. 

Where possible, Mohan provided a short verbal response, and did commit to working 

on responses to each for discussion at the next meeting. 

• What is the length of lease?  (20 years, with extension option)  
• Is there evidence that this process works in our environment i.e. climate, 

heat/humidity? 
• What are the benefits/impacts 

o Overall 
o On this site (in suburbia)? 

• Why not something more environmentally friendly on the site e.g. parkland? 
• How long to build plant? (9-11 months) 
• How long have comparable plants been operating? 
• How many other plants are there – world wide? 
• What problems have been experienced in comparable plants? 
• In what way was the community impacted? 
• Contact details/references on people associated with comparable plants 
• How many jobs will be generated? 
• Will plant be 24 hours - and how will that impact on the locals? 
• Will smell vary with time? 
• What is the approvals process? 
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• How long will the studies take? 
• Will truck movements during operation affect buried asbestos?  (No) 
• How long would construction take?  (Approx 12 months) 
• Where does the waste come from?  (Council pickups) 
• Do the workers in the plant wear protective clothing?  (Yes) 
• How will the trucks access and enter the plant? 
• Have Remondis does studies regarding the viability of the recycling? (Yes) 
• What is the probability of a methane leak? 
• How does the process work? Can we see diagrams and pictures? 
• Is there an equivalent plant in Australia at present?  (No) 
• Where does the rubbish go now?  (to Landfills) 
• What happens in event of a breakdown and people not following procedures? 
• How can we know that the process is being followed correctly when plant is 

operating? 

 

Communication 

The group then discussed how best to communicate, initially with parents at the 

childcare, and then more broadly. 

There was some concern about increasing awareness of the proposal, while there 

was still a lot of uncertainty around it (as reflected in the group’s questions and own 

reaction) 

Mohan circulated several diagrams of the proposed building. 

It was suggested that a simple newsletter may be the appropriate method to 

communicate, and could be first provided to parents at the childcare. 

Suggestions for content included: 

• Who is Remondis (experience and background) 
• Why the facility required- reduce landfill, reduce carbon footprint 
• Key questions and answers- asbestos management, traffic flow, odour mgt, 

etc 
• Approvals process and how stakeholders are involved- study group, etc 
• Couple of pictures and diagrams 

It was agreed to consider a draft at next meeting. 

Next Meeting 

Tentative date- Monday 23rd August, 4 pm for 2 hours, Tilrox Board room 
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Draft Agenda: 

• Sue Just from NECS to present summary of studies to date- key findings 
• Check that studies are addressing issues raised 
• Review questions and responses from Remondis 
• Consider draft newsletter and process for distribution 

It is likely the group will also include a couple of community representatives from the 

surrounding residential areas, and a representative from neighbouring businesses.  

They will be briefed in advance with the work of the group to date. 

 

John Dengate 

Twyfords 

5-8-10 
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Meeting 2 

Minutes from Community Study Group Meeting Two - Remondis Recycling 
facility 
Tuesday 7th September, 2010- Grand Academy, Grand Ave, Camelia 

 

Attendees 

Robert  & George Sassen (Tilrox),  Baldev Dhir (Resident), Sue Just & Warren 

Atkinson (NECS),  Mohan Selvaraj (Remondis), John Dengate (Twyfords) 

Apologies 

Tony Elhage (Café Grand), Irene Vidaic (Explore and Develop) 

Introduction and Context 

Each group member introduced themselves briefly. Baldev lives in George St 

Parramatta and is representing his son Pankaj today who was unable to attend due 

to work commitments. 

A number of resident’s from the Parramatta Council community panel have been 

contacted regarding their interest in providing input on the resident’s perspectives, 

and Pankaj has responded so far. The Camelia Business Group has also been 

advised and will let us know its interest. 

Sue and Mohan provided an outline of the plans for the site, and briefly explained the 

process of recycling the waste material, and how that would happen in the facility. 

Question- Will the access be over the railway line and then left into the site?- Yes. 

Comments made that this would be chaos, with bottlenecks on the bridge and 

difficulties with the sharp left turn. 

Question- How will the plant be built? The plant will be constructed on a platform, to 

avoid piecing the cap on the site containing contaminated material 

Comment- Baldev reflected on the risk that things can fail as people aren’t perfect. 

He described the serious consequences of poisoned people and water as a result of 

the Bhopal Chemical Plant accident as an example. He commented that while the 

idea of recycling waste is laudable, it is not without risks. 
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Assessment Studies 

Sue from NECS then provided an update on how the studies were progressing: 

1. Site Contamination study  

There will need to be excavation for the services to the site only, according to a 

specified process to ensure there is no risk of contaminated material being released. 

Comment- Possible consequences of contamination are the impact on local 

businesses, and the possibility of losing tenants for the offices 

2. Air Quality study 

The consultant did modelling to show odour contours ie the distances from the plant 

that different levels of odour could be expected to be noticed. 

The contour at which a two odour “unit” (the maximum allowed by the regulations) 

could be detected extended some distance beyond the plant boundary in the initial 

study. This prompted work on a redesign of the plant to reduce this. 

Adding a short stack on the biofilter (the device that screens all air leaving the plant) 

the contour locations were all within the plant boundary. In real terms this means that 

negligible odour would be expected outside the plant boundary. 

Question- What happens if things go wrong- eg something breaks down?  

Mohan described that a list of options are available to be implemented in such cases 

eg- shut down operations, backup doors, increase airflow to composting tunnels, etc.  

It is recognised that there must be backups in case of failure and that would be part 

of the operating procedures. 

Question– Is it possible to get a real life sample of what the smell is like?  

The smell is like damp woodchips as the air is filtered through a bed of woodchips 

prior to discharge. It is not the familiar “garbage” smell that might be noticed from an 

open landfill. 

Question- Is there any potential for a gas explosion from the plant?  

No. There is no methane generated from this plant. Methane is generated when 

material decomposes in the absence of air like in a compost heap (anaerobic 

process). 
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This facility treats the material in an aerobic process where air is forced through the 

material and only CO2 and not methane is produced. 

3. Traffic study 

This study is underway, with traffic monitoring occuring to determine the bottleneck 

times, safety issues etc.  The study will be looking how to accommodate the 

estimated 192 truck movements over a 24 hour period. 

4. Noise study 

This study is continuing, and will be addressing the issue of sleep disturbance, 

specifically in relation to impact on the childcare. 

5. Landscaping study 

This is underway. Sue asked if it would be possible for the landscapers to take 

photographs from the childcare as part of their planning. Irene has agreed to that 

occurring, and it will be organised through her. 

The consultants are seeking innovative ways to landscape the area against the river 

without breaching the concrete cap for palntings. 

6. Flood study 

Study so far has indicated that the site complies with requirements regarding flooding 

7. Heritage study 

Indigenous groups have been advised and some are participating. Due to the 

disturbed nature of the site no issues are anticipated. 

8. Socio- economic study 

This study will be addressing the potential impact on businesses and residences in 

the area. 

Action: Studies will continue and be reported at next meeting 

Communication 

The group then discussed what would be needed in Newsletter to inform others 

about the project, to answer people’s questions, and not generate undue anxiety or 

concern. 

It would be intended initially for distribution to the parents at the Child care, as well as 

tenants in the neighbouring businesses.  
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The group agreed that a picture that had been circulated showing the enclosed and 

landscaped building would be very useful. 

The next emphasis should be on how the key safety issues were being considered 

and addressed. Ie 

• Traffic 
• Odour 
• Contamination 
• Landscaping 
• Contingencies if something goes wrong 

It would also be important to explain simply what the plant did and how, with details 

like  

• the enclosed nature of the plant 
• no methane ie the aerobic composting process 
• how the air is managed (negative pressure, bio filter, etc) 

And also how the approvals and study process is happening and who is being 

involved 

• timing 
• assessment process 
• study group 

It was also suggested that some of the frequently asked questions be included. 

Action: John asked if each member could advise him via email which key questions 

they would suggest for inclusion in the Newsletter. (Note that he whole list would also 

be available via a web link or if requested) 

Action: Remondis will create a draft of the Newsletter for the group to review prior to 

distribution. 
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Next Meeting 

Date to be advised, probably first week October. 

Action: To provide flexibility around meeting times, could each please advise John 

via email what times and days would best suit (including evenings and weekends) 

Action: t is proposed to invite the key study consultants to discuss their reports at 

future meetings- most likely on air quality, traffic and site contamination. 

John Dengate 

Twyfords 

9-9-10 
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Appendix 4 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

REMONDIS Integrated Recycling Facility- Camellia 

What is the term of the lease on the site? 

20 years.  Remondis will lease the site from Billbergia Pty Ltd the land owner. 

What would the days and hours of operation of the proposed plant? 

The facility will operate 24 hours per day, seven days per week to ensure waste can be delivered 

at any time.   

Where will the waste come from? 

The proposed facility would be capable of annually processing up to 100,000 tonnes of 

Commercial and Industrial waste and 50,000 tonnes of food and greenwaste. 

Commercial & Industrial Resource Recovery Facility 

The composition of Commercial and Industrial waste varies significantly depending on the 

collection area, type of business or industry and service. The source material would be collected 

from small business outlets throughout the CBD of Sydney and the Parramatta area.  The waste 

will comprise food/vegetation waste, paper/cardboard, wood, plastic, textiles, metal, construction 

and demolition waste and other materials. 

Source Separated Organic Resource Recovery Facility  

Waste will include food waste and green waste.  The source of waste for the facility will be source 

separated domestic kerbsides collection schemes of groups of councils within the metropolitan 

area. 

How can Remondis be confident that the waste delivered will be as specified for the facility 

to work well?  

The material received will have been segregated to varying extents at the source before being 

collected by the waste vehicles.  Drivers will be asked at the weighbridge to confirm the source and 

type of waste.  All loads will be checked in the receivals area.  Screening mechanisms are in place 

throughout the process to remove contaminants.   Ultimately any material that cannot be recycled 

or treated within the process will be disposed to landfill. 
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How will Remondis handle contamination in the incoming waste? 

The material received will have been segregated to varying extents at the source before being 

collected by the waste vehicles.  Drivers will be asked at the weighbridge to confirm the source and 

type of waste.  All loads will be checked in the receivals area.  Screening mechanisms are in place 

throughout the process to remove contaminants.   Ultimately any material that cannot be recycled 

or treated within the process will be disposed to landfill. 

The material received will have been segregated to varying extents at the source.  All loads will be 

checked in the receivals area.  Screening mechanisms are in place throughout the process to 

remove contaminants.   Ultimately any rejected material will be disposed to landfill. 

How can Remondis guarantee the plant will not smell? 

The design of the plant is such that all operations including waste receival, treatment and product 

storage is enclosed within buildings.  Rapid action roller doors will operate in the receivals area 

which will only be open during vehicle entry/exit. 

An extended ventilation system will be in place within the buildings.  All exhaust air is finally 

discharged via a bio filter.  The biofilter design is based on proven technology. Emissions are 

basically free of offensive odour, bio aerosols and dust.  

Biofilter performance indicators are monitored via the central process control computer.  

There will be 2 biofilters, one for each plant. 

What happens if there is a smell? 

Remondis would immediately review site operations to locate the source of the odour.   

There will be no materials stored outside the buildings.  The only potential emission points for 

odour are the Biofilters which are continually monitored.  Air flows to the biofilter can be controlled 

if any odour emission is identified. 

If there was an odour emission plant operations would also be controlled so that emission sources 

removed. 

What will the output of the plant be used for? 

Commercial and Industrial Resource Recovery Facility (CIRRF) 
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The facility will recover recyclable materials and convert the putrescible fraction into a biologically 

stable product.  Only material without any use will be disposed of at an inert landfill. 

Source Separated Organic Resource Recovery Facility (SSORRF).  

This facility will produce stabilised compost in enclosed tunnel processes that will be sent for value 

adding to commercial compost outlets that will produce organic fertilisers and compost products 

and reduce the amount of material going to putrescible landfills in Sydney.  There is strong 

demand in NSW for organic fertilisers and composts in the domestic and agricultural sectors. 

Where will that output go? 

This will be determined by contracts negotiated by Remondis with compost outlets that have their 

distribution networks 

Will Remondis be using the whole site? 

Remondis will be leasing approximately 4.7 ha of the Billbergia site.  The western portion of the 

site would continue to be owned and managed by Billbergia. 

Will Remondis be piercing the concrete on the site during construction?  

Remondis proposes to construct and operate the Integrated Recycling Park.  Billbergia proposes to 

provide the necessary utility services to the boundary of the facility comprising potable water, 

sewerage, electricity and telephone services and an extension of the stormwater system to 

connect to the facility.  The provision of these services will require site works including excavation 

through the site capping, removal of excavated material, installation of drainage and service 

components and the replacement of site capping. 

Will compaction of the site for construction affect the asbestos? 

The objective of the facility design is to avoid the penetration of the capping for the construction of 

the main buildings and structures.  A platform of between 1 to 1.5 metres would be constructed 

above the existing capping layer.  The only excavation undertaken will be for the provision of 

services to the lease area boundary by the land owner. 

The platform will be sealed through heavy-duty concrete pavement on a compacted sub-base.  

This applies for all structures such as the main buildings, tunnels, biofilters, aprons and other 

slabs. Quality will be to industry standards (ie strength 32-40 MPa, nominal 170-200mm slab 

thickness). This is to accommodate the operational requirements of the facility (ie live loads) 

associated with the geotechnical site conditions.   
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Is it possible to site the buildings further from the Child Care? 

The layout of the site is impacted by the need to remain outside the Environment Protection Zone 

adjoining the Parramatta River. 

The potential odour source (the biofilters) have been located as far as possible away from existing 

properties and businesses on Grand Avenue, 

Is it possible to find alternative access to the site across the rail line from James Ruse 

Drive, avoiding the building?  

The site is limited by the railway line. 

Can we visit a plant that would show us what we can expect? 

There are a number of plants around the world but it will be difficult to get a direct comparison .We 

have enclosed a picture of a plant in Frankfurt that operates around offices, shops, logistic centres 

than is not to dissimilar to Camellia 

We may have access to a large plant in Sydney owned by our competitor to give an appreciation of 

what happens in a processing plant  

Can we sample the smell? 

The smell you would notice associated with the biofilter is similar to that of damp woodchips. 

Why not go to another site further west away from residences and businesses with less 

impact on children? 

Remondis undertook an extensive site selection process to identify potential sites within the 

Western Sydney Region for the facility.  The proposed site is permissible under the existing zoning 

and is within an existing industrial area. 

The design of the plant and its proposed operations is aimed at minimising any potential impacts 

on adjoining properties. 

How will this plant be different to the one at Wetherill Park? 

The Wetherill park facility is a basic plant operating with all doors of the warehouse open. The 

Camellia Plant has sophisticated air systems such as air curtains and airlocks available to be 

implemented if required .All air is evacuated through biofilters to meet odour and emission 

requirements.  Air flows can be controlled to suit ambient air conditions over different times during 

the day to manage odour events 
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How will you address increasing traffic? 

A Traffic Impact Assessment is being prepared.  The study is assessing potential impacts on the 

local road network from the proposed development. 

Will there be an airlock for trucks entering and leaving the plant? 

As mentioned there are contingency provisions for this if required 

Will there be any outdoor dumping of rubbish? 

There will be no receivals, storage or temporary use of stockpiles outside the building. 

Will the facility be open to the public? 

No 

Entry to the waste station? 

The existing site entrance will be used. 

Is there evidence that this process works in our environment i.e. climate, heat/humidity? 

There are numerous plants working in different parts of the world. There are 15 plants working 

around Australia with different and similar processes for resource recovery. The process proposed 

by REMONDIS is independent of climate, heat and humidity as the process is controlled to vary 

operating conditions accordingly 

What are the benefits/impacts? 

The proposed Integrated Recycling Park at Camellia is in accordance with the intent of NSW 

Government Policy in that it will increase the recovery of materials from both the municipal and 

commercial/industrial sectors.  As a result it will decrease the amount of waste going to landfill. 

The Camellia site is central to the supply of Commercial and Industrial materials and will result in 

reduced transport distances and associated costs and improved environmental performance.  The 

facility will recover recyclable materials and convert the putrescible fraction into a biologically 

stable product.  Only material without any use will be disposed of at an inert landfill. 

The proposed Source Separated Organic Material Facility will process separated organic materials 

which have been collected at the Kerbside from metropolitan LGAs.  This will produce organic 

fertilisers and compost products and reduce the amount of material going to putrescible landfills in 



 

6 

 

Sydney.  There is strong demand in NSW for organic fertilisers and composts in the domestic and 

agricultural sectors. 

A socio-economic assessment is being undertaken for the Environmental Assessment Report.  It 

will identify potential benefits/impacts of the proposed development. 

Why not something more environmentally friendly on the site e.g. parkland? 

The proposed use is in accordance with the site zoning. 

How long to build plant?  

Construction will take place over a 12 to 14 month period 

How long have comparable plants been operating? 

Technologies such as this have been operating for over 25 years globally 

How many other plants are there – world wide? 

There are over 400 plants around the world that recover materials from waste 

What problems have been experienced in comparable plants? 

There will be problems experienced from time to time in any plant. Over 25 years considerable 

knowledge has been learnt mainly around plant breakdowns, odour and noise. 

Modern Plants have better air systems, odour and emission controls. 

In what way was the community impacted? 

Community gets affected if insufficient attention is accorded to odour, traffic and noise issues. 

However as technology has improved so has the regulatory environment standards kept ahead. 

The Camellia plant will apply best practices 

Contact details/references on people associated with comparable plants 

This will be provided  

How many jobs will be generated? 

Approximately 65 people will be employed on site when the plant is fully operational. 

Will smell vary with time? 
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An air quality assessment is being undertaken to assess the potential impacts on air quality as a 

result of odour and dust.  This assessment involves reviewing plant operations and local 

meteorological conditions. 

What is the approvals process? 

The project is being assessed as a Part 3A development under the NSW Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act 1979.  The Minister for Planning is the Consent Authority.  The Department of 

Planning has issued Director General’s Requirements for preparation of an Environmental 

Assessment report.  The report once submitted to the Department would be placed on public 

exhibition for a minimum of 30 days.  

How long will the studies take?  

The majority of the studies will take between 3 to 4 months to complete. 

Will truck movements during operation affect buried asbestos?   

No.  The site is currently used for container storage which involves delivers etc by large trucks.   

There has been no evidence of any disturbance to the cap as a result of these activities. 

Do the workers in the plant wear protective clothing?   

Yes.  

How will the trucks access and enter the plant? 

A weighbridge will be located to the east of the site entrance.  All vehicles on site will move around 

the site in a clockwise direction. 

Have Remondis done studies regarding the viability of the recycling? 

Yes 

What is the probability of a methane leak? 

There is no methane generated in this process 

How does the process work? Can we see diagrams and pictures? 

Please see attachments 
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Is there an equivalent plant in Australia at present?  

No 

Where does the rubbish go now?   

Landfills 

What happens in event of a breakdown and people not following procedures? 

Plant operations would be reviewed immediately.  Operations would be reduced/ceased depending 

on the nature of the event. 

How can we know that the process is being followed correctly when plant is operating? 

Site operations will be in accordance with the conditions of the development consent and an 

Environment Protection Licence issues by the Department of Environment Climate Change and 

Water.  Site operations will be continually monitored with a requirement to report regularly to 

DECCW. 



REMONDIS
Proposed Integrated Recycling Plant
Camellia Industrial Area

REMONDIS proposes to build and 
operate an integrated recycling 
plant on a site at 1 Grand Avenue, 
Camellia (see map)

The fully enclosed plant would take commercial, 
industrial and food waste from industries and local 
Councils, sort and process it using a proven composting 
process and resource recovery techniques.

The proposal is in early stages of development, and 
has yet to be assessed by the State Government for 
approval. This assessment process will occur over the 
next 6 months.

REMONDIS recognise that such a plant will impact on 
the local businesses and residents, and are currently 
undertaking an environmental assessment to identify 
and measure the impacts, and to then make appropriate 
design changes to address the issues. This is being done 
prior to submitting a development application as part of 
the approvals process with the State Government.

Key issues have been identifi ed by a group of 
neighbouring business owners/tenants and residents. 
These include:

• Traffi c- such a plant will increase truck movements 
in the area, particularly along Grand Avenue, and 
across the railway bridge to James Ruse Drive. 
A study is underway on how to maintain safe access 

to the local businesses, and how best to manage the 
additional movements on the local roads.

• Odour- the plant design has already been modifi ed 
as a result of initial assessment to ensure that any 
odour is contained to within the plant boundary. 
The odour after fi ltering at the plant smells like 
damp woodchips.

• Contamination- the site proposed was used by 
James Hardie previously and so the soil contains 
some asbestos contamination. The site is currently 
capped by concrete and the plant would be built on 
top of this cap to reduce the need for excavation. 
Some excavation will be required to provide 
services (electricity, water, etc) to the plant, and the 
environmental assessment will identify the specifi c 
processes the contractors must adhere to which will 
eliminate any risk of airborne contamination.

• Visual impact- the site would be suitably 
landscaped to blend the site into the surrounding 
area. As the facility is totally enclosed, the 
appearance is of a large factory.

• Plant operation- like any industrial operation, there 
is always a risk that things will not work exactly as 
planned. REMONDIS is considering the contingencies 
that would need to be in place in the event of 
equipment or operational failures, to minimise any 
impact on the local area, and to recover quickly from 
any unexpected events.

PPPPPPPPrrrrrrroooooopppppppoooooooossssssseeeeeeeeddddddd IInnnnnnttttttteeeeeeeegggggggrrrrrrraaaaaaatttttttteeeeeeeeddddddd RRRRRRRReeeeeeeecccccccyyyyyyyycccccccllllliiiiiinnnnnnggggggg PPPPPPPPlllllllaaaaaaannnnnnnnttttttt
CCCCCCaaaaaaammmmmmmmeeeeeeeellllllllllllliiiiiiaaaaaaa IInnnnnnddddddduuuuuuussssssstttttttrrrrrrriiiiiiaaaaaaallllllll AAAAAAAArrrrrrrreeeeeeeeaaaaaaa

REMONDIS
Proposed Integrated Recycling Plant
Camellia Industrial Area



Plant Design and operation
The proposed plant sorts waste from Council and 
commercial sources into recyclable and treatable 
components. The recyclable component is then sent 
for further processing at other facilities. The treatable 
components (ie food/ vegetation waste) is then 
stabilised in an enclosed tunnel composting process 
which converts it to a biologically stable product that 
is despatched as base material for conversion into high 
quality compost and retail products at another facility. 
Organic materials that are not source separated will be 
stabilised for disposal into a landfi ll.

The enclosed composting process is done in the 
presence of a continual airfl ow, and so does not 
generate methane.

The plant is designed so that all the operations are fully 
enclosed, and the ventilation system maintains a lower 
internal pressure to hold any odour inside the building, 
with rapid action roller doors only opening for trucks to 
come and go.

The exhaust air is treated and discharged through a 
biofi lter which should eliminate offensive odours, bio 
particles and dust.

Environmental Study 
and Assessment process
Prior to an application to the State Government for 
approval, REMONDIS is undertaking a comprehensive 
assessment process, with separate studies covering Air 

Quality, Site Contamination, Traffi c, Noise, Landscape and 
Visual, Flooding, Heritage and Socio-Economic issues.

Recognising the importance of involving the local 
stakeholders, a study group of neighbouring business 
owners/ tenants and residents has been meeting to 
provide input to the assessment process, by identifying 
issues that need to be addressed from their perspective. 
The group is being advised of the outcomes of the 
assessments and how REMONDIS is addressing the 
issues, and have also generated a list of frequently 
asked questions.

It is intended that the assessment studies will form part 
of an application for approval to the State Government 
in early 2011.

Stakeholder input
REMONDIS is keen to ensure that anyone who 
may be interested or potentially affected by the 
proposal has an opportunity to fi nd out more, and 
input to, the assessment and approval process.

This information sheet and responses to 
questions about the proposal are available on 
the REMONDIS website- www.remondis.com.au

If you have any concerns or questions, 
or would like to discuss or provide some 
input, please contact the Project Manager- 
Mohan Selvaraj on 02 9032 7100, or by 
email on mohan.selvaraj@remondis.com.au







































































Your Reference:MP10-10_0028  
Our Reference: F2007/02152
Contact: Louise Kerr  
Telephone: 9806 5780 
Fax: 9806 5902 

NSW Department of Planning  
Mining & Industry Projects  
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 
Attention: Felicity Greenway   

 19 April 2010 

Dear Ms Greenway, 

REMONDIS ALTERNATIVE WASTE TREATMENT FACILITY, CAMELLIA  

I refer to your letter received on 24 March 2010 where you advise that the 
Department of Planning has received a Preliminary Environmental Assessment 
(PEA) from Remondis Pty Ltd for the construction and operation of an Alternative 
Waste Treatment Facility at 1 Grand Avenue, Camellia and that the Department is 
seeking input from relevant agencies into the ‘Director General Requirements’ for the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment to accompany an application made by 
Remondis Pty Ltd for the development of the site.  

The property located at 1 Grand Avenue, Camellia is of strategic importance to the 
Parramatta LGA in that it is a large site located on the Parramatta River, is located 
within close proximity to the intersection of James Ruse Drive and Grand Avenue 
and is heavily constrained due to significant contamination (being occupied by James 
Hardie for the manufacture of fibrous cement and related products and chemical 
manufacturing prior to 1996). As a result any application that is made to the 
Department of Planning under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act is to properly consider the environmental, social and economic 
aspects of the project and the broader community impacts.  

As outlined at the Planning Focus Meeting that was held on 18 March 2010 the 
following issues need to be specifically addressed in any future Environmental 
Assessment or response to Director General Requirements:  

1. Community and Stakeholder Consultation  

A comprehensive Community and Stakeholder Plan must be developed by the 
proponent following consultation with Parramatta City Council. The community and 
stakeholder consultation plan should include (but not be limited to):- 

• A variety of engagement techniques that offer opportunities to participate 
across all relevant groups; 

• Clearly identify key community and stakeholder groups who will be consulted 
during the development project; 

• Clearly identify how issues raised during consultation stages are to be 
addressed and considered by the proponent. 

The Community and Stakeholder Consultation must be carried out on a regular basis 
(no less than every 6 months) by the proponent during the development project (ie 
planning and design phase, construction phase and on-going occupation phase). 
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The residential areas located to the north of the site (northern shore of Parramatta 
River (East Parramatta and Rydalmere) and to the west of the site (Rosehill) are to 
one of the key community groups consulted.     

2. Developer Contributions (Section 94A Contributions and Voluntary 
Planning Agreements) 

The Environmental Assessment must address the payment of developer 
contributions in the form of section 94A contributions or any commitment to 
commence negotiations with Parramatta City Council for a Voluntary Planning 
Agreement.   

Parramatta Council would welcome and encourage the proponent commencing 
discussions on negotiating a Voluntary Planning Agreement or the payment of 
section 94A contributions for the provision of facilities and infrastructure in the 
Camellia/Rosehill area. These discussions should commence prior to the 
Environmental Assessment and application being submitted to the Department of 
Planning.   

3. Traffic  

A comprehensive traffic report must be submitted with the Environmental 
Assessment Report that analyses the impacts that the proposed Waste Treatment 
Facility will have on the already compromised intersection of James Rise Drive and 
Grand Avenue. The report should specifically address how trucks will leave the site 
(ie turn right into Grand Avenue) without impacting on traffic flows and impacting on 
driver safety.  

The report should also address the adequacy of the existing vehicular crossing over 
the railway line (on Grand Avenue) to cater for the additional traffic capacity in peak 
and non-peak periods.      

4.  Draft Parramatta LEP 2010 

The Environmental Assessment must address the draft planning controls of draft 
Parramatta LEP 2010 and associated draft DCP currently on public exhibition and 
provide an assessment against the primary planning controls for the site.  

The comments that have been provided are not the final views of Parramatta Council 
in relation to this project and we look forward to the opportunity to review the 
Environmental Assessment for the project once the application has been submitted 
to the Department of Planning and is placed on public exhibition. In the meantime 
representatives of the proponent are invited to discuss the issues raised in this letter 
with Parramatta City Council.    

Yours sincerely 

Louise Kerr  
Manager Development Services 



Remondis Alternative Waste Treatment Facility, Camellia  
MP10_0028  -  Parramatta LGA  

Sydney West Regional Team’s comments 
9 April 2010 

Current Controls 

Parramatta Local Environmental Plan 2001 

� The site is currently zoned Employment – Zone 4 under Parramatta LEP 2001. The 
proposed development is allowed with consent. 

 

Sydney Regional Environmental Plans (SREPs) 

� Two SREPs are of relevance to the site and the application - SREP 28 � Parramatta  
and SREP (Sydney Harbour Catchment). 

1. SREP No 28 - The SREP applies to the site as it is located within the Regional 
Enterprise Zone in the Camellia Precinct under the Plan. The area of the site 
along the bank of the Parramatta River is zoned Environment Protection. The 
proposed development is permissible with development consent under the 
current zoning controls.

2. SREP (Sydney Harbour Catchment) - The site is located on land within the 
Sydney Harbour Catchment Foreshores & Waterways Area.

� It is noted that the EP&A Regulation (Plan Making) Regulation 2009 came into force on 1 
July 2009. Under the Regulation, REP planning instruments are deemed to be SEPPs as 
of that date. The Regulation includes saving provisions, so that a provision of the REP 
that becomes a deemed SEPP on 1 July 2009 does not have the same effect as a 
provision of a SEPP for the purposes of Part 3A of the Act, it would not have that affect 
before 1 July 2009. 

Future Controls 

� The draft Parramatta Principal LEP recently completed public exhibition. The proposed 
zoning of the site under the draft Principal LEP is IN 3 – Heavy Industrial.  

� Consequently, at this stage it is not expected that the proposal will be inconsistent with 
the future zoning of the land under the draft Principal LEP.  

� It is hoped that the Principal LEP will be finalised by the end of 2010. 

 

Proposal for adjacent site 

� The proposal is in close proximity to a site that has had both Major Project and LEP 
amendment requests (locality map is attached). 

o LEP amendment – In April 2009, Parramatta Council resolved to rezone the site 
B5 Business Development to allow for bulky good, large floor plate retailing and a 
supermarket (but not general retail nor residential).  The Department indicated 



that Council could proceed with preparation of this amendment, and as such it 
was included as part of the draft Principal LEP as exhibited. 

o Major Project 09_0185 – In October 2009, Department received a request 
seeking a concept plan approval for bulky goods retail, specialty retail, a 
supermarket, fast food outlets, service station, commercial and residential land 
uses.  I understand that Metropolitan Projects Branch was recommending that 
the concept plan not be supported at this stage, however, I am unaware of its 
current status. 

 

Metropolitan and draft West Central Subregional Strategies

� The draft West Central SRS identifies Camellia/Rosehill, the area in which the proposed 
development is located, as 'Category 1 - Land to be retained for industrial purposes'. The 
key function of the area is heavy manufacturing (heavy industry).  

� The proposed development is generally consistent with the strategies outlined in the 
draft West Central SRS and the Metropolitan Strategy as it will create jobs, is close to 
other manufacturing and urban services and is close to major infrastructure such as the 
Cumberland Highway, the South West T-Way and Fairfield (a potential major centre). 

 

 
Tim Archer 
A/ Team Leader 
Sydney West 
Ph: 9873 8542 



Attachment – Locality map for adjacent site 
 

 






